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By Mark Schauer
U.S. Army Cold Regions Test 

Center (CRTC) is the Department 
of Defense’s lone extreme cold test 
facility. 

Able to test a wide variety of 
military systems in a natural 
environment where winter lows drop 
far below zero, the test workload 
includes items that literally constitute 

where the rubber meets the road.
Evaluators at CRTC are currently 

testing a candidate set of snow tires 
and tire chains that variants of the 
M915 6x4 line-haul tractor truck 
would be outfitted with to deliver 
military equipment in extreme cold 
weather. 

“The tires we’re testing are 
currently running on these trucks in 

Alaska by special exception,” said 
Stephan Krueger, test officer. “We’re 
characterizing them so they can be 
adopted by the entire Army and run 
overseas. On top of that, they are 
looking at adopting a new style of 
tire chain.”

Using four different configurations 
of the tires and chains, the M915s’ 
performance is tested without a 

trailer, while pulling an empty 
trailer, and while pulling a fully-
laden trailer. On one recent test day, 
the trailer was loaded down with 
extremely heavy weight. 

“Each trailer has 67,000 pounds 
of payload on it,” said Krueger. 
“We put two Conex boxes full of 
reinforced concrete that our Allied 

CRTC tests snow tires, chains in extreme cold and ice

u.s. army cold regions test center (crtc) is the Department of Defense’s lone extreme cold test facility. Evaluators at crtc are currently testing a candidate set of snow tires and tire chains that variants of the M915 6x4 line-haul tractor truck would 
be outfitted with to deliver military equipment in extreme cold weather. (photos by Mark schauer)

SEE chAINS page 6
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Solider spotlight YPG Veterinary Clinic update:
By Ana Henderson

Staff Sgt. Melvin Bullard 
is the Pack Operations Non-
Commissioned Officer (NCO) 
In Charge and a test parachutist 
for the Army Test and Evaluation 
Command, Airborne Test Force 
at U.S. Army Yuma Proving 
Ground. 

Bullard is originally from 
Marion, South Carolina and 
enlisted in the Army in 2013. His 
hobbies include watching movies, 
exercising, and attending sporting 
events. He is married to his wife 
of seven years, Deborah and they 
have three young sons. 

In September of 2020 the 
Military Affairs Committee of 
the Yuma County Chamber of 
Commerce recognized Bullard as 
NCO of the year.

LEFt: (u.s. army Yuma proving Ground photo)
rIGht:  (photo by Mark schauer)

Spring cleaning of the soul
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Other seminars
April 27th at 4:00 p.m.
“What you need to know about wills and trusts”
presented by Pamela Walsma, P.C.

11361 S Foothills Blvd Ste 4,
Yuma, AZ 85367
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YPG continues offering free 
COVID vaccines to workforce

YPG Veterinary Clinic update:
Community members looking for veterinarian appointments for their 

pets can call on the last Monday of the month to make appointments 
for the following month. Interim veterinarians have been scheduled for 
April, May and June. As of now, no appointments are available in July. 
A permanent vet is schedule to arrive in August or September. 

For more details contact the Veterinary Clinic 
at 928-328-2064.

During the week of February 15, 
more than 200 Yuma proving 
Ground (YpG) employees were 
vaccinated free of charge by 
soldiers from the YpG Medical 
clinic. During the last month YpG 
has hosted a series of pop-up 
clinic making getting vaccinated 
convenient for employees who 
want the vaccine like carolyn 
Lauzon, Lorra Greene and 
chaplain capt. Jeffrey crispin.  
Employees who received their first 
dose of the vaccine are up to get 
their second vaccine this week. 
(photos by ana henderson)Chaplain’s Corner

Spring cleaning of the soul
By Chaplain Capt. Jeffrey Crispin

There are all kinds of reality 
TV shows about getting 
something, a property, house, 
vehicle or even a storage locker, 
and looking for ways to make it 
better.

