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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Cold Regions 

Test Center Commander Lt. 
Col. Ina Jackson has selflessly 
guided her rugged post at Fort 
Greely, Alaska since assuming 
command in 2020.   

Taking the reins in a time 
of unprecedented uncertainty, 
Jackson impressed superiors 
and subordinates alike with her 
steady hand and focus on the 
mission. 

“Lt. Col. Jackson provides 
really good research and a 
measured response in all 

By Brandon Mejia 
It is no secret that Yuma Proving 

Ground (YPG) is known for its test 
and evaluations of the U.S. military’s 
arsenal. 

Its 2,000 square miles of restricted 
air space, firing front and hundreds 
of miles of vast desert is ideal for a 
multitude of testing. And that has 
attracted private industry customers 
as well to utilize the resources YPG 
offers. 

Green Launch is one of those 
companies, and without places like 
YPG, it may not be able to complete 
its three-phase process that could 
ultimately send science payloads to 
space using an innovative hydrogen 
impulse launcher, with the only 
elements used being hydrogen and 

oxygen. That results in the byproduct 
of water vapor, hence the name - 
Green Launch. 

‘It is a combustion gun, it only 
makes water,” said Eric Robinson, 
the Green Launch outreach director. 
“There are no fossil fuels, there is no 
C02 produced, our fuel is hydrogen.” 

Regular rockets shoot with RP1, 
which is like kerosene or methane, 
explained Robinson. That produces 
19 tons of carbon dioxide for every 
ton put into orbit. “If you are worried 
about C02, that is something that 
makes our [Green Launch] system 
a little more appealing to people 
because all we are making is water.” 

Back in the 1960s NASA had gas 

Yuma Proving Ground helps 
private industry customer 

reach new heights

Green Launch physicist John Hunter (right) and Outreach 
Director eric robinson (left) set the cannon to a 76-degree 
angle to test its first vertical hydrogen impulse launch on 
Dec. 21.  (photo by brandon Mejia)SEE HEIGHTS page 8 SEE PRAISE page 5
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By Ana Henderson
Staff Sgt. Cody Lavalla is currently 

serving at Yuma Proving Ground for 
the Airborne Test Force as a shop 
foreman. 

Lavalla is originally from New 
Mexico and has been serving his 
country in the U.S. Army since 2006.

His Military Occupational 
Specialty is a parachute rigger. 
During his career he’s completed 
a variety of airborne type training 
including Military Freefall 
Jumpmaster, Military Freefall, Air 
Movement Operations and Airdrop 
Load Inspector. He’s currently 
enrolled in college pursing a 
degree in Operations and Project 
Management.  

His hobbies include, hiking, 
fishing, and reading, and exploring 
the desert. He has two children, 
a 9-year-old son, and 5-year-old 
daughter.

Soldier spotlight

u.s. army staff sgt. Cody Lavalla is currently serving at yuma proving Ground for the airborne test Force as a shop foreman. 
(u.s. army photos)

Feb. 20–26 marks National engineers week. yuma proving Ground engineers have degrees in: aerospace and 
aeronautical, agricultural, chemical, bioengineering, civil, computer, electrical, mechanical, general, materials, nuclear 
and systems engineering. the army as a whole is the largest employer of female science technology engineering 
and Math professionals in the u.s. Government. each play an important role in the mission of testing equipment for 
Warfighters. (photos by ypG public affairs Office staff)

National Engineers Week
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Terrorists’ selection process 
considers three elements—location, 
association, and opportunity—and 
generally follows a deliberate 
planning cycle regardless of the 
intended target and amount of time 
available to prepare for an operation.  
One important thing to always 
remember, terrorist groups don’t 
work on timetables.  It can be weeks 
or even years before they actually act 
on a selected target.

Location: Terrorists may target 
locations frequented by Americans 
(such as military installations like 
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) or 
facilities, or certain hotels, apartment 
buildings, public transportation 
centers, and nightclubs). Individuals 
should maintain heightened 
awareness in these locations and 
leave immediately if they observe 
suspicious behavior or activity.

Association: Terrorists may focus 
preoperational surveillance or attacks 
on obvious American tourists or 
personnel associated with the U.S. 
military. When possible, avoid 
disclosing your U.S. affiliation. When 
overseas, try to blend in with the 
local populace.

