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By Mark Schauer
The M113 Armored Personnel 

Carrier and its variants are iconic 
vehicles in the history of mechanized 
infantry. 

First fielded in 1962, it was 
ubiquitous during the conflict in 
Vietnam and has seen service in 
virtually every American military 
action in the ensuing decades. 

The recently developed Armored 
Multi-Purpose Vehicle (AMPV) 
incorporates a long list of upgrades 
that make it significantly more 
advanced than the M113, with many 
more expectations for the worldwide-
warfighting environments.

The AMPV’s five variants—a 
general purpose vehicle, mission 
command vehicle, mortar carrier, 

and medical evacuation and medical 
treatment vehicles-- have nearly 
80% more interior volume than the 
M113, and significantly more power, 
survivability, and maneuverability. 
The cooling and electrical systems 
are also more robust to accommodate 
both existing and future upgrades. 
It boasts the same powertrain and 
suspension system as the Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle and M109A7 self-
propelled howitzer, which eases 
maintenance and logistics challenges 
for all three vehicles in the field. 

The AMPV has undergone 
extensive testing at all three of U.S. 
Army Yuma Proving Ground’s 
natural environment test centers—

AMPV undergoes intense testing at 
U.S. Army Tropic Regions Test Center

SEE AMPV page 6

the recently developed Armored Multi-purpose Vehicle (AMpV) incorporates a long list of upgrades that make it signifi-
cantly more advanced than the M113. this variant of the AMpV is undergoing testing at tropic Regions test Center in 
panama. (photo by Carlos Mora)
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By Ana Henderson
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) 

is the home of Yuma Test Center 
(YTC) which conducts testing on 
virtually every piece of equipment 
in the U.S. Army’s ground combat 
arsenal. YTC leadership recently 
named Karen Mort the Mission 
Support Employee of the Third 
Quarter for her work supporting that 
mission.

“I was totally shocked and 
surprised,” said Mort after receiving 
the award in a surprise ceremony 
with YTC Commander Lt. Col. 
Shane Dering.

Mort works as an Equipment 
Specialist supporting the 
Instrumentation Division. She was 
selected for the outstanding and 
vital work she and her team do 
to purchase essential equipment 
that ranges from instrumentation 
for testing, to personal protective 
equipment.

Mort humbly does not take the 
credit for what she does, she proudly 
gives credit to teamwork.

 “I have a fantastic three member 
Trax team that are my A team, and 
I cannot live without them. None of 
this possible without them,” she said 
smiling. 

Mort’s career at YPG has spanned 
nearly 12 years. She started her 
career at Trax International as a 
photographer and was cross-trained 
and utilized in purchasing.

“I was asked to go help in supply 
in 2012 and I never left,” she recalls.

Since then, Mort moved into a 
government position. She and her 
team are responsible for purchasing, 
receiving, in-processing, tracking, 
distribution, and inventory of 
the equipment purchased for the 
Instrumentation Division. The 
division serves a vital support role 
for testing. Instrumentation is used 
on virtually every test at YTC to 
collect data.  Mort was hired by the 
government on April Fool’s Day 
and laughs saying she told leaders, 
“Either the jokes on them or on me.” 

It’s surely been no joke that Mort 
is a vital member of the YTC family.  

Mort adds, 
“You can’t 
be good at 
anything or 
do anything 
important if 
you are not 
all in and 
everybody 
here is all in. 
They give 
100%. I am 
proud to be 
a part of this 
team.”

Listen to 
Mort’s full 
interview on 
the Outpost 
Outspoken 
podcast 
episode 17 
on Aug. 22 
by scanning 
the QR code 
below.
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By Joeann Bailey
Women’s Equality Day, celebrated 

every Aug. 26, commemorates the 
passage of women’s suffrage in the 
U.S. and reminds us of the hurdles 
overcome by the heroic women who 
faced violence and discrimination 
to propel the women’s movement 
forward. In the early 19th century, 
American women, who generally 
couldn’t inherit property and 
made half of a man’s wages in any 
available jobs, began organizing 
to demand political rights and 
representation.

By the early 1900s, several 
countries including Finland, New 
Zealand, and the United Kingdom 
had legalized voting for women as 
the movement continued to sweep 
across the world.