These shows coupled with the 
changing season as we move into 
spring leads me to think about 
spring cleaning.  But instead of 
the excess stuff around the house, 
what about the piles of stuff on 
the inside.  

Do you have a box full of 
good intentions that you’ve 
been meaning to, “get to when 
things slow down a little bit.” 
Maybe it’s completing a project, 
or doing something with your 
family.  Maybe you have a pile of 
regrets that are taking up space 
in a corner that are in the way.  
Or perhaps it is a, “garage full of 
grudges.” 

Okay, great idea… but how 
do you accomplish this spring 
cleaning?!!!  If you have a 
faith background, there’s 
some possible answers such 
as prayer, confession of your 
sins and scripture to help with 
the de-cluttering of the soul.  If 
you don’t, there are resilience 
oriented activities: journaling, 
internal processing while 

exercising, counseling, etc.  
One of the keys that I have 

found helpful is forgiveness. Let 
me give an example of money 
debt as an offense where you 
believe you’ve been wronged. 
Some debts are large and long 
lasting, others are smaller and 
quickly settled.  If a bank makes 
a loan that cannot be repaid after 
trying to collect, they can write 
off or forgive the loan.  The debt 
is no longer owed and can’t be 
collected or repaid, but it still 
impacts the borrower’s credit 
history.  However, if the borrower 
comes in the next day for a new 
loan, they would be declined due 
to their credit history.  

Forgiveness isn’t the same as 
restored trust.  I can forgive the 
person who hurt me.  It speaks 
truth by acknowledging that a 
wrong was done and settles the 
issue in my heart and mind that 
I won’t hold onto that event and 
allow it to reside inside me rent 
free. Un-forgiveness charges a 
very high price. 

So let me close by encouraging 
you to do some spring cleaning 
of the soul for an improved 
version of you.  It’s hard work, 
but worth the time and effort, and 
the chapel team is here to assist if 
that would be helpful.
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Submitted by the Yuma Proving 
Ground Plans, Analysis and 
Integration Office

Helene Thomas Bennett arrived 
in Yuma in 1926 with a Masters 
in bacteriology to start a medical 
laboratory. She soon discovered that 
the Yuma City Council refused to 
provide her lab equipment because 
of a quarrel they had with the Yuma 
City Health Officer. Undaunted, 
Bennett borrowed $200 from her 
mother and with donated equipment 
from some local doctors she opened 
the Yuma Clinical Laboratory, later 
known as Thomas Laboratories. It 

eventually became the second largest 
institution of its kind in Arizona.

As an early businesswoman in an 
unusual profession, Bennett needed 
more than laboratory skills as she 
worked to overcome antagonism 
toward the health measures she 
fought to implement in Yuma. For 
example, she was appalled at the 
high levels of  bacteria in the milk 
produced in a local dairy. The dairy 
owner put pressure on the newspaper 
to stop publishing the results of her 
tests, so she posted them on her 
laboratory window where everyone 
could see them. Her reports triggered 

public pressure 
which resulted in 
an inspection of the 
businessman’s dairy 
by the state dairy 
commissioner. She 
was responsible for 
passage of the first 
Yuma milk ordinance 
to prevent the 
marketing of unclean 
milk.

Yuma took its 
water supply from the 
Colorado River, at 
that time polluted with 
sewage from campers 
and other cities. She persuaded the 
city to test and chlorinate its water, 
thereby eliminating annual bouts 
of typhoid fever and dysentery. She 

demonstrated that 
a woman could be 
successful and could 
influence local and 
regional health care.

Bennett was the the 
first woman elected 
to the Yuma School 
Board, she served 
for the next 25 years. 
She became a captain 
in the Civil Air Patrol 
and was the second 
woman in Yuma to 
earn a pilot’s license. 
She founded the 
Yuma Soroptimist 

Club in 1957, serving in local, 
regional and international positions 
and remained active until her death 
in 1988.