Opportunity: Terrorists look 
for “soft targets.” A soft target is 
a person, information, or facility 
in which the terrorist perceives a 
good chance of a successful attack 
and a low risk of interference by 
law enforcement or security forces. 
To reduce opportunity, individuals 
should maintain vigilance, practice 

good personal security habits, 
and alert the proper authorities to 
observed suspicious behavior.

Most intelligence agencies within 
the U.S. agree that terrorist use 
an eight step planning cycle.  It is 
important to everyone on YPG and 
our employees working the testing 
mission downrange.  That they 
understand, identify and mitigate 
these steps from happening in our 
areas.  

• Broad target selection
• Intelligence and surveillance
• Specific target selection
• Pre-attack surveillance and 

planning
• Rehearsal
• Attack and actions on objective
• Escape and exploit
• Post-attack surveillance and 

documentations 
Because terrorist personnel must 

expose themselves to effectively 
perform intelligence and surveillance 
activities, they are most vulnerable 
to detection by an alert and attentive 
Army community.  This vulnerable 
stage is where we can best help 
stab off any potential attacks to 
YPG and its employees.  Initial 
intelligence and surveillance may be 
accomplished using multiple methods 
(such as open-source information, 
Internet-accessed imagery, or 
ground surveillance). The initial 
surveillance conducted by terrorist 
group members to gather information 
on a broad range of targets will 
often be conducted by less-qualified 
and possibly “expendable” group 
members or by associates or affiliates 
of the main terrorist organization.

Surveillance:  Operations may 
include tests of security to determine 
security force response to unknown 
threats. The final, pre-attack 

surveillance may be reserved for a 
separate cell to maintain operations 
security (OPSEC) or assigned to 
more seasoned, professionally 
trained intelligence experts. The final 
surveillance may be conducted by 
the actual terrorists who will execute 
the operation.  Advanced terrorist 
groups operate within extremely 
compartmentalized specialties for 
OPSEC reasons. Often those who 
conduct the initial surveillance do 
not know those who conduct the 
final surveillance, and none of the 
surveillance personnel may know 
who will execute the attack. Other 
members of the group (planners, 
support, financiers, etc.) are often 
compartmentalized and have nothing 
to do with the intelligence gathering, 
surveillance activities, or attack.

Since terrorist groups 
compartmentalize their efforts, it is 
imperative to YPG Commander Col. 
Patrick McFall, along with the Army 
Test and 
Evaluation 
Command 
Antiterrorism 
Officer 
(ATO), that 
everyone 
understands 
the tendencies 
of terrorist 
groups.

• Rotate 
surveillance 
personnel 
to avoid 
detection.

• Abort the 
mission if 
surveillance, 
rehearsals, 
or pre-attack 
tasks are 
observed

• Use rented 
property 
or isolated 
locations as 
safe havens 
to avoid 
detection

• Conduct 
rehearsals and 

practice runs to refine operational 
skills

• Exploit social media in an attempt 
to influence or recruit supporters

• Test security on the actual target 
prior to the attack

• Postpone or cancel the operation 
because of random changes in 
security posture

• Seek standoff from anticipated 
response forces unless willing to die 
for the cause

Working together all of us can 
identify these tendencies, while at 
the same time possibly preventing 
a terrorist attack on the workforce.  
Each YPG employee plays a vital 
role in assisting with preventing 
terrorist attacks.  Stay vigilant, report 
suspicious activities and follow-up 
on anything you may have reported.  

Contact your ATEC ATO for more 
information: Alfonzo D. Brown, 
Alfonzo.d.brown.civ@army.mil or 
928-328-6498.

u.s. army staff sgt. Cody Lavalla is currently serving at yuma proving Ground for the airborne test Force as a shop foreman. 
(u.s. army photos)

The Terrorist Methodology and Tactics
How Terrorists Select Targets

Antiterrorism 
Awareness 
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By Mark Schauer
Traffic in the eastbound lane 

of Imperial Dam Road might be 
slightly slower for a short time, 
but the learning opportunities for 
Price School’s student body will be 
speeding up.