 In the U.S., the 19th Amendment 
to the Constitution was first 
introduced in 1878, but it failed 
to gain traction. It wasn’t until 
women’s involvement in the World 
War I effort made their contributions 
painfully obvious that women’s 

suffrage finally gained enough 
support. Women’s rights groups 
pointed out the hypocrisy of fighting 
for democracy in Europe while 
denying it to half of the American 
citizens at home. Because a 
Constitutional amendment requires 
approval from two-thirds of the 
states, 36 of them had to ratify the 
19th Amendment before its passage. 

The deciding vote in the Tennessee 
legislature came from Harry T. 
Burn, a young state representative 
whose mother’s plea to support the 
amendment became a deciding factor 
in his vote (which he switched at the 
last minute).

Women aren’t done fighting 
for equal rights. Today, the wage 
gap between men and women still 
impacts women’s economic power, 
and gender-based discrimination still 
plagues workplaces and business 
transactions.

To remind us of the struggles 
of the past, present, and future, 
Congress designated Aug. 26 as 
Women’s Equality Day in 1971.
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Women’s Equality Day Commander recognizes NCO of the year

Yuma proving ground (Ypg) Commander Col. patrick McFall and Command sgt. Major Herbert gill presented 
Airborne test Force Non-Commissioned Officer (NCO) staff sgt. Ahmed Elinbabi an Army Commendation Medal 
for being selected as the Ypg and Army test and Evaluation Command NCO of the year for 2022. (Loaned photo)

YPG leaders tour Mesa-based 
defense contractors

Yuma proving ground (Ypg) personnel toured the facilities of several Mesa-based defense contractors who man-
ufacture military hardware pertinent to test operations at the proving ground. In late July, a group of 16 senior 
leaders and chiefs from multiple Ypg branches visited Nammo Defense, Northrop grumman, and the Boeing 
Company. the group interacted with personnel from all three companies that had firsthand experience testing at 
the proving ground. (photo by Mark schauer)
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Army Test and Evaluation 
Command (ATEC) Yuma Proving 
Ground (YPG) family, it’s August 
which mean it’s Antiterrorism 
Awareness Month. YPG Commander 
Col. Patrick McFall wants all 
YPG employees practicing good 
Antiterrorism (AT) habits throughout 
the year. However, in the month of 
August everyone can focus on areas 
that may normally get overlooked, 
have conversations about AT plans 
and other antiterrorism measures 
they can use to keep adversaries at 
bay. 

The Department of the Army (DA) 
has been supporting Antiterrorism 
Awareness Month for 13 years and 
YPG’s focus remains in line with 
the DA.  YPG’s Commander and I 
your ATEC Mission Antiterrorism 

Officer (ATO) want everyone to 
be, “vigilant to detect terrorist and 
violent extremist activities, which 
pose a threat to the security of 
Army communities and operational 
readiness.”    

Antiterrorism Awareness Month 
strengthens our unity of effort to 
defend against any terrorist threat. 
The principles of assess, detect, 
warn, defend, and recover, represent 
the characteristics of a successful 
AT integration program. YPG’s 
Commander is a vital part of this 
program and asks for your support 
in maintaining a safe and secure 
workplace.

The focus areas for the 2022 
Antiterrorism Awareness Month 
include insider threat awareness, 
training on countering violent 
extremism, suspicious activity 
reporting (including iWATCH Army, 
iSALUTE, criminal intelligence, 
and counterintelligence), threat 
awareness and reporting programs, 
operations security, unmanned 
aircraft systems reporting 

procedures, and antiterrorism officer 
credentialing.

Remember, “If you see something, 
say something.” Allow those trained 

to access threats determine if 
there is a real threat to YPG.

Contact your YPG 
ATEC Mission ATO 

for more information on AT 
Awareness: Alfonzo D. Brown, 
Alfonzo.d.brown@army.mil or 928-
328-6498.

