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By Brandon Mejia
Serving as one of the military’s 

premier testing facilities, U.S. Army 
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) is 
supporting Product Manager Towed 
Artillery Systems in efforts to 
develop and test a gun stand for the 
Australian government. 

With the ability to traverse 6400 
mils, elevate up to 1275 mils, and 
accept different models of gun tubes, 
the hard mounted Proof Gun Stand 
(PGS) is a highly modular and 
versatile system.  

The mount’s initial design was 
based-off of the Extended Range 
Cannon Artillery Mount (ERCA).

Andy McFadzean - Armaments 
Project Officer - has been a part of 
the project for nearly a year, and 

with the organization for 15, “We 
are considering it the future of test 
stands; you can interchange modules 
to meet the ERCA [Extended range 
canon artillery] requirements for the 
higher pressures and long ranges,” he 
said. 

Currently, the PGS is undergoing 
functional and engineering testing, 
configured with the M776 cannon 
tube and muzzle brake.  

Having been on the program since 
May, YPG test officer Anthony 
Austria says the gun stand can 
accept multiple gun tubes, including 
the M199 and M776. 

“The big thing here is we are just 
trying to prove out that this is a 

Australian-based gun stand tested at 
Yuma Proving Ground

SEE GUN StAND page 7

With the ability to traverse 6400 mils, elevate up to 1275 mils, and accept different models of gun tubes, the hard mounted 
proof Gun stand (pGs) is a highly modular and versatile system that is being developed and tested at Yuma proving Ground 
for the Australian government.  (photo by brandon mejia)
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By Ana Henderson
U.S. Army Sgt. Maclayton Cano is 

currently assigned as a Test Jumper/
Inspector Tester and Air Delivery 
Non-Commissioned Officer for the 
Airborne Test Force at Yuma Proving 
Ground (YPG).

Cano hails from Dumas, 
Mississippi, and enlisted in the Army 
shortly after graduating high school. 
She’s been serving her country for 

four years. 
Prior to arriving at YPG, Cano 

served as a parachute rigger for the 
Fifth Special Forces Group in Fort 
Campbell, Kentucky.

Professionally, Cano’s goals are to 
attend the Military Free Fall School 
and complete her degree. 

In her free time, she keeps busy 
with her toddlers, Mia who is two 
years old, and Luca who is a year old. 

Soldier spotlight

u.s. Army sgt. maclayton Cano is currently serving at Yuma proving Ground as part of the Airborne test Force. (Loaned 
photo)
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september is suicide prevention month. At Yuma 
proving Ground, awareness is being spread in various 
ways. From social media to one-on-one interactions 
such as this informational booth manned by the Army 
substance Abuse program manager scott Zaehler and 
Karen Hall at the commissary. (Loaned photos)

Submitted by the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Office

Hispanic Heritage Month is 
observed from Sept. 15 – Oct. 15 
of each year. The observance is 
celebrated during this time frame 
due to many significant events for 
various Hispanic communities which 
fall within the observance period. 

The President issues a 
proclamation each year calling 
on the people of the United 
States, especially the educational 

community, to observe National 
Hispanic Heritage Month with 
appropriate ceremonies and 
activities. 

Hispanics have had a profound and 
positive influence on our country 
through their strong commitment to 
family, faith, hard work, and service. 
They have enhanced and shaped our 
national character with centuries-
old traditions that reflect the multi-
ethnic and multicultural customs of 
their community.

National Hispanic Heritage
Month

Suicide Prevention Month 
awareness
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By Mark Schauer
Arizona boasts a large military 

presence, and is home to numerous 
defense contractors. 

Though Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG) has been part of the 
landscape for 80 years, some of the 
latter group may not realize that the 
proving ground, the busiest of the 
Army’s six test centers, conducts 
private industry tests in addition 
to tests for Department of Defense 
projects.

To help spread the word, YPG has 
hosted multiple tours of the proving 
ground and its capabilities for the 
Mesa Defense Alliance over the past 
15 years.  Usually among the visitors 
are representatives of multiple Mesa, 
Arizona-based defense contractors, 
and sometimes even elected officials.

“When Senator McCain first said 
I should bring our folks down to see 
you, there was knowledge about the 
testing, but a lot of our businesses 
were not testing down in Yuma,” 
said Sally Harrison, President 
and CEO of the Mesa Chamber 

of Commerce. “We did show and 
tell, had a wonderful dinner with 
the community, and that started the 
relationship.” 

Harrison said that whereas one 
member tested at YPG prior to this, 
the number quickly grew.

“I know at this point there are a 
lot of our members testing in Yuma 
instead of taking it out of state. It’s 
easier staying local, and it keeps the 
money in Arizona.”

The relationship goes both ways: 
Over the years, YPG personnel 
have toured the facilities of several 
Mesa-based defense contractors 
who manufacture military hardware 
pertinent to test operations at the 
proving ground. The most recent 
of these was in late July, when 
a group of 16 senior leaders and 
chiefs from multiple YPG branches 
visited Nammo Defense, Northrop 
Grumman, and The Boeing 
Company. 