Trenching operations are in 
progress to lay fiber optic cable from 
Yuma Elementary School District 
#1’s server to Price School, located 
on the main cantonment area of YPG.

 “It will provide a faster, private 
internet connection for our school 
services,” said Christine McCoy, 
Yuma Elementary School District 
#1’s communications director. 

All other District 1 schools have 
had this high speed internet for 
the past six years, but running the 
fiber optic cable nearly 30 miles to 
Price School requires coordination, 
easements, and permits from 
multiple stakeholders and local 
governments, from the Bureau of 
Reclamation and Arizona Department 
of Transportation to the Union Pacific 

Railroad. 
The project has been in the making 

since the summer of 2020, when 
the district received federal grant 
money to help fund it. Planning for 
laying the cable on post at YPG also 
required coordination with YPG’s 
Department of Public Works. 

“The Yuma School District #1 
Technology Consortium Team and 

the YPG command worked diligently 
to get this much-needed upgrade 
at Price School,” said Keith Ware, 
Yuma School District #1 board 
member. “This will improve the 
learning environment for the children 
and increase the learning tools 
available for the teachers.  The fiber 
connection will improve the school’s 
capability to provide education in 
person and virtually.”

The improvements will be 
noticeable to students and teachers, 
officials say. 

 “Our in-classroom instruction is 
bolstered by digital learning: teachers 
use a lot of online programs to 
support the in-classroom learning, 
said McCoy. “Having a faster 
connection will be phenomenal for 
students’ classroom work.” 

“We’re excited about it,” said 
Jarrod Norris, Price School’s 
principal. “Our district has been 

extremely vigilant in making sure our 
students have fast and secure access.” 

The speed that the new connection 
provides is state of the art. 

“It’s a 10 gigabit per second 
service,” said Dean Farar, Chief 
Information Officer of the Yuma 
Educational Technology Consortium. 
“It is really fast internet service. 
Ultimately, we are using a number of 
online-hosted services that teachers 
and students always need the internet 
for.”

The COVID pandemic showed that 
reliable high speed internet access for 
schools is a necessity in the modern 
day.

“It opens up opportunities that are 
only online,” Farar. “We have greater 
access to any virtual experience, 
and the speeds allow us to not be 
inhibited by slow internet issues.”

District 1 officials hope to have 
the cable project completed in time 
for the start of the 2022-2023 school 
year.

“We are grateful to YPG’s 
command for helping us get to this 
point,” said Farar. “We recognize 
the partnership that we have with 
everyone there, and it’s great to see 
this project come to fruition.”

Price School high speed internet project on the road to completion

District 1 officials hope to have the cable project completed in time for the start of the 2022-2023 school year. It will 
provide 10 gigabit per second service to price school at yuma proving Ground. (photo by Mark schauer)

Crews are working on Imperial Damn road, in front of yuma proving Ground, installing fiber optic cable to price school. 
(photo by ana Henderson)
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she does,” said Richard Reiser, 
security manager. “She pays a lot of 
attention to detail and doesn’t make 
snap judgments or have knee-jerk 
reactions, which I appreciate.”

CRTC’s test mission has kept 
personnel busy during her tenure: 
the important evaluations included 
the latest iteration of the M1 Abrams 
main battle tank and the Integrated 
Visual Augmentation System, an 
augmented reality goggle that is one 
of the highest profile pieces of new 
equipment in the Army today.

“We are the Department of 
Defense’s only natural environment 
cold weather capability,” she said. 
“It is important to test in a natural 
environment vice a cold chamber.”

Many past commanders of the test 
center have frankly admitted that 
the prospect of months of subzero 
temperatures and long winter nights 
did not appeal to them prior to 
starting the job. Jackson is not one of 
them.

“When I saw the list, it was 
definitely in my top five. It was a 
place I’d never been before, and I 
really admired the mission. When I 
got here, I was so happy I did.”

Jackson says she was quickly 
impressed with the noteworthy 
competence and extensive experience 
of CRTC’s workforce. 

“I knew the workforce was 
outstanding even before I got here. 

CRTC has subject matter experts that 
have been here for 15 or 20 years and 
know Arctic conditions. That is all-
important for what we do.”

