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By Mark Schauer
Yuma Proving Ground’s (YPG) 

status as the Department of 
Defense’s premier test and evaluation 
facility is greatly aided by its 
geographic isolation.  

Possessing over 1,300 square miles 
of range space, the proving ground 
can safely test virtually every piece 
of equipment used by Soldiers, even 
dangerous items like long-range 
artillery.

Though YPG does not have to 
contend with encroachment from 
houses and buildings, it is not 
exempt from the crowded radio 
spectrum that facilitates much of 
modern life. Every time you use 
a cell phone, microwave oven, or 
garage door opener, you are using 
parts of the radio spectrum, the 
invisible resource that YPG testers 
rely on to support their highly 
specialized testing, from using 

radar and telemetry in evaluation 
of artillery rounds to replicating the 
radio spectrum as it is in various 
places around the world to facilitate 
the testing of technologies to defeat 

roadside bombs. 
Maintaining these unique 

capabilities without competing 
needs interfering with each other is 
only possible thanks to the careful 

management of the air waves by the 
spectrum management office (SMO), 
a small office with a large mission.

Managing radio spectrum critical to YPG mission success

the Yuma proving Ground (YpG) spectrum Management Office is a small office with a big mission. they protect tests from electronic interference and also make sure YpG’s projects do 
not interfere with spectrum users outside the installation. (photo by Mark schauer)

SEE RADIO page 6
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By Ana Henderson
Yuma Proving Ground’s (YPG) 

first responders put their best moves 
forward on the morning of Feb. 9 
while recording a flash mob dance 
scene. The video clip is part of the 
Assistance League of Yuma’s effort 
to recognize Yuma’s first responders. 

The Assistance League of Yuma 
provides first responders with 
Assistance League Bears of Yuma 
(ALBY) Bears to give to children 
who they have encounter in the line 
of duty.  The ALBY Bears provide 
the children some comfort during 

their time of need. 
YPG’s first responders were happy 

to help even thought they were a 
little shy at first. 

“It feels good. It gets us back to 
the happy side of cop life and that’s 
what everyone needs to see that we 
all have feelings and we are here to 
serve each other,” Sgt. Joe Higuera 
of the YPG Police Department.

Conservation Law Enforcement 
Officer Shawn Baker echoed the 
sentiment.

“It’s for a good cause. I am glad 
we were asked to come out and do 

this. So we can show the 
community that there is 
more to us thank just ticket 
writing and handcuffs.”

The complete project 
released on the Assistance 
League of Yuma’s 
Facebook page featured 
first responders throughout 
Yuma County. 

the assistance League of Yuma invited first responders from Yuma proving Ground to take part in a video project in an 
effort to thank first responders throughout Yuma county. (photos by ana henderson)

YPG first responders show their dance moves for a cause
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Submitted by the YPG Equal 
Employment Opportunity office

Every March, Women’s History 
Month provides an opportunity to 
honor the generations of trailblazing 
women and girls who have built 
our nation, shaped our progress, 
and strengthened our character as a 
people. Despite hardship, exclusion, 
and discrimination throughout our 
history, women have strived and 
sacrificed for equity and equality in 
communities across the country.

 Yuma Proving Ground Equal 
Employment 
Opportunity Manager 
Joeann Bailey, lost 
a family member on 
Jan. 18, 2022 who was 
easily considered “The 
Queen of Basketball”. 
Lusia Harris was the 
first and only woman 
ever officially drafted 
by the National 
Basketball Association 
(NBA), a men’s 
professional basketball 
league.

 Harris is one of 
the many impactful 
women celebrated 
during Women’s 
History Month. The 
Delta State university 
student was picked 
in the seventh round 
of the 1977 NBA Draft 
by the New Orleans 

Jazz. It was a well-deserved pick, 
and Harris is still considered one 
of the greatest centers ever to play 
college basketball. Her record speaks 
for itself; she was a three-time All 
American at Delta State,

Four-Time All-State Champion and 
team Most Valuable Player. She set a 
record of 58 points in a single game, 
the most points by a woman in a 
college game. In 1976 Harris won a 
silver medal with the U.S. Women’s 
Basketball Team in the Montreal 
Summer Olympics.