Women’s History Month
Recognizing women of Arizona

helene thomas Bennett made a mark in 
Yuma. she was instrumental in passage of 
the milk ordinance and testing of the water 
supply. (photo courtesy of www.azwhf.org)
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By Mark Schauer
Army Emergency Relief (AER), a 

nonprofit organization, has been giving 
Soldiers in need a helping hand for 
nearly 80 years. On March 17, Yuma 
Proving Ground (YPG) kicked off the 
annual AER awareness campaign in 
a ceremony with remarks from YPG 
Commander Col. Patrick McFall and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Herbert Gill.

“I can remember times when I was 
about to deploy overseas or go to a 
training center where Soldiers with a 
temporary financial hardship would be 
in desperate need of assistance,” said 
McFall. 

“AER helped these Soldiers so that 
when they deployed, the only stress 
they had to worry about was the stress 
of deploying and being away from 
their family, not whether or not their 
family would go hungry.”

The breadth of assistance offered 
by AER goes beyond emergency cash 
and food needs. YPG’s AER office 
has a closet with household items 
like microwave ovens, coffee makers, 
and inflatable mattresses available to 
Soldiers and Families who have need 
for them. AER also has an annual 
scholarship program for Spouses and 
dependent children of Soldiers.

By Casey Garcia
As the Army’s own nonprofit 

financial assistance organization, 
AER provides the most direct 
path to supporting Soldiers and 
their Families. Based 100% on the 
generous donations from Soldiers 
and the community, for the past 78 
years AER has provided $2 billion 
in assistance to nearly four-million 
members of the Army team since 
1942, including $1 billion since 
9-11.  Ninety cents of every dollar 
donated goes straight to Soldiers and 

Families in need. 
All assistance requests are unique 

and considered on an individual 
basis. Soliders can go through 
their chain of command to request 
assistance or visit their nearest AER 
office. YPG’s AER office is located 
on the Howard Cantonment Area in 
building 309 or can be reached at 
928-328-2513.  

If those requesting help are located 
more than 50 miles from a military 
installation the American Red Cross 
is authorized to provide financial 

assistance on behalf of AER. 
The American Red Cross can be 
reached by calling 1-877-272-7337 
then select the option for financial 
assistance. 

For more information or 
to donate visit https://give.
armyemergencyrelief.org/. Donations 
can also be made at the register at the 
Exchange. 

Army Emergency Relief: helping Soldiers, 
Army Retirees and their Families

Army Emergency Relief: donation stats and requesting assistance

On March 17, 
Yuma proving 
Ground (YpG) 
commander 
col. patrick 
McFall and YpG 
command sgt. 
Major herbert 
Gill, along with 
Deputy Garrison 
Manager ronald 
rodriguez and 
YpG’s army 
community 
service staff 
(not pictured)
came together 
in one collective 
voice to tell the 
community that 
they can make a 
difference.

Leading from the front, YpG commander col. patrick McFall and YpG command sgt. Major herbert Gill contributed to the 
fundraising efforts on the spot to acs specialist rosa Dayton.  (photos by casey Garcia)
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Trades shop made on it to simulate 
that weight.”

Even extreme ice can’t be allowed 
to come between a military convoy 
and the Soldiers who depend on 
them, and CRTC can groom the 
tracks at their automotive test facility 
with astonishingly thick layers. 
The particulars of the ice cover on 
a given day are then characterized 
prior to the test using a friction meter 
mounted in a test support vehicle. 

“Some days the ice is slicker than 
others, depending on temperature 
and wind, sun intake, moisture in the 
air, and a number of other factors,” 
said Sebastian Saarloos, range 
photographer. “We measure it just 
before the test so we know how slick 
the ice or snow is.”