Jackson hails from Lake City, 
Florida, a subtropical warm climate 
where there is never the need to 
use snow tires or plug in an electric 
heater while parked to keep a car’s oil 
pan from freezing. 

“My family is still there and are 
always excited to hear about the 
extreme weather conditions here in 
the winter,” she said with a laugh.

Jackson comes from a family with 
multiple service members, but was 
inspired to join the Army by her aunt.

“I had graduated from college and 
was trying to decide 
what I wanted to do next. 
I have family members 
in all branches of the 
military. One of my aunts 
was in the Army and 
talked to me about it—it 
was her inspiration that 
directed my path to the 
Army.”

She joined in 2001, 
just as the tragic events 
of 9/11 sent the United 
States into a global war 
against terrorism. Among 
other places overseas, 

Jackson deployed twice to 
Afghanistan during those 
years, and was also stationed 
in South Korea and Qatar.

“It’s been an amazing 
journey. My family has 
always been very supportive 
whenever I was deployed 
or moving from installation 
to installation. They are the 
reason I keep going every 
day.”

None of her previous duty 
stations were quite like CRTC, 
however. In the winter test 
season, CRTC personnel 
work long hours in harsh 
conditions testing equipment 
for Soldiers, while summer 
months are spent maintaining 

and repairing test infrastructure worn 
down by extreme winter weather. 
It is inherently dangerous work 
in an extreme environment, and 
Jackson is impressed with the rugged 
professionals who work at the test 
center.

 “Safety is paramount in everything 
we do here. Making sure the 
workforce is safe during testing is 
where my command philosophy 
starts.”

Aside from the usual punishing 
winter elements, the CRTC workforce 
experienced the same challenges 
brought by the COVID-19 pandemic 
as the rest of YPG. Jackson says the 
workforce handled the uncertainty 
with aplomb, which she attributes 
to good communication and the 
workforce’s rugged professionalism. u.s. army Cold regions test Center Commander Lt. Col. Ina Jackson has selflessly guided her rugged post at Fort Greely, 

alaska since assuming command in 2020. (photo by Mark schauer)

Lt. Col. Ina Jackson and 1st sgt. Michael Garcia are on site during the Inte-
grated Visual augmentation system extreme cold weather testing. (photo by 
sebastian saarloos)

praIse
FROM PAGE 1

66754
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By Courtney Bacon
From minus 30 degrees Fahrenheit 

to over 90, the Integrated Visual 
Augmentation System (IVAS) was 
tested in back-to-back extreme 
weather test events led by Program 
Executive Office Soldier’s Project 
Manager IVAS this spring. After 
its time at Yuma Proving Ground’s 
Cold Region Test Center (CRTC) in 
Alaska, the system was tested by 3rd 
Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment at 
Camp Santiago’s Joint Readiness 
Training Center in Puerto Rico.

This was the first time that a 
platoon from a Ranger regiment 
had put IVAS military form factor 
through its paces and tested how 
the goggle increases situational 
awareness during land navigation, 
rapid target acquisition and full 
mission exercises.

“In my opinion, no one in the 
Army trains harder than we do,” 
said Brian Hayman, platoon sergeant 
for the 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger 
Regiment. “If a unit is going to fully 
put this system to test, whether it’s 
good or bad, it’s going to be the guys 
out here.”

Hayman explained why his 
Soldiers were selected for this task. 
“The Ranger Regiment has a unique 
mission mindset where our guys, 
from skill level one all the way up to 
our senior enlisted, have been trained 
by the best of the best,” he said. 

LAND NAVIGATION
The Rangers tested land 

navigation, rapid target acquisition 
and after action review capabilities 
in progressive exercises that 
culminated in a movement-to-contact 
event and a platoon raid. The land 
navigation feature stood out as a 
favorite capability among the group.

“Traditionally, you have five points 
and you’re taking the time to hand-
plot them on a map,” said Hayman. 
“A lot of guys make mistakes 

plotting on a map. With IVAS, the 
mistakes are taken away by just 
inputting the 10-digit grid into the 
system and then the programmed 
route populates in front of you. You 
never have to stop to do a map check 
or anything like that because, with 
just the push of a button, you have 
an arrow that’s in the bottom of your 
screen and you walk the arrow to 
your point, so there’s no accidentally 
drifting left or right. You never use a 
compass, and even if you need one, 
you look up and it’s in the top of the 
band. That’s what helped me a lot, 
overall.”

