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By Mark Schauer
Soldiers depend on armored 

vehicles for mobility in combat 
situations. 

This past winter, a high impact, 
multi-month evaluation at U.S. 
Army Cold Regions Test Center 
(CRTC) helped ensure the Army’s 
latest armored personnel carrier 
works even in the world’s coldest 
environments. 

The Armored Multi-Purpose 
Vehicle’s (AMPV) five variants—a 
general purpose vehicle, mission 
command vehicle, mortar carrier, 
and medical evacuation and medical 
treatment vehicles-- have nearly 
80% more interior volume than the 
M113, and significantly more power, 
survivability, and maneuverability. 

The cooling and electrical systems 
are also more robust to accommodate 
both existing and future upgrades. 
It boasts the same powertrain and 
suspension system as the Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle and M109A7 self-
propelled howitzer, which eases 
maintenance and logistics challenges 
for all three vehicles in the field. 

Though the weather this past 
winter at CRTC didn’t reach the jaw-
dropping temperatures of -50 degrees 
Fahrenheit or more below zero as 
often as is typical, the variation 
didn’t faze the testers. 

“Extreme cold comes in windows, 
and it’s normally a scramble to try to 
get things into those windows,” said 
Stephan Krueger, test officer.

AMPV shows what it can do at Cold 
Regions Test Center

SEE AMPV page 8

this past winter, a high impact, multi-month evaluation at u.s. Army Cold regions test Center helped ensure the Army’s latest 
armored personnel carrier, the Armored multi-purpose Vehicle, works even in the world’s coldest environments. (photo by 
sebastian saarloos)
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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 

(YPG) remembered the 21st 
anniversary of the Sept. 11th terrorist 
attacks in a somber Patriot Day 
ceremony on the morning of Sept. 8.

Dozens of YPG personnel were 
on hand for the formal ceremony 
followed by a five-kilometer 
remembrance walk-run. 

An honor guard comprised of 
YPG Soldiers, police officers, and 
firefighters raised the American flag 
and lowered it to half-mast as the 
crowd looked on. The patter of a 
light rain falling on canopies above 
folding chairs for the audience was 
the only sound heard. 

In remarks at the ceremony, Col. 
Patrick McFall, YPG commander, 
reflected upon the bitter losses of 
that grim day.

“At the World Trade Center, more 
than 2,700 people were killed in the 
initial devastation,” he said. “At the 
Pentagon, the dead included officers 
and enlisted Soldiers, civilian 
employees, and contractors. The 
terrible toll might well have been 

even higher that day if the brave 
passengers and crew aboard United 
Airlines Flight 93 hasn’t fought off 
their plane’s hijackers, sacrificing 
their own lives in the process.”

McFall gave particular credit to the 

heroism displayed by the more than 
400 police officers and firefighters, 
and emergency medical technicians 
killed in a valiant effort to save 
others that day.

“It is reckoned that there were 
about 18,000 people inside the World 
Trade Center towers when the planes 
struck that morning: that more than 
15,000 were saved is thanks to the 
bravery and devotion to duty of the 
first responders. Today, we mourn 
their loss and honor their sacrifice.”

McFall also asked the audience 
to remember the burden borne by 
our nation’s Soldiers and the key 
role YPG played in saving countless 
others from death and injury. 

“After 9/11, thousands of Soldiers, 
Sailors, Marines, and Airmen 
made the ultimate sacrifice to 
defend our nation and values,” he 
said. “But thousands— I repeat, 
thousands-- more of our troops were 
saved from death and injury by the 
work performed by our dedicated 
employees at Yuma Proving Ground. 
I know the YPG workforce will 
always rise to any challenge if it 
involves protecting our nation and its 
troops.”

McFall said this important work 
could not have been accomplished 
without the longstanding support of 
the Yuma community, which YPG 
has enjoyed for the past 80 years.

“The citizens of Yuma County are 
the most patriotic and supportive of 
the military that I have encountered 
in my 25 years in uniform. Local 
government organizations like Yuma 
County and the City of Yuma, and 
groups like the ‘Yuma 50’ have 
always given their utmost to help us 
carry out our vital mission on behalf 
of this nation’s security.”

McFall vowed to continue to honor 
the sacrifices wrought by the Sept. 
11th attacks and urged others to live 
by the attack’s important lesson. 