Antiterrorism Awareness Month

Cold Regions Test Center familiarizes visitors

ATEC Mission 
Antiterrorism 

Officer
Alfonzo Brown

Antiterrorism 
Awareness Corner

Ypg Commander Col. patrick McFall, Ypg 
Command sgt. Maj. Herbert gill, YtC 
Commander Lt. Col. shane Dering (not 
pictured) garrison Manger Ron James and 
Antiterrorism Officers Charlie Johnson and 
Alfonzo Brown, helped kick the month off by 
handing out fliers at the gates on the morn-
ing of Aug. 1. (photos by Mark schauer)

LEFt: Cold Regions test Center 
(CRtC) leaders spent some 
time in July educating visitors 
about the testing capabili-
ties at the proving ground. 
Commander of the Defense 
Logistics Agency – Americas 
Col. Josielyn Carrasquillo 
was provided a brief and 
demonstration of the CRtC en-
vironmental chamber.  RIgHt: 
CRtC Commander Lt. Col. 
Jonathan Brown and technical 
Director Jeff Lipscomb hosted 
Douglas tamilio the director 
of DEVCOM soldier Center on 
July 14.  tamilio was shown 
around CRtC at Fort greely to 
include site visits to test rang-
es across the Fort Wainwright 
training area.  (photos by Lt. 
Col. Jonathan Brown)
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By Brandon Mejia 
In efforts to inspire the future 

workforce at U.S. Army Yuma 
Proving Ground (YPG), a team 
of engineers, scientists, program 
analysts, and team leads were sent 
to the nation’s capital to assist 
the Army’s educational outreach 
program known as eCybermission.

A weeklong convention where 
thousands of students from around 
the nation, sixth through ninth grade 
team up in groups of two to four and 
choose a real-world problem in their 
community to explore with the help 
of science, engineering, technology, 
and math (STEM).  

“It is like a science fair on 
steroids,” said Paula Rickleff, YPG 
STEM Outreach Manager and Gains 
in the Education of Mathematics and 
Science (GEMS) coordinator. “They 
are solving real world problems that 
could be impacting those living on a 
local level or even national level.” 

Fulfilling the weeklong agenda 
also includes an Army lab day 
where students engage with Army 
concepts from installations around 
the nation to show STEM is applied 
in everyday applications. 

In doing so, YPG has been a part 
of lab day for the last eight years, 
engaging students with water balloon 
ballistics and vehicle acceptance 
labs from subject matter experts who 
work in the field at YPG exploring 
the same concepts. 

Water balloon ballistics allows 
students to learn about indirect and 
direct firings, aerodynamics, and 
trajectory patterns by launching 
water balloons at distant targets 
using a slingshot-like system. While 
done on a much smaller scale at the 
convention, it relates to what test 
officers continue to explore at YPG 
through long range precision test 
fires.  

Sticking with Army modernization 
efforts, students get to see how 
vehicle acceptance concepts can 
even be applied to the remote-
controlled vehicles they use in their 
labs to test its durability, speed, 
traction, and control. 

“It’s focused on exposing the 
students to YPG and Army Test and 
Evaluation Command as an agency, 
and to let them know about the 
environmental testing and buildings 
our team conducts for the future,” 

said Janet Rios who is a 
manager analyst at YPG 
and heavily involved with 
the local STEM outreach 
programs. “The kids were 
very interested and were 
challenged in the labs.”

And while only those 
who make the cut 
are able to attend the 
national eCybermission 
competition, these same 
labs are offered during 
YPG’s summer program; 
GEMS, a two week-long 
program that welcomes 
nearly 70 bright students 
from Yuma-area schools to 
engage in STEM through 
nearly 10 different labs. 

  
Come And Join Us... Your Friends At

Red’s Bird CageRed’s Bird Cage
SaloonSaloon

Located in the heart of Historic Downtown Yuma

231 Main St. · 928-783-1050
Mon-Fri 10:00am - 2:30am • Sat & Sun 8:00am - 2:30am

82372

YPG enriches the youth at eCybermission’s Army lab day

scientists and engineers from Yuma proving ground hosted their water balloon ballistics and trajectory workshop, where 
students had fun testing the best way to launch water balloons while learning about aerodynamics and ballistics! (photos 
by eCybermission)

sticking with Army modernization efforts, students got to see how vehicle 
acceptance concepts can even be applied to the remote-controlled vehicles 
they use in their labs to test its durability, speed, traction, and control. 

“It is like a science fair on steroids,” said paula Rickleff, Ypg stEM Outreach Manager and gEMs coordinator. “they are 
solving real world problems that could be impacting those living on a local level or even national level.”
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Yuma Test Center outside Yuma, 
Ariz.; Cold Regions Test Center 
at Fort Greely, Alaska; and, most 
recently, at Tropic Regions Test 
Center in the jungle of Panama.