With intuitive access to navigation 
tools preventing the need to stop and 
fumble with a compass to discreetly 
reevaluate their location in the 
dark, the Rangers executed the land 
navigation course significantly faster 
than the Army requirement for a 
traditional five-point course.

“The Army standard is to find four 
out of five points in five hours,” said 

Hayman. “I believe last night almost 
90 percent of the guys had five 
points within an hour, hour and 15 
minutes max.”

The IVAS heads-up display 
provides map, compass and 
navigation tools at the click of 
a button, not only for individual 
Soldiers, but it also enables the 
interconnected communication 
necessary to plan, build, share and 
execute routes across team, squad 
and platoon level elements.

“Land navigation was easy, but so 
was making the route and sharing 
it with my guys,” said squad leader 
Staff Sgt. Jake Croxdale. “I created a 
route and blasted it out and it worked 
super quickly. We’ve had problems 
with other products where the 
connectivity was not as good, but as 
soon as I sent it to them they had it 
and we were able to move out.”

While executing the shared route, 
each Soldier could also see where 
the others were within their selected 

element. The ability to see the 
location of other Soldiers during the 
land navigation was a benefit praised 
by every level of leadership on the 
ground executing test operations, 
from the platoon leader to the 
platoon sergeant to squad leaders.

“I have command and control 
aspects in my job as platoon leader, 
so the icons on the map of where 
everyone’s located on the battlefield 
at any given point in time is super 
beneficial for me,” said 1st Lt. Luke 
Huen. “Instead of having to relay to 
a person to get their exact location, 
which might change in a matter of 
seconds, I can just hit a button and I 
know exactly where they are. It takes 
away all the guesswork. I think that’s 
by far the best feature.”

Huen recognized the information 
visibility as an advantage at his 
operational level, and the platoon 
sergeant and squad leaders echoed 
his sentiment as well.

“The good thing about being able 
to see where everybody is located 
is that you know where your front 
line trace is,” said Hayman. “If I’m 
running a support by fire berm and 
maneuvering two assault squads, 
especially in thick vegetation like 
we were last night, I can look on 
my map and see and then give more 
accurate commands off of that. I 
always know where all my guys 
are.”

AFTER ACTION REVIEW
The Rangers were also briefly 

shown the after action review feature 
of the IVAS suite of capabilities. It 
gives a detailed virtual “play back” 
of the executed scenario to use as 
a review tool during both training 
drills and missions.

“It’s just like watching tape, 
growing up playing football,” said 
Croxdale. “You can see where the 
mistakes were made. I can replay 
it, see what everyone was doing 

Rangers and National Guard support Integrated 
Visual Augmentation System tropics test

a ranger from 3rd battalion, 75th ranger regiment executes a live fire exercise with the IVas Capability set 4 during 
tropical weather testing in Camp santiago, puerto rico, in March 2021. 

 “you never have to stop to do a map check or anything like that because, with just the push of a button, you have an 
arrow that’s in the bottom of your screen and you walk the arrow to your point, so there’s no accidentally drifting left or 
right,” said brian Hayman, platoon sergeant. (photos by Courtney bacon)
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and be like, ‘Hey, your dispersion 
wasn’t very good at this point in this 
situation,’ and if they come back and 
question it, I have the tapes to back 
it up.”

“It could be useful, especially if 
you get into something where there 
was literal fire and maneuver,” added 
Croxdale. “Not even just looking 
at walking and dispersion, but to 
[review] a fire and maneuver, that is 
definitely value added.”

TEAM and NATIONAL GUARD 
SUPPORT

The 75th Rangers provided 
thorough and honest feedback on the 
fourth IVAS capability set, but the 
test could not have been executed 
without support from the Army 
test community and Army National 
Guard.

“IVAS is an important system for 
the Army,” said YPG Commander 
Col. Patrick McFall. “But what 
I think is really important is the 
relationships between the PEOs, 
[program managers] and [Army 
Test and Evaluation Command] test 
community.”