“If 9/11 taught us one thing, it is 
that we can never take for granted 
that the victories won on behalf of 
freedom will endure -- they must 
be vigorously defended by a new 
generation. Freedom isn’t free—it 
never has been. Let this day be a 
reminder of that for all time.”

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground commemorates Patriot Day

An honor guard comprised of Yuma proving Ground soldiers, 
police officers, and firefighters raised the American flag and 
lowered it to half-mast as the crowd looked on. (photo by 
mark schauer)

Yuma proving Ground (YpG) Firefighter raul Carlos was 
one of two YpG firefighters who ran dressed in their full 
gear. (photo by Ana Henderson)

AbOVe: At 8:46 Am, the Yuma proving 
Ground Fire Department sounded their 
sirens in honor of those killed when the 
first plane hit the North twin tower on 
sept. 11, 2001.  LeFt: running to remem-
ber. Col. patrick mcFall, Command sgt. 
major Herbert Gill, Lt. Col. shane Dering, 
soldiers, police officers, firefighters, 
civilians, and community members took 
part in the annual patriot Day 5k run/
walk to honor those killed in the terrorist 
attacks. (photos by Ana Henderson)
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september is suicide prevention month. At Yuma proving Ground, 
awareness is being spread in various ways. From social media to 
one-on-one interactions such as this informational booth manned 
by the YpG suicide prevention team. remember the new National 
suicide and Crisis line number is 988. (photo by Ana Henderson)

Suicide Prevention Month awareness

Submitted by the YPG Equal 
Employment Office

National Hispanic Heritage Month 
(NHHM) is from Sept. 15 – Oct. 
15.  This year’s theme is “Unidos:  
Inclusivity for a Stronger Nation.”  
Unidos, roughly translated to mean 
united, connected, or close. 

The Department of Defense has 
long upheld the concept of deriving 
strength from unity and why they 
chose to highlight American civil 
rights activist Ms. Sylvia Mendez 
pictured in the flyer. 

In 1944, when Mendez was eight 
years old, her family tried to enroll 
her at Westminster Elementary 
School, which did not admit 
Hispanic students. After repeated 
appeals to the school’s principal 
and the county school board, 
Mendez’s father sought legal action. 
He hired a civil rights attorney 
who filed a federal lawsuit against 
Westminster and three other school 

districts in Orange County, which 
argued segregating children based 
on ethnicity was a violation of the 
equal protection clause of the 14th 
Amendment.

In 1946, A judge ruled in favor 
of the Mendez family and ordered 
the four school boards to stop 
segregating Hispanic children. A 
year after that, an appeals court 
upheld the decision, and the state of 
California outlawed all segregation 
in its public schools. The racial 
equality the Mendez family fought 
for paved the way for the landmark 
1954 Supreme Court case Brown 
vs. Board of Education, which 
signaled the end of legalized racial 
segregation in all U.S. schools. 

Following the court case, 
Mendez attended the desegregated 
Westminster Elementary School 
and set her sights on becoming a 
nurse. After earning a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from California 

State University in Los Angeles, 
she served more than 30 years as 
a nurse at the Los Angeles County 
University of Southern California 
Medical Center. When she retired 
from nursing, Mendez focused 
her attention on teaching others 
about her legal case. In 2011, U.S. 
President Barack Obama awarded 
her with the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom for her efforts in civil 
rights.

The term Hispanic refers to people 
of any race who trace their ethnic 
roots to a country where Spanish 

is the primary language, including 
Spain. Latino refers to people of 
any race who trace their roots back 
to countries from the Caribbean, 
Mexico, and throughout Central and 
South America. Today, thousands of 
Hispanic American Service members 
worldwide are protecting our nation. 
As in generations past, we honor 
our Hispanic community—military 
and civilian—for their significant 
contributions to (or toward) 
protecting the U.S. and embodying 
the DoD values that unite us all as 
one team.

National Hispanic Heritage Month
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By Jaysen Lockett
Mission readiness demands a 

properly fueled body - this could 
mean the difference between top 
performance and mission failure. 
View your mind and body as a 
high-performance athlete. Like 
professional athletes, to be the 
best at performing, they need to be 
nutritionally fit. Eating nutritional 
foods provide top cognitive and 
physical performance and improves 
your long-term health. Eating 
non-nutritional foods, especially 
in extreme conditions (heat, cold, 
humid, and high altitude) can lead 
to fatigue, rapid weight loss, injury, 
illness, and dehydration.

