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By Mark Schauer
The U.S. Army Special Operations 

Aviation Command held a change of 
command ceremony at Yuma Proving 
Ground (YPG) on Sept. 19 with Capt. 
Jarod Steen assuming command of 
the Yuma flight detachment from 
Chief Warrant Officer 5 Christopher 
Eicher. 

The flight detachment has 
supported training operations of the 
John F. Kennedy Special Warfare 
Center and School’s Military Free 
Fall School (MFFS) at YPG since 
2014. The MFFS has utilized the 
proving ground’s vast ranges to train 
thousands of the military’s most elite 
paratroopers since opening in 1996.

Steen assumes the post as the 
detachment’s second commander. 
The detachment safely flew in excess 
of 1,500 missions and 8,200 sorties 
during Eicher’s tenure, which earned 
high praise.

“He built the flight detachment 
from the ground up and executed 
missions for the school within 18 
hours of the first aircraft arriving 
on station,” said Maj. Bryan Pierce, 
company commander. “During 
his tenure as the unit detachment 
commander, the unit maintained an 
over 99% mission support rate and 
established a brand name reputation 
known for military free fall mission 
support west of the Mississippi.”

Steen said he is ready to hit the 
ground running.

“It’s a privilege to command 
and I’m looking forward to what 
the future will bring,” he said. “I 
thank the Soldiers and civilians for 
welcoming me to the command and 

continuing to make the 
mission happen on a daily 
basis.”

The flight detachment 
maintains and flies the 
C27J, formerly used as 
a niche cargo plane to 

supplement the larger C-130. The 
aircraft was extensively tested at 
YPG prior to being fielded and 
is regarded by many as a high 
performance aircraft. It achieves 
altitude more quickly than the aircraft 
formerly used to support the MFFS 
prior to the creation of the flight 
detachment, and also accommodates 
two to three times as many jumpers 
at a time, which has contributed to 
a significant expansion of MFFS 
training opportunities in recent years.

New commander at Special Operations Aviation Command

The U.S. Army Special Operations Aviation Command held a change of command ceremony at YPG on 
Sept. 19, with Capt. Jarod Steen assuming command from Chief Warrant Officer Five Christopher Eicher. 
The detachment has supported training operations of the John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center and 
School’s Military Free Fall School at YPG since 2014. (Photos by Mark Schauer)
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Serving as keynote speaker at American Legion Post 19’s POW/MIA Remembrance Breakfast on Sept. 20, YPG 
Heritage Center curator Bill Heidner delivered stirring remarks reflecting on the more than 80,000 American 
service men and women who have been buried with honors as unknowns, lost at sea, officially buried at sea, or 
missing in action in all conflicts from World War II to the present day. “Having been a non-commissioned officer, 
where accountability of my Soldiers was a prime responsibility, I hold dear the part of the Soldier’s Creed that 
states, ‘I will never leave a fallen comrade.’ But despite our best intentions of leaving no one behind, sometimes 
the conditions of war don’t allow us to do that.” (Photo by Mark Schauer)

Tee up! The Second 
Annual Ground 
Combat Directorate 
Golf Tournament 
took place in late 
September at 
the Mesa Del Sol 
golf Course.  YPG 
leadership and 
personnel made 
up the 25 teams. 
The winners were 
Team KTMer’s 
Kyle Santini, Greg 
Quinonez, Omar 
Velazquez, and 
Doug Goings.  
(Photos by Mark 
Schauer)

Heritage Center curator
honors POW/MIAs

Second Annual 
Ground Combat Golf Tournament

The YPG community came together to take part in the 4th Annual 9/11 First Responders 5K. YTC Commander, 
Lt. Col. Alicia Johnson provided opening remarks saying “All Americans treasure their first responders, and as 
commander of YTC, I am grateful every day that this post’s first responders and security personnel have the 
training, skills, and equipment necessary to keep the proving ground and its personnel as safe and secure as 
possible.” Deputy Fire Chief Jack Bailey says, “9/11 was a bad day but you celebrate the achievement of how 
America came together and rebuilt.” The fun run came about from a cooperation between Fire Lt. William Session 
and Wellness Officer, Michele Dominguez. (Photo by Ana Henderson)

9-11 first responders 5K fun run
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Red’s Bird Cage
Saloon

Located in the heart of Historic Downtown Yuma
231 Main St. · 928-783-1050

Mon-Fri 9:30am - 2:30am • Open Sat & Sun 6am

Come And Join Us!
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YPG CPAC is streamlining 
the hiring process

YPG Installation Emergency Manager Robert Barocio and Yuma County Emergency Management Director Tony 
Badilla appeared on KBLU Radio’s Russ Clark Show and KYMA to discuss National Preparedness Month and the 
cooperation between local agencies for emergency management. (Photos by Mark Schauer)

YPG delivers Preparedness message

By Ana Henderson
The staff at the Yuma Proving 

Ground (YPG) Civilian Personnel 
Advisory Center (CPAC) have a 
heavy task… to hire the best and 
brightest candidates to fill the 
vacancies at YPG and its tenant 
commands. 