“What is really important is the 
partnership that we have that allows 
us all to work together with the sole 
interest of supporting the warfighter, 
so we find any failure points before 
they do downrange,” McFall added. 
“We are also incredibly thankful to 
the Puerto Rico National Guard for 
support to this effort.”

The 191st Regional Support 
Group of the Puerto Rico Army 
National Guard stepped up to 
provide logistical and installation 
support to the IVAS test event at 

Joint Readiness Training Center. 
The Guard team, led by Capt. 
Noelia Roldan of the 292nd Combat 
Sustainment Support Battalion, 
remained flexible and accommodated 
changes, proving the team and the 
installation to be an ideally located 
asset to the Army test community.

Sgt. 1st Class Joshua Braly, who 
currently serves on the Soldier 
Lethality Cross-Functional Team, 
said he helped to facilitate ARNG 
support because he has serves in the 
Army National Guard in Georgia.

“Given challenges we faced with 
COVID restrictions of movement, 
our usual avenues of approach for 
assessing this type of equipment in 
Panama, Suriname, Hawaii, Guam 
and other tropics region test centers 
were more challenging,” said Braly. 
“We reached out to the Puerto Rico 
National Guard and they eagerly 
accepted. Not only that, but they 
put Soldiers on orders to provide 
dedicated training area, range and 
logistical support to our effort.”

In fact, IVAS has leveraged 
National Guard installation and 
personnel support throughout many 
of its previous test events as well. 
Besides the tropics testing event in 
Puerto Rico, the Guard supported 
multiple large IVAS Soldier 
touchpoint events at Fort Pickett, 
Virginia, over the past two years; 
the aviation platform integration 

held at Redstone Testing Center in 
Huntsville, Alabama, using National 
Guard aircraft; and Vehicle User 
Study 3 held at Camp Roberts, 
California, in September 2021. Each 
of these events assess key areas 
necessary to further the development 
of IVAS for future testing, 
integration and fielding.

“The National Guard has been 
instrumental in support of the 
assessment and testing phase for this 
Army signature effort,” said Braly. 
“The flexibility of ARNG facilities 
and support of personnel and 
equipment will continue to enable 
timely and constructive testing 
necessary to further the development 
of IVAS, as well as other Army 
modernization efforts.”

The IVAS tropics weather test 
was executed by 3rd Battalion, 75th 
Ranger Regiment and supported 
by the Puerto Rico National Guard. 
Without the involvement of either 
IVAS team partner, the test would 
not have been as impactful.

The Rangers provided honest and 
realistic feedback based on their 
years of operational experience and 
deployments and can see the overall 
potential for the IVAS technology.

 “The thought process behind the 
IVAS system is incredible,” said 
Hayman. “It blows my mind that 
we’re in a day and age where the 
system even exists.”

February is Black History Month

 “you never have to stop to do a map check or anything like that because, with just the push of a button, you have an 
arrow that’s in the bottom of your screen and you walk the arrow to your point, so there’s no accidentally drifting left or 
right,” said brian Hayman, platoon sergeant. (photos by Courtney bacon)

The Army story cannot be 
told without reflecting on 
the historical achievements 
made by Black Americans and 
preserving those memories. 
Black Americans have served and 
sacrificed in every conflict in our 
nation, with more than 245 years 

of honorable service.
More than 89 Black Soldiers 

have been presented with the 
Medal of Honor. More than 
90,000 Black American Soldiers 
currently serve in the Army 
Active Component.1.800.273.TALK 928.920.3104
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guns that set records but nothing has 
come close to it since. This launch 
would be the first of its kind at YPG. 

“This is the first time a gas gun 
has been used to go vertical,” 
said John Hunter, physicist for 
Green Launch. With the amount 
of propellant being used Hunter 
estimates the vehicle is capable 
of reaching an altitude of 30-40 
kilometers on the first launch. 

With the cannon at a 76-degree 
angle “The vehicle came out 
straight,” noting a successful first 
launch in late December. Hunter 
said it sets Green Launch one step 
closer to its Phase 1 goal of reaching 
suborbital heights.