“It’s the first tracked vehicle we’ve 
seen in the tropics since the 1980s,” 
said Rolando Ayala, TRTC senior test 
officer. “We were excited to have the 
opportunity to test it.”

With tropical regions comprising 
nearly 40% of the world’s land surface 
and serving as home to more than 
half the world’s population, the U.S. 
Army ensures military equipment 
works as it should in this extreme 
tropical environment. Drenched 
by well over 100 inches of rain per 
year, the consequences of a tropical 
environment can be disastrous to all 
manner of kit and gear. Thick vines 
and vegetation can strip exterior 
components from transiting vehicles, 
insects can eat through Kevlar, and 
high humidity and salinity in the air 
can rapidly corrode even stainless 
steels. Vehicles in particular face 
special challenges: mud and other 
jungle biomass caught in wheels can 
degrade performance, or worse stop it 
completely in its tracks, and extreme 
humidity can cause water intrusion in 
fuel or lubricants. 

Following a successful test of the 
Stryker combat vehicle in recent 
years, TRTC used the same test 
facility for the AMPV. The testing 
environment includes a 5,000 square 
foot office and vehicle maintenance 
bay facility and miles of improved, 
unimproved, and cross-country road 
courses through double and triple 
canopy vegetation, which require 
regular maintenance to keep them 
from being reclaimed by the jungle.

After months of planning, the 
vehicle was slated to arrive for testing 
in October 2021, and personnel 
from Yuma Test Center— vehicle 
operators, mechanics, and a data 
collector with experience testing 
the AMPV—traveled to Panama to 
support TRTC’s efforts. They arrived 

anticipating that they would pick up 
the vehicle from port on a Saturday.

“We were monitoring on Friday, 
and everything was OK,” recalled 
Ricardo Martinez, TRTC’s 
logistician. “On Saturday, the captain 
decided to detour.”

Apparently fearing that his vessel 
would lose its reservation to pass 
through the Panama Canal, the 
captain had unilaterally decided to 
proceed to another port and return 
many weeks later with the cargo. 

“The vessel wasn’t going to 
stop, but Ricardo convinced the 
management at one of the largest 
container transshipment terminals 
in the region and asked them to 
expedite the unloading of the vehicle.  
This action is unheard of, in the 
international shipping industry.” said 
Ayala. “You wouldn’t have that type 
of support at these ports without 
their willingness to help, and that 
willingness was thanks to Ricardo 
establishing a relationship with them 
well in advance.”

Though a weeks-long delay was 
averted, the unexpected diversion of 
the ship meant the team had to pick 
up the vehicle from the port in the 
middle of the night and make last 
minute changes to obtain the flatbed 

truck and police escort they needed to 
deliver the vehicle to the test site. 

The platform had undergone 
substantial testing in Yuma and 
Alaska prior to arriving at TRTC, 
and TRTC test officer Tim Quintero 
had decades of experience testing in 
the former. Yet tropical testing in the 
most punishing jungle environment of 
Central America has its own unique 
challenges.

“Testing in this type of environment 
is a completely different animal than 
testing in the desert,” he said.

After 60 days of exposure testing, 
the team began running miles of 
simulated missions across road 
courses that ranged from improved 
and unimproved to cross-country 
jungle that turned to iron-gripped 
muck when heavy rains fell. As 
they traversed these courses, test 
vehicle operators continually verified 
performance of all the platform’s 
sophisticated electronics, and 
samples of the vehicles’ fluids were 
collected and analyzed at various 
points throughout the tests. Testers 
had the benefit of comparing both the 
performance of tracked vehicles at 
TRTC in decades past along with the 
recent AMPV performance data from 
Yuma and Alaska.

“I had a lot of reach-back capability 
from YTC’s combat automotive 
testers,” said Quintero. “They helped 
me out with any questions I had 
related to the vehicle, which they had 
a lot of experience with.”

The AMPV’s tracks gave it a 
significant advantage over a wheeled 
military vehicle in the worst of the 
jungle terrain, but testers had to be 
prepared to recover the vehicle with 
the aid of a bulldozer if the slick, 
muddy course caused the test vehicle 
operator to lose control.

“We are dealing with an 
80,000-pound vehicle,” said Carlos 
Mora, test engineer. “Recovery 
operations are more challenging.”

Furthermore, the test engineers 
purposely left the vehicle uncleaned 
after movements each day to simulate 
the worst possible conditions Soldiers 
might experience in a combat theater. 