Nutritional food examples and 
why

• Salty foods:
Olives and pickles are a good way 

to obtain energy for those who are 
active during the warmer months. 
Athletes use salty foods for energy, 
so they are a proven way to beat 
the heat. Salt is made of sodium, 
which we lose while sweating in 
hot conditions. Eating salty foods 
helps us to replenish the sodium lost 
through sweat. Too much salty food 
can make you feel bloated, so eat 
these items in moderation.

• Fruits and vegetables:
Fruits and vegetables that have 

a high-water content. This will 
help you stay hydrated during the 
hotter days while you are working 
outside and sweating. Many fruits 
and vegetables such as watermelon 
and cucumbers have a high-water 
content and will assist in keeping you 
hydrated and not feeling run down 
from eating heavy foods.

• Soups:
Summer soups differ from other 

soups, as they tend to be cool and 
assist in cooling down your body’s 
temperature. Many people may 
not think of eating soup when it is 
100 degrees or more outside, but 
it is actually a pretty good idea. 
Soups made from ingredients like 
celery or avocados do a great job 
at accomplishing this. Along with 
helping you cool down, vegetables 
used in these soups usually have high 
levels of vitamins to give you more 
energy in your workday.

• Soups, stews, and porridge can 
help with hydration levels. 

• Also, if you are a fan of spicy 
chili, it will help you cool off. 

• When you eat hot or spicy foods, 
your nervous system senses rising 
temperature and it triggers a type of 
sweat gland called eccrine glands to 
release the salty stuff.

• Since there are two to four 
million sweat glands in the human 
body.  Sweating cools you off more 
efficiently than a cone of ice cream or 
cold drink.

Non-nutritional food examples 
and why

• Meat: 
You may also want to avoid a lot of 
meat or high-protein foods during 
a heatwave. It takes more digestive 
power to digest protein, which 
creates heat in a process known as 
thermogenesis.

• Diuretic Foods: 
Foods like mangoes, fennel, 
artichokes, and asparagus are diuretic, 
meaning they will flush water out 
of the body. It is essential that you 
remain properly hydrated during a 
heatwave.

• Highly Processed Foods: 
You should also avoid foods that are 
highly processed and high in sugar, 
including candy bars, doughnuts, 
muffins, breads, pasta, and grains. A 
lot of water is needed by the body to 
metabolize these foods.

Negative effects from non-
nutritional meals

• Skipping a meal or going too long 
without eating in general:

Blood sugar takes a dip, signaling 
your body to start producing cortisol. 
Cortisol, commonly referred to as the 
“stress hormone,” is released to try to 
help regulate that dip in blood sugar, 
but it’s also creating a stress response 
in the body. This can not only leave 
you feeling anxious or depressed, but 
also moody, irritable, and confused.

• Lack of vitamin D:
Low amounts of vitamin D in your 

system causes tired all the time, joint 
pain, and decreases the productivity 
of our natural immune system against 
a lot of our new friends, i.e., COVID, 
colds, influenza, etc. 

• Poor nutrition habits:
Can be a behavioral health issue, 

because nutrition and diet affect how 
you feel, look, think, and act. A bad 
diet results in lower core strength, 
slower problem-solving ability 
and muscle response time, and less 
alertness. Poor nutrition creates 
many other negative health effects as 
well such as high cholesterol, heart 
disease, diabetes, hypertension just to 
mention a few examples.

Additional information on, YPG 
Wellness Promoting one YPG…
One Healthy Team and Workplace 
Wellness can be found on Sharepoint 
under YPG Wellness. There is 
excellent information on healthy 
meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner, and 
snacks along with recipes.  Also, 
information on the YPG Civilian 
Fitness program (AR 600-63 Health 
Promotion) can be found on the YPG 
Intranet Website.

To read 
the full 
article 
scan the 
QR code.

Safety Corner
High performance workforce

Here is a list of some healthy eating habits that can help with work functions.