With the hydrogen impulse 
launcher now capable of projecting 
the vehicle, vertical distance will be 
the next test. 

That would mean reaching the 
Karman Line, which is defined as the 
edge of space, about 100 kilometers 
above Earth’s atmosphere. Hunter 

hopes to reach that goal in the 
months ahead as testing continues at 
YPG. 

“At some point we will go for 
the record which is 110 miles. That 
phase could include mesosphere 
sampling,” Hunter said. 

Hoping to hit around 200 
kilometers, Green Launch could be 

the first to break the world record 
held at YPG for highest altitude gun-
fired projectile. The record, set by 
the HARP gun in 1966, reached 180 
kilometers. 

But for now, “Things are looking 
good, the gods of light gas guns are 
looking down on us and smiling on 
us today,” Robinson said after Green 
Launch’s first successful lunch.

HeIGHts
FROM PAGE 1

“this is the first time a gas gun has been used to go vertical,” said John Hunter the physicist for Green Launch, deeming 
the first launch a success. (ypG photo)
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Children create unity painting during 
Black History Month-themed story time

a handful of children participated in story time at the yuma proving Ground library. this session’s theme was black Histo-
ry Month.  to fit the theme, supervisory Library technician bianca Carpenter read, “Crayon box that talks”, “the sneetch-
es”, “Change things” to the children. afterwards, the children painted the palm of their hand and placed their hand print 
on a canvas to create a stunning unity painting that featured a tree with hands representing the leaves. (Loaned photos)
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By Ana Henderson
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) 

resident Noah Chavez represented 
the community at the National Kick, 
Pass, Punt competition.

Chavez and his family traveled 
to Dallas, Texas the first weekend 
in February for his chance to 
participate in the competition.  He 
became eligible in September of 
2021, when YPG’s Child and Youth 
Services hosted a local Punt, Pass, 
Kick competition on Cox Field. 

During the nationals, Chavez 
competed in the boy’s 12/13 age 
bracket and placed as runner up 
in the Pass category. He competed 
against eight other boys from 
around the country. 

His mother, Samantha Lee-
Chavez said, “His Dad and I am 
really proud of not only our son 
but all the young kids who traveled 
great distances to participate,” and 
says “[Noah] already has his eyes 
on next year!

By Shauna Nunn
Child and Youth Services 

(CYS) is known for providing 
the highest level of quality child 
care. Family Child Care (FCC) 
homes are no exception. FCC 
provides a way for military 
spouses to work from home, and 
move their business whenever 
they permanently change 
stations. Family child care 
providers are vetted and only 
the best qualified candidates are 
recommended for certification. 
Providers must complete 
background checks and regular 
home inspections as a part of 
certification. They also receive 
paid ongoing training for 
professional development. CYS 
provides all necessary training 
and materials to make their home 
business a success.

FCC has unique qualities 
that make it a preferred choice 
for many families. It offers 
flexible hours: full-day, part-day, 
extended /overnight, weekend 

and hourly care in a comfortable 
home setting. FCC also offers a 
15% cost savings compared to 
Child Development Centers and 
School Age Care fees.  

CYS is currently offering a 
$1,000 sign up bonus to FCC 
providers when their homes 
are successfully opened.  
Providers will receive payments 
over a twelve-month period. 
Payments will begin upon home 
certification and enrollment of 
at least two children who are 
unrelated to the provider. 

It’s important to remember, 
Army policy requires that anyone 
providing care on a regular basis 
for more than 10 hours per week 
must be certified through CYS as 
an FCC provider.   

FCC homes are an important 
alternative to the child 
development center. If you are 
interested in becoming a FCC 
provider please contact me, at 
shauna.m.nunn.naf@army.mil or 
928-328-3130.

YPG represented in National 
Kick, Pass, Punt competition

In-home childcare training 
offered though YPG Child 

Development Center

Noah Chavez competed in the boy’s 12/13 age bracket and placed as runner up in the pass category. (Loaned photos) 

Noah Chavez became eligible for the nationals in september of 2021, when ypG’s Child and youth services hosted a local 
punt, pass, Kick competition on Cox Field. He’s pictured here with Melissa anderson director of Child and youth services 
(Cys). (photos by ana Henderson and Cys)
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