Unlike other Army test centers, 
TRTC owns no land and thus relies 
on host nations to permit testing. 
The American embassies and 
associated military groups within 
each delegation in the countries 
TRTC operates in, recognize the 
value in supporting the test center’s 
mission and assist in securing the 
necessary permissions to conduct 
these important evaluations.

“As an Army section chief, I want 
to do whatever we can to get the 
best equipment in the field,” said 
Maj. Andrew Rember, Army section 
chief in the U.S. Embassy’s Office of 
Defense Cooperation. “I’m glad we’re 
upgrading from the M113, because 
it never seemed to keep up with the 
Bradleys.”

In the current world environment, 
natural environment testing to ensure 
equipment can be successfully 
utilized anywhere an American 
Soldier could deploy is more 
important than ever.

“If we don’t do natural environment 
testing in the tropics, we are doing a 
tremendous disservice to our military 
and Soldiers,” said Ernest Hugh, 
TRTC director. “You don’t want to 
give them equipment that is going to 
break down or rust away. Testing in a 
natural environment is key.” 

AMpV
FROM PAGE 1

the AMpV has undergone extensive testing at all three of u.s. Army Yuma proving ground’s natural environment test 
centers—Yuma test Center, Cold Regions test Center in Alaska, and at tropic Regions test Center in the jungle of panama. 
With tropical regions comprising nearly 40% of the world’s land surface and serving as home to more than half the world’s 
population, the u.s. Army ensures military equipment works as it should in this extreme tropical environment. (photo by 
Mark schauer)
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By Mark Schauer
Developmental testing at U.S. 

Army Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) 
has supported the space program 
since the beginning of the space 
program. 

YPG’s booth at the Colorado River 
State Historic Park’s Star Party on 
July 30 wowed visitors with the 
history of YPG’s testing in support of 
orbital and outer space flight.

Three major tests in the post’s 
history were of the lunar rover, 
GPS, and the Capsule Parachute 
Assembly System (CPAS) of the 
Orion Spacecraft, among other 
technologies. This testing has 
required the presence of numerous 
astronauts over the years, including a 
very special one.

In 1966, the Mobility Test Article, 
an early version of the lunar rover, 
went through developmental testing 
on YPG’s vast ranges.

Nineteen months after taking his 
giant leap for mankind, in February 
1971 Apollo 11 commander Neil 
Armstrong visited YPG to witness 
testing of the AH-56 Cheyenne attack 
helicopter. Though the AH-56 was 
cancelled by the Army the following 
year, the program was a boon to 
aviation testing at YPG, as it brought 
about the construction of a substantial 
amount of infrastructure like laser 

and optical tracking sites.
YPG was the home of GPS testing 

from 1974 through 1990. YPG 
testers attracted the program by 
demonstrating their ability to collect 
more data at a lower price than other 
test ranges. Whereas other test ranges 
of the period gathered position, 
acceleration, and trajectory data of 
test items with electro-optical trackers 
called Cinetheodolites, recently 
completed testing of the AH-56 
Cheyenne attack helicopter had given 
YPG an edge:  The proving ground 
owned and used a then-state-of-the-
art laser tracker that had a far greater 
range and comparable accuracy to a 
battery of Cinetheodolites. Further, 
engineers at the proving ground had 
adapted room-sized 1960s vintage 
IBM computers with specialized 

software that allowed them to collect 
test data from range instruments and 
onboard telemetry devices in real 
time, a groundbreaking advancement 
that dramatically reduced the time 
and cost of testing.

When the evaluations began in 
March 1977, the launch of the first 
GPS satellite was more than a year 
away, and, like today, a GPS user 
needs coordinates from four satellites 
to get an accurate location reading. 
YPG testers coped with this by 
creating an ‘inverted range’ made 
up of satellite simulators located 
in ground-based shelters at four 
different places. Ground tests of the 
infant technology were conducted 
from modified two-and-a-half ton 
trucks, and aircraft used for testing 
were outfitted with antennas on 
the bottom of aircraft to pick up 
simulated signals from the ground 
receivers. The earliest GPS systems 
were so large that a UH-1 helicopter, 
which carried as many as 14 troops at 
a time when used in Vietnam, could 

only accommodate a pilot and two 
passengers when carrying a GPS 
device. By September 1977 testers 
had conducted over 70 test flights 
with UH-1 helicopters and F-4, P-3, 
and C-141 airplanes. 