We all enjoy our snacks between meals.  Here are some examples of nutritional snacks.
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Yuma proving Ground (YpG) welcomed Yuma International Airport Director 
Gladys brown to share her inspiring career and life journey. (photos by 
brandon mejia)

the local Girl scouts troop #179 helped kick off the luncheon by leading 
the attendees in the pledge of Allegiance.

Women’s equality was the theme for the luncheon hosted by YpG’s equal 
employment Opportunity Office.

YpG’s Commander Col. patrick mcFall, Chief of staff minerva peters, and 
Acting Garrison manager Kenneth musselwhite also shared remarks during 
the luncheon celebrating women’s contribution to the workforce and 
society.

Women’s Equality 
Luncheon
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By Ana Henderson
In an emergency situation every 

second counts, and every move, and 
decision becomes more critical. 

For this reason, the Military Free 
Fall (MFF) School located at Yuma 
Proving Ground (YPG) executed a 
full-scale medical exercise to practice 
what could one day be a real scenario.

Sgt. 1st  Class Charles Brooks is 
the MFF Special Operations Medic.

“Safety is a number one priority for 
our command and providing the best 
standard of care for our personnel. 
One way to do that is to incorporate 
clear lines of communication for all 
entities involved in the emergency 
medical evacuation process.” 

The scenario that played out on 
Cox Field on the morning of Sept. 15 
involved a jumper who injured his 
leg when landing. Once his fellow 
jumpers noticed him not standing, 
they immediately jumped into action, 
racing to his side, and calling for help 
on the two-way radio.

The YPG Fire Department arrived 
within minutes to provide support, the 
YPG Police Department blocked off 
street access, and CareFlight flew on 
to Cox Field for the injured jumper. 

“The uniqueness of this situation 
is while they [MFF medics] are 
trained for field operations, we can 
provide a level of emergency medical 
services across YPG,” explained YPG 
Deputy Fire Chief Matthew Kelly, 
who observed the scene.  “Being 
able to work together allows us to 
get training with them, who are used 
to working in the field on their own, 

and they get the chance to work 
with a municipality while we also 
get a chance to see their skill set as 
Warfighters.” 

While everyone is highly trained, 
Kelly explains communication issues 
such as different radios, different 
frequencies, and different standard 
operating procedures between the 
four entities aiding, is what gets 
worked out during these types of 
exercises. 

“It’s a lot of moving parts to take 
care of one patient and provide that 
expert professional care,” Kelly said. 

In this scenario the YPG Fire 
Department provided support by 
moving the patient on to the gurney 
and transporting the patient to their 
ambulance to protect him from the 
outdoor elements until CareFlight 
arrived. They provided an ambulance 
and fire truck which totaled six crew 
members, typically two paramedics 
and four emergency medical 
technicians.

CareFlight is based in Yuma and 
not part of the installation, yet they 
respond to calls at YPG. CareFlight 
Nurse Haley Stinson explained. 

“We try to do as many drills as 
we can. Not only for our crew but 
to make sure the people that we 
serve are comfortable with how 
we respond. It helps us build those 
relationships so when the real thing 
happens, we are ready to go and 
worked together before and kind of 
know what to expect.”

Following the exercise, the four 
entities held an after-action review 
and will update their response 
procedures as needed. Overall, those 
involved said the exercise surpassed 
expectations.

 “I couldn’t be any happier with the 
participation from the Military Free 
Fall School and the med section. I 
appreciate all the agencies involved. 
Everyone came in to make this 
successful,” Brooks remarked.

Military Free Fall School hosts joint medical exercise drill

the military Free Fall school located at Yuma proving Ground planned a full-scale medical exercise to practice what could one 
day be a real emergency. the scenario that played out on Cox Field on the morning of sept. 15 involved a jumper who injured 
his leg when landing. (photos by Ana Henderson)

While the Yuma proving Ground (YpG) police Department blocked off street access, CareFlight flew on to Cox Field to trans-
port the patient to the hospital. CareFlight is not part of the installation yet responds to the call at YpG.

the Yuma proving Ground (YpG) Fire Department ar-
rived within minutes to provide support by moving the 
patient on to the gurney and transporting the patient 
to their ambulance to protect him from the outdoor 
elements until CareFlight arrived. 
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By Brandon Mejia
The future warfighters of America 

got an inside glimpse of U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) in 
September following their recent 
enlistment into the Army. 