During the test, the truck 
is expected to stay within a 
meticulously-measured 500 foot 
curving radius marked by orange 
cones when it suddenly brakes while 
going 30 miles per hour. In addition 
to such tests of its braking power on 
flat, sheer surfaces covered with ice 

and snow, the M915s are also put 
through its paces utilizing grades that 
are more than twice as steep as the 
highest incline an American motorist 
would find on an interstate highway 
in the lower 48 states. If the driver 
stops halfway up a 15% grade, will 
the tires and chains provide enough 
traction to hold it still without 
skidding to the bottom? Soldiers’ 
lives and material well-being could 
count on the answer.

The data and insights gained by 
testing in a natural environment are 
far more comprehensive and true-
to-life than what could be gathered 

placing the tires and chains in a 
cold conditioning chamber. Testing 
in an extreme natural environment, 
however, can cause weather delays 
to ensure accuracy of data, such as a 
week’s worth of fierce winter wind 
storms that halted testing one week. 
The most recent temperatures are 
still frigid by most standards, but 
augur spring in the harsh interior of 
Alaska. 

“Since we’re coming to the tail 
end of winter, we’re really trying 
to get the test in as fast as we can 
before we lose our snow field,” said 
Krueger.

chaINs
FROM PAGE 1

using four different configurations of the tires and chains, the M915s’ performance is tested without a trailer, while pulling an empty trailer, and while pulling a fully-laden trailer. On one recent test day, the trailer was loaded down with extremely 
heavy weight. 

During the test, the truck is expected to stay within a meticulously-measured 500 foot curving radius marked by orange cones when it suddenly brakes while going 30 miles per hour. (photos by Mark schauer)



OutpOst          March 29, 2021   7

By Ana Henderson
“I spent most of my life here,” 

shares Wayne Schilders as he recalls 
how his life has been impacted by 
Yuma Proving Ground (YPG). 

Schilders first came to YPG in 1982 
as a newly-wed 19 year-old Army 
Private First Class: decades later he’s 
the Chief of the Armament Branch.

In those decades in between 
Schilders has seen testing go full-
circle and has contributed to the safe 
fielding of legacy weapon systems for 
our Warfighters.

Schilders originally enlisted in the 
Army National Guard the summer 
of his junior year in high school and 
attended basic training. He continued 
serving in the National Guard during 
his senior year and the summer after 
graduation completed his Military 
Occupational Specialty in an 
Advanced Individual Training school. 
Soon after he discharged because he 
had joined the regular Army and was 
sent to Fort Sill, Okla. for one station 
training for field artillery: that was 
the beginning of his long career with 
artillery. 

Schilders then served in Camp 
Stanley South Korea for a year 
where he served three tours in the 

demilitarization zone. While there he 
met his wife Myong and the couple 
were assigned to Yuma. 

“In January when I was freezing 
over there I got orders for Yuma, 
Ariz.” Schilders chuckles adding, 
“Everybody was jealous I could tell 
you that.”

This was the first glimpse of his 
future at YPG.   

“Back in the day the gunners shop 
was a mix of military and civilian.”

After serving at YPG for three 
years, the Schilders family, now 
a family of four, had a permanent 
change of station to Hawaii. 

After his time in Hawaii and 10 
years in the Army the Schilders 
family had to decide their next 
move? Should Schilders continue his 
Army career? That’s when his future 
literally came calling. 

“Out of the blue I get a phone call 
from one of the gun crew leaders 
(at YPG). He said, ‘Hey, you want a 
job?’”

As the saying goes, the rest is 
history. The Schilders family returned 
to YPG. Schilders’ career at YPG has 
been filled with much success. He’s 
the recipient of Civilian Achievement 
Medals, Commander’s Awards for 
Civilian Service and both levels of the 
Honorable Order of Saint Barbara.

He’s also been instrumental in the 
testing of legacy items 

“Back when they were testing the 
M1’s and the Bradleys for the first 
time. That used to be our work in this 
shop. We did all the developmental 
testing XM 900’s which would later 
become M900 Depleted Uranium 
rounds and the M829’s for the 120’s. 
All of that early work was me and a 
couple of guys like Mike Stanton that 
were stationed here.”