By the early 1980s, GPS 
technology had been miniaturized 
to the point that a man portable 
backpack weighing a mere 25 
pounds began testing with Soldiers 
at the proving ground. This testing 
was conducted in addition to that 
involving aircraft, all at a fast pace 
that lasted into the early 1990s.

In more recent years, YPG tested 
the CPAS that astronauts using the 
Orion space capsule will count on 
to land them safely back on Earth. 
Each of the system’s three main 
parachutes have canopies made with 
10,000 square feet of broadcloth 
nylon, and the rope that makes up the 
parachutes’ cord is made of Kevlar, 
the strong synthetic fiber used in 
body armor. The CPAS system is 
designed to deploy sequentially and 
pass through two stages prior to 
being fully open: after hurtling back 
into Earth’s atmosphere, two drogue 
parachutes deploy to slow the 10-
ton capsule prior to main parachutes 
decelerating the capsule to less than 
20 miles per hour. The system is 
designed with redundancies meant to 
protect the safe landing of astronauts 
even if two parachutes fail.

If you missed the fun at the first 
Star Party, don’t despair: YPG will 
have a booth at the next iteration of 
the event on Saturday, Aug. 27.

YPG’s booth at ‘Star Party’ shares history of testing for space program

Ypg’s booth at the July 30 astronomy star party at the 
Colorado River state Historic park wowed visitors with 
the history of Ypg’s testing of the lunar rover, gps, and 
the Capsule parachute Assembly system of the Orion 
spacecraft, among other technologies. Ypg will be at 
the next iteration of the event on saturday, Aug. 27. 
(photos by Ana Henderson and Mark schauer)
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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground’s 

customer base and areas of operation 
are both international.

The proving ground hosts testing 
for a wide variety of friendly 
foreign nations, and Tropic Regions 
Test Center (TRTC), in particular, 
conducts testing in countries as 
varied as Panama, Suriname, and 
Australia. 

Among the personnel in TRTC’s 
Panama office is Luisa Wong, a 
computer science engineer by 
training who has worked for the 
facility for more than 25 years.

She graduated first in her class 
at the Technological University of 
Panama and worked for a software 
company for nearly a decade until 
they abruptly ceased operations in 
Panama. She was doing freelance 
consulting work when she saw a job 
opening at TRTC in 1997.

“There was an ad in the newspaper 
looking for a technical writer,” she 
recalled. “I’m a computer science 

engineer and speak English, so I 
applied. I went to two interviews and 
got hired.”

She was initially a technical writer 

focused on report and plan writing, 
but, like most TRTC personnel, 
Wong soon found herself wearing 
many hats. She began doing duty 
as a data collector and, eventually, 
as a test officer testing military 
equipment. In recent years she has 
achieved notoriety in the test world 
for her expertise in exposure testing.

“Exposure testing is very 
interesting here because we have 

aggressive climates: marine sites, 
jungle sites. It is a good opportunity 
for customers because they can see 
the effects of climate on their items 
five to ten times faster than in other 
places in the world.”

Wong likes to dance and read 
as hobbies, but neither takes 
precedence over her delights in the 
accomplishments of her two children. 

“I love to travel to new places 
and meet new people. I really enjoy 
family time.”

Both of her children spent part 
of their academic careers in the 
United States: her daughter earned 
her undergraduate degree at the 
University of Louisville before 
getting a Masters of Business 
Administration at Panama’s 
Victoria International University, 
and her son graduated from the 
Notre Dame Academy and the 
University of Central Oklahoma after 
attending both schools on baseball 
scholarships. 

“I’m glad they both had the 
opportunity to live, learn and work in 
the United States,” she said. “They 
had great experiences.”

As for travelling, Wong’s efforts 
to travel somewhere every year has 
taken her to multiple countries in 
Europe and South America. 

Everyone gets VIP parking!

www.CoronadoMotorHotel.com

Coronado Motor Hotel
Historic Accommodations

with a modern touch
Military Discounts Available

Free Full Breakfast, WIFI 
and upgrades if available

76470

Computer science engineer marks 25 years 
at Tropic Regions Test Center

Luisa Wong, a computer science engineer by training has worked for tropic Regions test Center in panama for more than 
25 years. (photo by Mark schauer)
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By Ana Henderson
Capt. Ryan Pearse has an 

impressive resume. He served as a 
U.S. Army Ranger and earned his 
doctorate in Ministry. While his 
accolades earned him the titles of, 
Captain, Ranger, and Dr. Pearse — 
at Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) the 
community will get to know him as 
Chaplain Pearse. 