While the proving ground isn’t 
necessarily a training station for 
troops, it is one of the United States 
military’s premier testing centers, 
according to YPG Commander Col. 
Patrick McFall.

McFall welcomed the recruits with 
a look into YPG’s mission; testing 
and evaluating nearly everything in 
the U.S. military’s war-time arsenal. 
Equipment that the young recruits 
could someday depend on during 
their time in the Army. 

But to understand how far the 
Army has come, you must start from 
the beginning and there is no better 

place to get that rich and bold history 
than that of the Heritage Center 
located in the heart of YPG. 

Heritage Center Curator Bill 
Heidner walked the group of 13 
recruits through the early years of 
the proving ground, bringing them 
back to Fort Yuma, through the initial 
years of the Yuma Quartermaster 
Depot, to what was the Desert 
Training Center, Camp Laguna, 
Yuma Test Branch, Yuma Test 
Station, to now, what is known as the 
Yuma Test Center. 

“It is important to understand and 
learn about our history, and the things 
that our people went through,” said 
Jose Campos, who recently enlisted 
in the Army. “I have been learning 
a lot of stuff about today in just the 
three hours of being here [YPG].”

The young group of enlistees 

not only got a history lesson but a 
firsthand look at the Stryker combat 
automotive vehicle, and got to see 
what it means to be a part of the 
Army’s Airborne Test Force (ATF). 
Spending time with riggers at ATF, 
recruits saw how the chutes were 
packed, and prepared for jumpers 
and payloads that are dropped out of 

the sky. 
However, the experience wouldn’t 

be complete without letting the future 
Soldiers try their first MRE which 
is a Meal Ready to Eat. All 13 along 
with their Staff Sergeant got to enjoy 
their choice of MRE, the first of 
many as they embark in their journey 
through the military. 

  
Come And Join Us... Your Friends At

Red’s Bird CageRed’s Bird Cage
SaloonSaloon

Located in the heart of Historic Downtown Yuma

231 Main St. · 928-783-1050
Mon-Fri 10:00am - 2:30am • Sat & Sun 8:00am - 2:30am

82378

Newly enlisted Army recruits tour Yuma Proving Ground 

Yuma proving Ground (YpG) Commander Col. patrick mcFall welcomed the young recruits with a look into YpG’s mission; 
testing and evaluating nearly everything in the u.s. military’s war-time arsenal. equipment that the young recruits could 
someday depend on during their time in the Army. (photos by brandon mejia) 

the young group of enlistees not only got a history lesson but a firsthand look at the stryker combat automotive vehicle, and 
got to see what it means to be a part of the Army’s Airborne test Force (AtF). spending time with riggers at AtF, recruits saw 
how the chutes were packed, and prepared for jumpers and payloads that are dropped out of the sky. 

the experience wouldn’t be complete without letting the future soldiers try their first mre which is a meal ready to eat. All 
13 along with their staff sergeant got to enjoy their choice of mre, the first of many as they embark in their journey through 
the military.
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The coldest times the vehicle 
was operating on road courses 
saw the mercury plunge below 
-36 degrees Fahrenheit, and the 
crew had much to do. The AMPV 
accumulated hundreds of miles on 
CRTC’s punishing road courses, and 
undertook braking and acceleration 
tests at CRTC’s automotive test 
track. Throughout the course of the 
evaluation, CRTC testers 

Further, the engine was subjected 
to cold starts in temperatures well 
below zero, oftentimes after having 
cold air blown on its engine from 
tubular fans to ensure a maximum 
of frigidness. The testers drove the 
vehicle for more than 1,000 miles 
across primary and secondary roads 

and cross-country trails.
“Normally when it is extremely 

cold, we prioritize cold starts,” said 
Krueger. “If it is extremely cold and 
we aren’t doing cold starts, I like to 
try to get a lot of durability miles 
in. Cross country is the slowest and 
takes the most time—the majority of 
our effort is getting those miles.”

A portion of the test involved a 
Soldier touchpoint where active-duty 
service members used the vehicle in 
the extreme cold.

“The Soldiers that participated 
were from a Stryker brigade,” said 
Hannah Henry, test coordinator. 
“The AMPV is fairly similar to it, so 
we wanted to get their feedback.”