Women’s History Month: 
“Queen of Basketball” 

related to YPG employee

Lusia harris was the first and only woman ever officially drafted by the National 
Basketball association. harris also won a silver medal with the u.s. Women’s 
Basketball team in the 1976 Montreal summer Olympics. (Loaned photo)

All employees within U.S. 
Army Test and Evaluation 
Command (ATEC) have a 
responsibility to be aware of 
insider threats and how they affect 
the test mission. 

Insider threats are actions 
taken by trusted employees. 
Their actions are harmful in 
nature and have major impacts 
on an organization’s facilities, 
resources and employees. 
Spies, workplace shooters and 
disillusioned employees who post 
sensitive or classified documents 
on the internet are examples of 
insiders threats and their harmful 
activities. Their actions put lives, 
missions and testing dollars at 
risk.  Insider threats may be a 
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) 
ATEC employee or contractor 
working on test equipment down 
range.  The threat posed to the 
testing mission could involve 
more than stealing classified data. 
Malevolent insiders could commit 
workplace violence, sabotage, 
or unauthorized disclosure of 
protected information.  

YPG leaderships wants 
every YPG ATEC employee to 
understand insider threat in two 

important areas.
Educate the workforce about the 

existence and purpose of the YPG 
ATEC Insider threat program.

Encourage the reporting of 
indicators and potential threats by 
employees.

In most cases insider threats 
could have been prevented.  
Studies show that employees were 
aware something was not right, 
but did not perceive the treat 
until after the incident happen.  
Employees must act prior to loss 
of classified information or an 
active shooter incident.  People 
who intend to conduct insider 
threat activities, normally talk 
about their intention prior to 
acting them out.  Here within the 
YPG ATEC community workplace 
vigilance is the most vital asset 
we have in prevention of insider 
threats.

Insider threats are harmful to 
the security of the installation and 
our workforce.  The YPG ATEC 
Antiterrorism Program is one way 
we deter insider threats.  However, 
the best deterrent is an active 
workforce who report suspicious 
activities related to classified 
information or workplace violence 
to their YPG ATEC Antiterrorism 
Officer (ATO).  

Contact your YPG ATEC ATO 
for more information on insider 
threats:  Alfonzo D. Brown, 
Alfonzo.d.brown@army.mil or 
928-328-6498 .      

Insider threats
Antiterrorism 
Awareness 

Corner
Alfonzo Brown

Antiterrorism 
Awareness Corner

the assistance League of Yuma invited first responders from Yuma proving Ground to take part in a video project in an 
effort to thank first responders throughout Yuma county. (photos by ana henderson)

YPG first responders show their dance moves for a cause

1.800.273.TALK 928.920.3104
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aBOVE: Yuma proving Ground (YpG) 
command sgt. Maj. herbert Gill gave 
a YpG overview presentation at the 
Foothills Branch of the Yuma county 
Library Feb. 24. (photo by Mark 
schauer)
rIGht: public affairs Officer Mark 
schauer gave an out of this world 
presentation on the topic of, “uFOs? 
cold War frost in the Yuma desert.” 
More YpG presentations will take 
place at both locations on March 24, 
and a date to be determined in april. 
(Loaned photo)

LEFt: the university of arizona senior 
Vice provost of research Dr. Elizabeth 
cantwell (left) along with Dr. Linda 
Denno (center), Lloyd Brown, Brian 
Ellerman, tanya hodges, samuel 
peffers, and richard Nicholls from 
the university visited Yuma proving 
Ground (YpG) March 1, to meet with 
YpG leaders and engineers. 
BELOW: YpG commander col. patrick 
McFall and command sgt. Maj. 
herbert Gill along with YpG senior 
leadership discussed the future 
opportunities within technology and 
engineering to help bridge the gap 
between graduates and the future 
YpG workforce. 

Day Exchange: Temporary change in hours
March 17 - April 29

Monday-Thursday:  6:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Fridays:  8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday:  9:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.

the group spoke with engineers that work within the Yuma test center and got the opportunity to ride inside a 
stryker along Laguna hilly to see how the work of engineers at YpG is used throughout the u.s. army. (photos by 
Brandon Mejia)

Residents eager to learn about YPG UofA and YPG leaders discuss higher 
education for workforce
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By Ana Henderson
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) 

Army Outreach Education 
Program, Gains in the Education of 
Mathematics and Science (GEMS) 
summer camps are just months away 
in June and now is the time for those 
students wanting to get involved to 
sign up.