Pearse and his family which 
includes his wife of 12 years 
Kelly, and their four small children 
ranging in ages seven through two, 
moved to the YPG community 
in early July and are working on 
getting settled.

“In the short amount of time that I 
have been here it feels very familial. 
It seems like one big family, and 
we are excited to be a part of that 
family,” Pearse said.

His own experience as a family 

man has highlighted the importance 
of providing family friendly 
services and actives at the chapel. 

“I hope to bring a lot of energy 
and programs.”

Tentative plans include Sunday 
lunches, vacation bible school, 
children’s programs, and a musician 
for Sunday service in the next few 
months. All activities that were shut 
down during the height of COVID.  

While those plans will start to 
fall into place in the fall, Pearse 
wants the community to know the 
chapel’s doors are open now to the 
community during regular business 
hours Monday – Thursday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The chaplain and 
Religious Affairs Officer Sgt. Justin 
Neubert can provide resources and 
confidential counseling services. 

Pearse also leads the Sunday 
Protestant services at 11a.m. 

following Catholic services at 9:30 
a.m. He looks forward to serving 
the community through ministry. 

Since taking on the path of God 
he’s earned his Masters in Divinity 
and Doctorate in Divinity. He’s been 
both an assistant and main pastor, 
and now he’s ready share lessons 
learned from all his experiences. 

“I have no end of previous Army 
experience analogies I can use on a 
Sunday morning sermon.”

He adds, “I get to be a Solider and 
I get to be in ministry, it’s the best 
of both worlds. It’s the best job in 

the Army. I love it.”
Community members can keep up 

to date with the chapel through its 
official Facebook page or call the 
chapel’s main line at 928-328-3465.

Hello, Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG).  My name is Chaplain 
Ryan Pearse.  I am the new 
Chaplain here at YPG.  I live on 
base with my wife and our four 
children.  We are excited to be at 
YPG and I look forward to getting 
to know all of you over the next 
few months.  

Please do not hesitate to reach 
out to the Religious Support 
Office for any reason.  The base 
chapel is located right next to 
the Child Development Center 
and across the street from the 
Coyote Lanes bowling alley.  If 
you search “YPG Chapel” on the 

Digital Garrison app or Google 
Maps and it’ll take you right, 
there.  

At the chapel we have normal 
business hours Monday-Thursday 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.  During the week, 
feel free to stop by the chapel and 
say hi, check out our lounge area, 
and help yourself to some of our 
free literature/books, coffee, and 
AC!  

Please be on the lookout for 
a few upcoming ministries 
and services that will officially 
kickoff the first of October.  In the 
meantime, we offer two church 
services every Sunday morning: 
9:30 a.m. is our Catholic service 
and 11 a.m. is our Protestant 
service.  I am leading the 
Protestant service.  We just started 
a sermon series in the book of 
Matthew.  Please come check us 
out this Sunday morning!

Chaplain’s Corner
Our doors are open

Chaplain’s Corner
Chaplain Capt. 
Ryan Pearse

YPG community welcomes new chaplain

Capt. Ryan pearse and his family recently moved to Yuma proving ground. He will serve as the installation’s new Chaplain. 
(u.s. Army photo)

928.920.3104
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Educational representative visits:
Arizona Western College Veterans Rep.
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Aug. 17 and 24
Northern Arizona University
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Aug. 18., Sept. 13 and Nov. 17
Education Center hours
Open: Monday – Thursday from 6 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Contact: (928) 328‐3926 tamara.s.ramos.ctr@army.mil

 *Any mention of a specific educational institution or organization 
is not intended as endorsement, stated or implied, of the non-federal 
entity.

75935

Education NewsSchool is back in session

Backpacks were full, 
lunches were packed, 
and students were 
ready to return to the 
classroom August 1 
as school returned 
to session at price 
Elementary at Yuma 
proving ground. 
teachers were excit-
ed to be re-united 
with their students 
as parents dropped 
off kids ranging from 
kindergarten to fifth 
grade. (photos by 
Brandon Mejia) 
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