Schilders served his country 
proudly in uniform and that service 
continued as a civilian at YPG.

“During the first Gulf War, when 
they talk about the guys shooting 

from 4 or 5,000 meters through the 
sand berms where these guys were 
in enemy tanks and taking them out. 
That was one of the first times I saw 
the results of all them long hours we 
spent cracking round after round at 
targets,” recalls Schilders.

The work at YPG is all done in the 
name of safety for the Warfighter. 

“You get some hands on and real 
world input. Sometimes you are able 
to help design or fix a problem that 
the Soldiers would have seen down 
the road.” 

He shares the story of how the 
U shaped ramming staff for the 
M777A2 came to be.

“I was working with a Marine 
Corps E7 that was here as a liaison. 
We were having a hard time loading 
so he’s like ‘what can we do?’ The 
two of us put our heads together and 
basically took that pole and stuck it in 
the hitch of a pickup truck and bent 
a big U in it and that’s what’s fielded 
now.”

Schilders said that many 
innovations came about because of 
a need. He says there are plenty of 
examples of innovations by YPG 
engineers like Diep Ho and others in 

the workforce…and it’s that dedicated 
workforce that makes the work at 
YPG unlike any other.  

“The things I remember is one, 
those programs or tests like the 
different ammunition and weapons 
systems that I’ve seen and had a 
chance to work on and then the 
people. Because you never forget 
the people. The mentors and the 
people you are mentoring and all the 
characters. That’s what’s made it the 
most interesting. I work with a great 
bunch of guys.”

A lifetime of memories: 
Armament Branch Chief tells his YPG history

Wayne schilders’ career at YpG has been filled with much 
success. he’s the recipient of civilian achievement Medals, 
commander’s awards for civilian service and both levels 
of the honorable Order of saint Barbara. he’s pictured here 
wearing the medal during an award ceremony for new 
recipients. (photo by Mark schauer)

a young Wayne schilders is pictured in 1984 as a soldier at 
Yuma proving Ground. (photo courtesy of Wayne schilders)

Wayne schilders, armament Branch chief, talks with a visitor during a Behind the Big guns tour at Yuma proving Ground in 
February of 2020. (photo by casey Garcia)
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Delicious Cajun Inspired
American Food and Drinks

11 am - 9 pm

AKA ICONS Grill
11411 S. Fortuna Rd.
928-955-0101

zydecogrill.com
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By Ana Henderson
Natasha Clark and Janet Hamby 

both TRAX International employees 
working at Yuma Proving Ground 
are heartbroken after the death of 
41 year old Robert Clark, Natasha’s 
husband and Hamby’s son-in-law.

“It’s really, really difficult. He 
was a great Dad and did everything 
with his family. He was a family 
man. Everyone just loved him,” said 
Hamby.

The mother and daughter felt 
compelled to thank the team of 
YPG first responders who rushed to 

Clark’s side before his death.  
As her voice cracks, Hamby 

recalls, “His co-workers told us they 
worked on him for 45-minutes.”

They did indeed. The team 
arrived at the beach area of Hidden 
Shores, relieved Clark’s co-workers 
who were performing CPR and 
used every technique possible for 
37-minutes yet nothing could bring 
him back.  Clark passed on January 
28. While he no longer worked at 
YPG, Clark had worked on the 
installation for a contractor as a 
mechanic. 

Natasha Clark took a month off of 
work after his passing and upon her 
return she wanted to make sure she 
met with the team to thank them for, 
“never giving up.”

With the help of YPG Fire Chief 
Jerry Ball and Deputy Chief Jackie 
Bailey they gathered the team and 
met Clark and Hamby. Clark held 
back tears as she read a framed thank 
you letter to the team of fire fighters 
and paramedics who each played a 
role on that day.

A portion of the letter said, “We 
are comforted in knowing that we 
have the most amazing group of 
first responders who are willing to 
selflessly put their lives on the line 
for their community and their YPG 
family.”