The YPG visitors interacted with 
personnel from all three companies 
that had firsthand experience testing 

at the proving ground, and all had 
exceptionally positive things to say 
about their time at YPG. the most 
common compliments related to 
the experience and professionalism 

of the workforce, the extensive 
test infrastructure, and the proving 
ground’s flexibility with scheduling 
and willingness to adapt to last-
minute test needs.

Longstanding Mesa Defense Alliance relationship brings 
private industry testing to Yuma Proving Ground

Yuma proving Ground (YpG) personnel toured the facilities of several mesa-based defense contractors who manufacture 
military hardware pertinent to test operations at the proving ground. In late July, a group of 16 senior leaders and chiefs from 
multiple YpG branches visited Nammo Defense, Northrop Grumman, and the boeing Company. the group interacted with 
personnel from all three companies that had firsthand experience testing at the proving ground. (photos by mark schauer)



OutpOst          september 12, 2022   5

  
Come And Join Us... Your Friends At

Red’s Bird CageRed’s Bird Cage
SaloonSaloon

Located in the heart of Historic Downtown Yuma

231 Main St. · 928-783-1050
Mon-Fri 10:00am - 2:30am • Sat & Sun 8:00am - 2:30am

82376

Garrison leadership held the Garrison Employee Recognition Ceremony in late August to celebrate the achievements of their employees. (photos by Ana Henderson)

5 Years
Liliana Martinez

10 Years
Steve LaLonde
Gabriel Perkins 

15 Years
Bradford Crittenden
Marko Evitch

20 Years
Joseph Rochester
Maria Siliezar

25 Years
Alejandro Banda
Kirk Steib

35 Years
Joeann Bailey

40 Years
Connie Everly

Garrison Employee Recognition Ceremony 
for the second quarter

Length of service awards

Veronica Clark 
Civilian of the 1st Quarter & Civilian Service 

Achievement Medal

Sasha Monge & Jessica Bailey
Civilian Service Commendation Medal

Shauna Nunn
Civilian of the 2nd Quarter & Civilian Service 

Achievement Medal

Benjamin Rix
Meritorious Civilian Service Medal

Reed Rider
Civilian Service Commendation Medal

Ter Ree Castillo & Paula Alarcon (not pictured)
Civilian Service Achievement Medal
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By Ana Henderson
Students who enlist in the Reserve 

Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC) are 
committing themselves to full-time 
military service upon graduation. Yet 
in the years before that they spend 
each semester and summer training 
for their future and learning about all 
aspects of the U.S. Army.

Cadet Cullen Wilkes spent three 
weeks at Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG) familiarizing himself with 
the test and evaluation process. The 
internship is an optional follow-on 
training after advance camp which 
he finished prior to arriving at YPG. 
Wilkes was familiar with YPG’s 
mission and chose the installation 
because he’s studying Aerospace 
Engineering with a minor in Military 
and Science at the University of 
Alabama.

“There were few opportunities that 
had engineering involved. I had the 
opportunities to watch one of the 
videos and I saw a lot of explosions, 
tanks, Bradleys and various other 
artillery pieces and it caught my eye 
and I was looking forward to coming 

out here.” 
Wilkes interned with the Combat 

and Automotive Systems Division 
(CASD) and the Bradley team 
lead, Julio Zambrano, served as his 
mentor. Zambrano has mentored 
cadets in the past and enjoys the 
process.

“When they come to YPG, they 
have no idea about everything that 

we do, and how. By the time their 
internship is over they go back with 
a bigger and better overview of what 
we do, and they go home and share 
that knowledge.”

Wilkes said he got a “crash 
course” on the Abrams, Joint 
Light Tactical Vehicle and artillery 
while visiting combat vehicle and 
ammunition test sites. 

“I’ve gotten hands and eyes on 
equipment and had the opportunity 
to ask questions that most of my 
peers will take years to have the 
same opportunity to see all of it.”

Wilke said the internship will help 
him as he returns for his final year 
and focuses on his senior design 
project. 

“I will have the difficult task 
among my team, of questioning 
every single thing that happens.” He 
adds, “Because of this experience, 
I will try to think of every possible 
way that it could fail so that we 
can work around it, make it better 
and make sure it does not fail in its 
environment.”

As a Soldier the internship has 
provided Wilkes with a newfound 
respect for the work that goes into 
providing the Warfighter with safe 
equipment. Which is YPG’s mission. 

“It’s given me the opportunity to 
see what goes into the equipment 
that I will be using one day.” “I am 
grateful that the people here are 
passionate about what they do. I feel 
like I am in good hands.”

Cadet gets broadening experience at YPG

“It’s given me the opportunity to see what goes into the equipment that I will be using one day. I am grateful that the people 
here are passionate about what they do. I feel like I am in good hands,” said Cadet Cullen Wilkes following his internship at 
Yuma proving Ground.

Cadet Cullen Wilkes is studying Aerospace engineering with a minor in military and science at the university of Alabama. He participated in a three-week internship at Yuma proving Ground (YpG) where he got a crash course in developmental testing. 
Here he visits a training facility at YpG. (photos by Ana Henderson)
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robust hard-stand system. You could 
potentially use this system to fire all 
artillery projectiles and do all the 
kinds of artillery testing on it, from 
proofing the gun tubes, doing high 

pressure, high zone firing, extra-long 
range, you name it,” Austria said.