The touchpoint utilized the medical 
evacuation variant of the AMPV.

“Their main focus was the ability 
to get patients into and out of the 
vehicle,” said Henry. “How slippery 

does the ramp get? Can you operate 
the medical equipment in the cold? 
They rode as patients in the vehicle 
and rated how they felt as the vehicle 
moved along.”

The AMPV has undergone 
extensive testing at all three of U.S. 

Army Yuma Proving Ground’s 
natural environment test centers—
Yuma Test Center outside Yuma, 
Ariz.; Cold Regions Test Center 
at Fort Greely, Alaska; and, most 
recently, at Tropic Regions Test 
Center in the jungle of Panama.

AmpV
FROM PAGE 1

the Armored multi-purpose Vehicle’s engine was subjected to cold starts in temperatures well below zero. the testers 
drove the vehicle for more than 1,000 miles across primary and secondary roads and cross-country trails. (photo by sebas-
tian saarloos)

The relationship between the 
Earth’s oceans and moon is what 
is known as the tidal force.  The 
tidal force causes Earth to bulge 
out on the side closest to and 
farthest from the moon (because 
of this the Earth is not a perfect 
sphere).  

These bulges of water create 
high tides.  Rising tide is when 
the tide moves from low tide to 
high tide.  Conversely, falling 
tide is when the tide moves from 
the high tide to low tide.  Certain 
tides produce better fishing 
conditions.  

Paradoxically, the best time 
to catch fish in the oceans are 
during rising and falling tides.  
This may not come as a surprise 
to fishermen, but to those who 
don’t fish this is counterintuitive.  
Falling tides are the best time to 

catch fish.  Slack tide, when the 
tide is neither rising nor falling 
and when the water is least rough, 
is the worst time to go fishing.  

Full and new moons create 
better fishing conditions because 
they produce lower low tides and 
higher high tides and as a result 
faster currents between the tides.  
Once again, the absolute best time 
to catch fish is during falling tides 
when the waters are moving from 
high to low tides, the water is 
running back into the ocean, and 
the water is at its roughest.  

In life, when do you experience 
the most growth?  Is it when 
nothing is happening or when the 
“waters” are rough?  Remember, 
God is not only with you during 
the rough times in your life, 
He will help you grow and get 
stronger through adversity.  

Isaiah 43:2 says, “When you 
pass through the waters, I will be 
with you; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame 
shall not consume you.”

Chaplain’s Corner
Grow and get stronger through adversity

Chaplain’s Corner
Chaplain Capt. 
Ryan Pearse
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Proposed Plan for Military 
Munitions Response Program, 
Former Camp Laguna (Site YPG-
003-R-01), Yuma Proving Ground, 
AZ

The United States Department of 
the Army invites public comment on 
the Proposed Plan for the Former 
Camp Laguna (Site YPG-003-R-01) 
or Site located at the Yuma Proving 
Ground, Arizona.   

The Proposed Plan identifies the 
preferred cleanup strategy and invites 
the public to review and comment on 
the Proposed Plan during a 30-day 
public comment period that will run 
from September 12, 2022 through 
October 12, 2022. 

The Proposed Plan may be obtained 
from the Administrative Record at:
Main Library - Yuma County Library 
District
2951 S 21st Drive
Yuma, AZ 85364 

Foothills Branch Library - Yuma
13226 E South Frontage Rd
Yuma, AZ 85367-7416

Written comments for the Proposed 
Plan may be submitted at any time 
during the comment period, but they 
must be emailed or postmarked no 
later than midnight on October 12, 
2022. Comments should be submitted 
to Ms. Donnett Brown: 
USAG Yuma Proving Ground
Directorate of Public Works
Environmental Sciences Division 
(AMIM-YMP-E)
Bldg 307, Rm 2
Yuma, AZ 85365
Email: donnett.brown2.civ@army.mil
Phone: 928-328-2754

After the public comments are 
reviewed and considered, the final 
remedial decision will be issued in a 
Decision Document (DD). Copies of 
the DD will be available for review in 
the Administrative Record.