Capt. Jesse Aguirre said, “This 
is atypical…this really puts a face 
to the patient we were treating and 

makes us realize they do have a 
family and gives us closure.” 

The team appreciated the thank 
you and Bailey said the letter will be 
displayed in their fire house.

YPG’s first responders service not 
only YPG but the areas surrounding 
the installation including Hidden 
Shores, Senator Wash, and Martinez 
Lake.

Family thanks YPG first responders for “never giving up”

robert clark suffered a fatal heart attack on Jan. 28. 
YpG’s paramedics and fire fighters responded to the call at 
hidden shores. (photo courtesy of Natasha clark)

aBOVE: Natasha clark lost her husband on Jan. 28 to a heart attack. upon her return she wanted to make sure she met 
with the Yuma proving Ground first responders who worked tirelessly to try and revive him. she read them a framed thank 
you letter on behalf of her family.  BELOW: (Left to right) Daniel Manning, Janet hamby, Matt copeland, andy Lammel, 
Kevin Bulkeley, Daniel Dominguez, Jesse aguirre, Brad Gray, Garrett house, Natasha clark, Deputy chief Jackie Bailey. 
(photos by ana henderson)
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YPG’s longtime mail carrier 
passes away

Cyclist stops by 
YPG on cross-
country ride

By Ana Henderson
William Hoogendoorn, known as 

Mr. Bill to the Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG) community, passed away 
Sunday, March 7. 

Hoogendoorn worked as a 
contractor for the United States 
Postal Service and was the mail 
carrier for the YPG route, making 
him a popular figure within the 
community.

His 150 mile route included YPG, 
the surrounding lake communities, 
and Dome Valley. Each time he 
arrived, community members rushed 
to the YPG Post Office to greet Mr. 
Bill and collect their packages. 

After hearing about his passing 
community members paid their 
condolences to the family on the 
Facebook post announcing his death. 

Bob Carey commented, “Good 
man,” and Iain Yorke said, “Mr. Bill 
was a kind man. He was funny, too.”

Chris Hoogendoorn, Mr. Bill’s son, 
describes his father as, “quiet, shy, 
and super nice,” chuckling when he 
recounts when his father taught him 
to drive a truck so he could join the 
family business. 

“He sat on the other side and said 
about five words to me: ‘shift here, 
shift there, turn here, turn there, 
okay, you got it.’” 

Delivering packages was the 
family business. Mr. Bill’s father-
in-law started the contract delivery 

business. His wife originally had the 
YPG route starting when their son 
Chris was in fifth grade. When she 
became unable to drive, he drove 
her daily and when she passed away 
approximately eight years ago he 
took over.

“She got sick and he drove her for 
several years,” said Chris. “He had 
me take over his big truck route and 
he took over my mom’s route, and he 
did it until the week we put him in 
the hospital.”

Chris appreciates the condolences 
from the YPG community and says 
his father was a hard worker and 
dedicated to his career. 

“He took pride in his job.”

Longtime mail carrier to the Yuma proving Ground 
community, William hoogendoorn, known as Mr. Bill, 
passed away sunday, March 7. (photo courtesy of chris 
hoogendoorn)

retired col. Dave parramore is cycling his 
way across america to bring awareness to 
the issue of Veterans affected by cOVID-19.  
his journey started in san Diego, calif. and 
he hopes to end up in Jacksonville, Fla. by 
mid-May. One of his first stops on his 3,200 
mile journey was Yuma proving Ground on 
Feb. 9, where he spent the night. (photo by 
ana henderson
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11242 S. Foothills Blvd.  
928-256-3114

Authentic Taqueria 
with the best street tacos

Open 9am-8pm

24
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1025 W. 24th St. Ste 1
(928) 344-1968

www.ZoundsHearing.com

We’ll beat  
any Competitors  

pricing!
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St. Patrick’s Day fun at YPG Travel camp enjoy farewell BBQ

business. His wife originally had the 
YPG route starting when their son 
Chris was in fifth grade. When she 
became unable to drive, he drove 
her daily and when she passed away 
approximately eight years ago he 
took over.