 “All the results, all the data, 
that we collected to date is very 
promising,” said McFadzean. “If 
everything goes smoothly, we will be 
looking to get the PGS to Australia 
in the October time frame.”

GuN stAND
FROM PAGE 1

“All the results, all the data, that we collected to date is very promising,” said Andy mcFadzean, armaments project officer. 
“If everything goes smoothly, we will be looking to get the pGs to Australia in the October time frame.” (photo by brandon 
mejia)

the new Director of the Long-range precision Fires (LrpF) Cross Functional team (CFt) Col. rory Crooks took to 
Yuma proving Ground (YpG) Aug. 17 to tour the installation and see the work being done on the ground when it 
comes to the enhancement of LrpF’s. 
Crooks along with YpG Commander Col. ben patrick mcFall, Yuma test Center (YtC) Commander Lt. Col. shane 
Dering and YtC LrpF CFt Integrator steve Flores spent the day seeing how YpG’s ammo plant, instrumentation, 
artillery maintenance, and extended range cannon artillery come together in efforts to increase the Army’s future 
modernization efforts. (photos by brandon mejia) 

Educational representative visits:
Northern Arizona University
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Sept. 13 and Nov. 17
Education Center hours
Open: Monday – Thursday from 6 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Contact: (928) 328‐3926 tamara.s.ramos.ctr@army.mil

 *Any mention of a specific educational institution or organization is 
not intended as endorsement, stated or implied, of the non-federal entity.

Education News

Long-Range Precision Fires 
Director visits YPG
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Yuma proving 
Ground officers 
were invited 
along with 
other first 
responders to a 
first responders 
appreciation 
lunch at the 
Ativo senior Liv-
ing home. Capt. 
travis thomas 
and sgt. David 
thompson min-
gled with the 
residents during 
lunch time and 
brought a smile 
to their face. 
(Loaned photos)

YPG police officers bring 
smiles to seniors
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Via negativa is Latin for way of 
the negative. This is the same idea 
as, less is more.  In today’s day 
in age, we are always striving for 
more. Instead of always looking at 
the world and trying to get more, 
we need to look at some things 
through the lens of via negativa. 

For example, statues are carved 
by subtraction. Italian Sculptor 
Michelangelo was asked about the 
secret of his genius, particularly 
regarding the statue of David, 
largely considered to be the 
greatest sculpting masterpiece of 
all time.  Michelangelo responded 
by saying, “It’s simple. I just 
remove everything that is not 
David.”  

Much about life is the learning 
of what to avoid. Usually, when 
people get in trouble, is it because 
they didn’t do something, or they 
did something they shouldn’t 
have?  

Ironically, knowledge grows by 
subtraction much more than by 
addition. Steve Jobs was asked 

about his success. He responded 
by saying, “People think focus 
means saying yes to the thing 
you’ve got to focus on. But that’s 
not what it means at all. It means 
saying no to the hundred other 
good ideas that there are.” Jobs 
goes on to say, “Innovation is 
saying no to 1,000 things.”  

You reduce most of your 
personal risks of accidents thanks 
to a small number of subtractive 
measures. What you don’t do 
is just as important, if not more 
important, than what you do. 
That’s why eight of the Ten 
Commandments are, “Thou shalt 
nots.” 

The good is mostly in the 
absence of the bad. It seems the 
greatest medical contribution of 
the last 50 years was to tell people 
not to smoke (absence of bad). 
The biggest way we can manage 
to extend people’s lives is through 
caloric restriction (absence of 
calories).  

Remember, most people get in 
trouble not because they didn’t do 
something they should have done, 
but because they did something 
they shouldn’t have done. Look 
at life through the lens of via 
negativa.  Subtract the bad from 
your life and watch it improve.

Chaplain’s Corner
Chaplain Capt. 
Ryan Pearse

928.920.3104

Chaplain’s Corner
Subtract the bad from your life
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By Mark Schauer
Developmental testing 

at U.S. Army Yuma 
Proving Ground (YPG) 
has supported the nation’s 
space program since its 
inception.

YPG’s booth on Aug. 
27 at the astronomy Star 
Party at Yuma’s Colorado 
River State Historic Park 
shared this history with 
eventgoers. 

From testing the 
precursor to the lunar rover 
in 1966 to the Capsule 
Parachute Assembly 
System of the Orion Space 
Capsule in recent years, 
testing at YPG helped 
ensure the equipment’s 
success.

YPG’s importance to the 
space program continues 
in the present day-- 
when NASA launches 
the Artemis mission in 
September, the Orion 
Space Capsule will be 
equipped with re-entry 
parachutes that underwent 
years of developmental 
testing at the proving 
ground.

75937

YPG shines light on history with space program

members of Yuma proving Ground’s (YpG) public Affairs Office manned 
a booth at the star party to inform event goers about the YpG’s 
contribution to the space program. (photos by Ana Henderson and 
mark schauer)
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