The application portal for students 
is open and they have until April 15 
to submit their application. Students 
must be in grades sixth through 
eighth, meaning they can apply if 
they are currently in fifth through 
seventh grade. 

The GEMS program aims to 
provide Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) exposure to students to peek 
their interest at an early age. Each 
camp is a weeklong and covers a 
variety of STEM related activities. 
They include testing remote 
controlled cars, launching rockets, 
learning about high-speed optics, 
dissecting frogs and testing bacteria. 

“We try to make the learning 
experience super fun for the kids. 
It’s not a rigid environment where 
they learn then have a test. The kids 
can expect to have fun,” said Paula 
Rickleff YPG STEM Outreach 
Manager and GEMS Coordinator.

Executing the summer program 
is a tremendous amount of work 
and Rickleff always takes an 
opportunity to voice her appreciation 
for everyone who makes the camps 
possible which includes a team of 

YPG engineers, scientists, 
STEM coordinators and 
local educators.

“When we pull it off 
and see the kids having 
fun and not wanting camp 
to end…that is a very 
rewarding experience.”

She also thanks the 
YPG supervisors who 
grant their employees 
the time away from their 
daily job supporting 
testing equipment for 
the Warfighter, to help 

cultivate our potential future 
workforce. 

“GEMS could not be executed 
without the engineers and scientist 
who help teach the lab,” said 
Rickleff, “They come up with 
the curriculum. I work with them 
to get supplies and they are just 
phenomenal. They put a lot of work 
into setting these labs up and really 
good with the kids.”

Applications and more information 
on the program can be found at: 
https://www.usaeop.com/program/
yuma/

Gearing up for GEMS camps

Enrollment for the army Outreach Educa-
tion program, Gains in the Education of 
Mathematics and science summer camps 
at Yuma proving Ground is now open.  
the program provides science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics exposure to 
students to peek their interest at an early 
age. (photo by ana henderson)
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“Most of the time we are lucky 
because we have enough space to 
separate people,” said Derek Landry, 
spectrum manager. “If you can 
control the bandwidth and the power, 
and also the location of the test, 
you can accommodate everybody. 
If you saturate the environment 
with lots of people and equipment, 
that takes away from your testing 
ability because there is only so much 
spectrum.” 

The spectrum management office’s 
responsibilities are a bilateral 

affair:  not only must they insulate 
important tests from electronic 
interference, they also make sure 
YPG’s projects do not interfere 
with spectrum users outside the 
installation. 

More importantly, perhaps, 
is carefully assigning radio 
frequencies. Test officers who need 
to use radar or telemetry to support 
their projects must submit requests 
weeks or months in advance, and 
all radios used on the range must be 
approved by the SMO, a process that 
involves getting specific spectrum 
assignments from the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC).

“We have a lot of 
assignments. Some of 
those assignments are 
band assignments, so 
we can break those 
up for similar items. 
It just depends on the 
bandwidth and the 
power.”

The SMO orchestrates 
the seamless use of 
electronic equipment 
by everyone on YPG 
who needs it with 
good test planning.  In 
rare instances where 
problems occur, the 
office responds rapidly.

“Very rarely there 
is interference, but 
it is usually pretty 
obvious who and where 
the interference is coming from. 
We know what we have for test 
infrastructure and support, but 
sometimes customers bring extra 
items they want to use that they 
forgot to mention.”

The spectrum management office’s 
responsibilities are a bilateral affair, 
too: not only must they insulate 
important tests from electronic 

interference, they also make sure 
YPG’s projects do not interfere 
with spectrum users outside the 
installation.

“It’s not likely that YPG’s 
testing would ever interfere 
with commercial spectrum. It 
could possibly happen with other 
government spectrum users, but we 
would be notified quickly and rectify 
it immediately.” 

raDIO
FROM PAGE 1

Every time you use a cell phone, microwave oven, or garage door opener, you are using parts of the radio spectrum, the 
invisible resource that Yuma proving Ground testers rely on to support their highly specialized testing. (photos by Mark 
schauer and sgt. Marita schwab)

Garrison recognizes employees’ efforts
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Leaders with the U.S. Army Garrison at Yuma Proving Ground held a 
virtual employee recognition ceremony Feb. 24 with a small number of 
recipients in attendance. 