U. S. Army Garrison Yuma Proving 
Ground (YPG) is revising its Integrated 
Natural Resource Management Plan 
(INRMP) in accordance with the 
Sikes Act (16 USC 670a) and Army 
Regulation 200-1.  This revision is 
needed to better describe the goals, 
procedures, and management actions 
necessary to effectively conserve Natural 
Resources on YPG in Yuma/La Paz 
County. The purpose of this Integrated 
Natural Resources Management Plan 
(INRMP) is to guide and document 
the manner in which YPG sustains the 
military mission on the installation while 
managing the ecological health of our 
natural resources.

In accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA), YPG has prepared an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) to 
analyze the potential for environmental 
effects of implementing this INRMP. 
Based on the evaluation in the EA, YPG 

has prepared a Draft Finding of No 
Significant Impact. (FNSI). The Draft 
INRMP, EA and Draft FNSI are now 
available for a 30-day public review 
period.

The Draft INRMP, EA and Draft 
FNSI are available online at https://ypg-
environmental.com/integrated-natural-
resource-management-plan-inrmp/

The public may submit comments on 
these documents until October 22, 2022. 

Email: daniel.m.steward.civ@army.
mil 

Mail: Daniel Steward, Environmental 
Sciences Division, U.S. Army Garrison 
YPG, 301 C St. Bldg. 307, Yuma, AZ 
85365.

The U.S. Army Garrison Yuma 
Proving Ground (YPG) is preparing 
a Legislative Environmental Impact 
Statement (LEIS) to analyze the 
environmental impacts associated with 
the U.S. Department of the Army’s 
(Army) request to withdraw and reserve 
for military purposes approximately 
22,000 acres of public land managed 
by the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM). If the request is approved by 
Congress, then the requested area would 
be added to the existing YPG withdrawal 
area and would extend a portion of the 
YPG boundary east to Highway 95, 
establishing the highway as a distinct 
physical landmark for the YPG boundary 
in that area. The requested withdrawal 
area would provide an additional safety 
buffer area to support air delivery testing 
on existing YPG facilities.

The public may submit comments on 

the proposal until December 8, 2022. 
Email: usarmy.ypg.imcom.mbx.nepa@

army.mil 
Mail: Daniel Steward, Environmental 

Sciences Division, U.S. Army Garrison 
YPG, 301 C St. Bldg. 307, Yuma, AZ 
85365. 

There will be two joint online public 
meetings hosted by the Army and BLM 
to gather input from the public. The 
meetings are scheduled for Wednesday 
October 19, 2022, at 3 p.m. and Thursday 
October 20, 2022, at 5 p.m. Mountain 
Standard Time. 

Go to https://ypg-environmental.
com/highway-95-land-withdrawal-leis/ 
and click on the Public Meetings tab to 
access the link and phone number for the 
meetings. Presentation materials will be 
available on the website for printing for 
those who wish to join the meeting by 
phone.

30-DAY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Yuma Proving Ground
Integrated Natural Resource Management 

Plan Revision

Yuma Proving Ground
Highway 95 Land Withdrawal

Notice of Public Comment Period 
and Virtual Meetings

928.920.3104
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Skating 
the 

night 
away

Library hosts origami class

YPG receives large coffee donation

the Yuma proving 
Ground Fitness 
Center transformed 
into a roller rink on 
the night of sept. 9. 
About three dozen 
community members 
laced up their skates 
and enjoyed the 
music and lights 
during the event. 
(Loaned photo)

Family morale, Welfare and rec-
reation marketing Coordinator 
maiko black showed community 
members and children from 
the Child Development Center 
attending the library’s activity 
time how to make origami 
houses. the class was paired 
with story time which featured 
“If I built a House,” then the 
attendees made their own 
origami houses and decorated 
them. (Loaned photos)

AbOVe: Holy Joe’s Café, a nonprofit organization, 
donated crates full of large coffee containers to 
Yuma proving Ground (YpG) by way of the YpG post 
Chapel. representatives from the from the Chapel, 
medical Clinic, Vet Clinic, and housing were on site 
to help unload boxes of coffee and distribute it to 
the YpG community. (photo by Ana Henderson)
rIGHt: YpG Chaplain Capt. ryan pearse encouraged 
the community to pick-up containers of coffee, he 
also made special delivers such as this one to the 
Airborne test Force. master sgt. Loreto rivera and 
Chief David minnis are enjoying their brew. (Loaned)
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