“She got sick and he drove her for 
several years,” said Chris. “He had 
me take over his big truck route and 
he took over my mom’s route, and he 
did it until the week we put him in 
the hospital.”

Chris appreciates the condolences 
from the YPG community and says 
his father was a hard worker and 
dedicated to his career. 

“He took pride in his job.”

u.s. army Yuma proving Ground (YpG) 
leaders gathered to bid farewell to 
the residents of the YpG travel camp. 
On Feb. 16, YpG command sgt. Major 
herbert Gill and Garrison Manager 
ronnie James helped the Family 
Morale, Welfare, and recreation staff 
serve hamburgers, hotdogs and sides. 
approximately 200 people reside 
temporarily at the camp and typically 
leave within the next month. (photos 
by ana henderson)

aBOVE: children at Youth services enjoyed games including stacking peppermints and using a straw to grab hold 
of Lucky charms.  BELOW: It was all about the green on st. patty’s Day. those who were in the Irish spirit wore 
green to celebrate the holiday like this couple at coyote Lanes. (photos by casey Garcia)

Next Outpost deadline:
April 5th at noon

Suicide Prevention 
Hotline

1-800-273-TALK

YPG Sexual Assault 
24 Hour Hotline

 928-920-3104



12   March 29, 2021 OutpOst

By Ana Henderson
U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground 

provides a variety of resources. Take 
a look at who you can turn to in a 
time of need.  

Army Community Services (ACS)
All ACS programs support 

Soldiers, civilian employees and 
Families in maintaining readiness 
by coordinating and delivering 
comprehensive, responsive services 
that promote self-reliance, resiliency 
and stability. Contact the ACS team 
at (928) 328-2513.

Rosa Dayton
• Relocation Readiness
• Army Family Action Plan 
• Army Family Team Building
• Mobilization and Deployment
• Information and Referral, etc.

Mardy Clark
• Army Emergency Relief 
• Financial Readiness 

Cathyann Robinson
• Employment Readiness Program
• The New Parent Support Program 
• The Family Advocacy Program 
• The Exceptional Family Member 

Program 

• The Victim Advocacy Program 

Arlene Gentry
• YPG Volunteer Program Manager
• Sexual Harassment/Assault 

Response and Prevention Program 
(SHARP). SHARP can assist a 
military service member, spouse, 
dependent family member ages 
18 and older, and are enrolled 
in DEERS. Department of 
Defense Civilian personnel sexual 
harassment complaints are reported 
to Equal Employment Opportunity. 

Employee Assistance Program (EAP)
The EAP supports civilian 

employees, and the community, 
with improving quality of life and 
productivity by providing, short-
term, non-clinical counseling and 
education services to all civilian 
personnel and their family members 
over the age of 18. The goal of the 
YPG EAP is to improve the mental 
health and well-being of the people 
and communities we serve. The AEP 
team can be reached at (928) 328-
2249.

For a comprehensive visit   home.
army.mil/yuma/ or yuma.armymwr.
com/

Know your squad YPG children get birthday parade surprise

aBOVE: (Left to right) acs specialist rosa Dayton, sexual 
assault response coordinator arlene Gentry, Family 
support Director, Mardy clark, Family advocacy program 
Manager cathyann robinson.  
rIGht: chris Lee, army substance abuse program Manager 
and phillip Duhart, Drug test coordinator. (photos by ana 
henderson)

the u.s. army Yuma proving Ground (YpG) child 
and Youth services (cYs) staff along with the YpG 
Fire Department paid a visit to children in the 
YpG community to wish them a happy birthday. 
the children were presented with a goodie bag 
and balloons by sparky the Fire Dog and cYs 
Director, Melissa anderson. the parade is fun 
alternative way of celebrating birthdays without 
a large crowd. (photos courtesy of cYs staff)