Yuma proving Ground command sgt. Maj. herbert Gill awarded five employees with coins on behalf of the Joint 
Modernization command to thank them for their efforts during project convergence 21. 
(left to right) tarnell pritchett, tammy hazlett, tyler pitts, command sgt. Maj. herbert Gill, Maria spolski and 
Kenneth Wright. (photos by ana henderson)

Mike stanton (left) and technical Director Larry Bracamonte (right) presented Kenny stuart (center) with the u.s. 
army Yuma proving Ground (YpG) commander safety award Feb. 24. stuart was recognized for his exceptional 
safety accomplishments as the chief of maintenance operations for the Yuma test center (Ytc) from august 
through November of 2021. YpG commander col. patrick McFall said stuarts actions reflect great credit upon 
himself, Ytc, YpG, and the united states army. (photo by Brandon Mejia) 

Civilian of the Year

Civilian Service 
Commendation Medal

Civilian Service 
Achievement Medal Certificate of 

Appreciation

William Sessions, 
Lead Firefighter

Daniel Decarlo
Richard Trelease

Maxx Oliver
Robert Barocio

Michael Morris
Benjamin Rix

Garrison Civilian 
of the 4th Quarter

Jose Rivera, 
MWR Cook

Garrison Civilian 
of the 3rd Quarter

Length of Service 
Awards

Bianca Carpenter, 
Supervisory Library Technician

10 Years
Janae Espinoza

15 Years
Michael Brick

20 Years
Brian Brown

20 Years
Luis Lopez

Garrison recognizes employees’ efforts

Employees awarded with coins Employee awarded for safety design
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In honor of read across america week and Dr. seuss’s birthday, the Yuma proving Ground child Development 
center celebrated Dr. seuss Day by dressing up. students sophia Winters and then summer parkhimtchik are 
pictured in their seuss inspired outfits. (Loaned photos)

the Yuma proving Ground library staff turned down the lights and buttered up the popcorn for movie night. 
children gathered on the evening of Feb. 26 to watch “the color of Friendship.”  the movie was chosen as a 
way to recognize Black history Month. (Loaned photos)

any mention of a specific educational institution or orga-
nization is not intended as endorsement, stated or implied, 
of the non-federal entity.

Movie night at the 
YPG library

Dr. Seuss day!
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By Staff Sgt. Ricardo Luna and 
Sgt. Justin Neubert 

Hello Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG) family! We, your YPG 
Religious Affairs Officers, would 
like to talk to you about spiritual 
fitness! We all have gone through 
tough times such as moving away 
from a community where you 
have built strong connections, the 
struggles of teleworking, hardships 
in your life, and even tragedies. 
How do we overcome all the 
stress, confusion and discomfort 
from these we ask ourselves?  By 
building our personal spiritual 
fitness. 

Spiritual fitness is about 
developing your coping and 
resilience skills through 
understanding your own beliefs 
and how you interact with the 
world. Spiritual fitness can help 
you leverage your value system, 
spirituality, and/or religious beliefs 
for peak performance, readiness, 
and resilience. Just like we go 
to the gym to lift weights, if you 
only lift weights a few times a 

year, it won’t make you physically 
fit. Spiritual fitness needs to be 
worked on frequently in order to be 
mission ready. Not everyone shares 
the same purpose, spirituality is 
something personal. You may ask 
yourself, “How do I achieve this? 
How can I successfully strengthen 
my spiritual fitness?” The answer 
to this question is not as simple 
as one would think. The reason 
for this is that we are all different, 
we think different, our purposes 
in life are not the same. But, 
even though we may not all share 
the same purpose, we do share 
the similar goals. Your spiritual 
fitness is typically healthier if you 
practice your faith, beliefs and 
other activities that support your 
spirituality. Some strategies we can 
focus on to help build individual 
spiritual fitness are to overcome 
challenges, be grateful, forgive 
yourself and others, live your 
values, connect with something 
greater and serve others. To begin 
the journey, take small steps 
consistently. It’s a journey for your 
life time, make progress day to day. 

Chaplain’s Corner
Spiritual fitness

Advertise 
Your 

Business 
Or 

Service 
Today!

Call 
(928) 783-4433
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