Kim Alford, the Human Resources 
Director of Civilian Personnel for the 
CPAC, explains, “We all support the 
Warfighter. That’s our main function. 
If we do not get the job filled for the 
different commands out here then 
they cannot complete their mission, 
which will hold up how we support 
the Warfighter.”

At any given time CPAC is 
working on about 70-100 recruits at 
a time all in different stages of the 
hiring process. 

The current Army standard 
requires filling a vacancy in 80 days. 
In the months of July and August 
YPG’s CPAC office has filled 
vacancies at an exceptional rate. The 
average fill time in July was 74 days 
and in August 47 days.

 The CPAC office is in no way 
cutting corners, “We are not trying 
to deviate and cut processes, but 
we found ways to streamline 
the processes using some of the 
available Direct Hiring Authority 
(DHA) and Expedited Hiring 
Authority (EHA) and ensuring we 
are following regulatory guidance 
and local policies and procedures.”

Alford explains that YPG’s CPAC 
office works closely with the local 
Commands that are key in support 
of recruitment efforts, such as the 
YPG Medical Clinic, “They have 
been fabulous with us; we use 
their services a lot (for physicals), 
both Garrison and ATEC Security 
office (they provide assistance 
with fingerprinting and security 
checks), and the Army Substance 
Abuse Program office (they provide 

assistance with drug testing).” 
The clock starts ticking as soon 

as a manager initiates a request for 
personnel action. The first step is to 
ensure the CPAC has an accurate 
position description, the second 
step is the strategic recruitment 
discussion with the manager on how 
they want to announce the positon. 

In the past most of YPG’s 
recruitment efforts were announced 
on USA Jobs, most recently the 
Office of Personnel Management has 
approved new appointing authorities 
such as DHA and EHA. CPAC also 
uses other existing authorities, such 
as: Veterans’ Recruitment Authority 
and 30% Disabled Veteran.

After the announcement flyer 
closes, applications are rated, 
paneled, and interviewed. Once 
that step is complete, a tentative 
offer is extended then employees 
must complete the conditions of 
employment, CPAC creates an 
onboarding electronic file to initiate 
pre-employment forms, background 
investigation check, fingerprints, 
and physicals.  Finally, once all 
conditions have been cleared an 
entry-on-duty date is established for 
the employee to start work.

All this must happen within 80 
days by Army standards, yet for 
Alford, her goal is to keep this 
number closer to 60.  Alford knows 
if they do not get prospective 
employees on board within a decent 
amount of time someone else will, 
“We have the potential to lose a good 
candidate so time is of the essence. 
It is imperative that we move as 
quickly as we can” adding, “If a 
person applies for our job they are 
also applying for other positions 
located on other installations. So we 
want to get the best and the brightest 
to work for YPG. If we move 
quicker, we are more susceptible to 
get them then somebody else.”
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TLC MANAGEMENT

Themis & Paul Cavanagh
928.726.5557
670 E 32nd St, Ste 9

www.tlcmanagement.net

“Find the Rental Home YOU Deserve”
As A veterAn,PAul understAnds the 

needs of relocAting militAry fAmilies And 
is dedicAted to Assisting All fAmilies in 
locAting their next rentAl home. he is 

Also A retired PeAce officer who is very 
sensitive to the PArticulAr needs of PlAcing 

lAw enforcement And their fAmilies.
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·resPonsive  ·concerned ·reliAble  ·here for you!

The YPG Fire Department 
reminds residents: 

“Not Every Hero Wears a Cape. 
Plan and Practice Your Escape!”

By Tarnell Pritchett, 
Fire Prevention Inspector

Today’s home fires burn faster than 
ever. In a typical home fire, you may 
have as little as one to two minutes 
to escape safely from the time the 
smoke alarm sounds. Knowing how 
to use that time wisely takes planning 
and practice.

The Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) 
Fire Department is teaming up 
with the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) -- the official 
sponsor of Fire Prevention Week for 
more than 90 years -- to promote 
this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, “Not Every Hero Wears 
a Cape.  Plan and Practice Your 
Escape,” which works to educate the 
public about basic but essential ways 
to quickly and safely escape a home 
fire. 

NFPA statistics show that in 2017 
U.S. fire departments responded to 
357,000 home structure fires. These 
fires caused 2,630 fire deaths and 
10,600 fire injuries. On average, 
seven people died in a fire in a home 
per day during 2012 to 2016.  

Escape planning and practice can 
help you make the most of the time 
you have, giving everyone enough 
time to get out.  

While NFPA and the YPG Fire 
Department are focusing on home 
fires, these messages apply to 
virtually any location.

“Situational awareness is a skill 
people need to use wherever they 

go,” said Richard Martin Fire 
Prevention Inspector for the YPG Fire 
Department.  “No matter where you 
are, look for available exits. If the 
alarm system sounds, take it seriously 
and exit the building immediately.”

 “Working in the fire service for 
many years, we know that people often 
make choices in fire situations that 
jeopardize their safety or even cost 
them their lives,” said Chad Nelson, 
Fire Prevention Inspector for the YPG 
Fire Department. “We need to do a 
better job of teaching people about 
the potentially life-saving difference 
escape planning and practice can make 
and motivating them to action.” 

YPG Fire Chief Gerald Ball says 
this year’s “Not Every Hero Wears a 
Cape.  Plan and Practice Your Escape” 
campaign highlights three steps people 
can take to help quickly and safely 
escape a fire

• Home fire escape planning is 
essential part of fire safety.

• Home fire escape practice is 
essential before a fire strikes.

• Working smoke alarms are 
essential to alert people to a fire in the 
early stages.  

The YPG Fire Department is 
hosting a series of events in support 
of this year’s Fire Prevention Week 
campaign, including an open house 
at Fire Station 2 building 608 on Oct. 
10 from 10 AM – 2 PM.  For more 
information about Fire Prevention 
Week and home escape planning, visit 
www.firepreventionweek.org.

Chaplain’s Corner
When adversity knocks on your 

door, how do you respond?
By Chaplain Ronald Beltz

Once upon a time a daughter 
complained to her father that her life 
was miserable and that she didn’t 
know how she was going to make 
it. She was tired of fighting and 
struggling all the time. It seemed 
just as one problem was solved, 
another one soon followed.

Her father, a chef, took her to the 
kitchen. He filled three pots with 
water and placed each on a high fire.

Once the three pots began to boil, 
he placed potatoes in one pot, eggs 
in the second pot and ground coffee 
beans in the third pot. He then let 
them sit and boil, without saying a 
word to his daughter.

The daughter, impatiently waited, 
wondering what he was doing. After 
20 minutes he turned off the burners. 
He took the potatoes out of the 
pot and placed them in a bowl. He 
pulled the eggs out and placed them 
in a bowl. He then ladled the coffee 
out and placed it in a cup.

Turning to her, he asked. 
“Daughter, what do you see?” 
“Potatoes, eggs and coffee,” she 
hastily replied. “Look closer” he 
said, “Touch the potatoes.” She 
did and noted that they were soft. 
He then asked her to take an egg 
and break it. After pulling off the 

shell, she observed the hard-boiled 
egg. Finally, he asked her to sip 
the coffee. Its rich aroma brought a 
smile to her face. 

“Father, what does this mean?” 
she asked. He explained that the 
potatoes, the eggs and coffee beans 
had each faced the same adversity-
the boiling water. However, each 
one reacted differently. The potato 
went in strong, hard and unrelenting, 
but in boiling water, it became soft 
and weak.

The egg was fragile, with the 
thin outer shell protecting its liquid 
interior until it was put in the boiling 
water. Then the inside of the egg 
became hard. The ground coffee 
beans were unique. After they were 
exposed to the boiling water, they 
changed the water and created 
something new.

“Which one are you?” he asked 
his daughter. “When adversity 
knocks on your door, how do you 
respond? 

Moral of the story: In life, things 
happen around us, things happen 
to us, but the only thing that truly 
matters is how you choose to react to 
it and what you make out of it. Life 
is all about leaning, adopting and 
converting all the struggles that we 
experience into something positive.
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By Ana Henderson
The Technologies and Investments 

Directorate (TID) is tasked 
with looking into the future and 
anticipating Yuma Proving Ground’s 
(YPG) and Yuma, Cold Regions 
and Tropic Regions Test Center’s, 
needs. Todd Hudson, Director of 
TID explains, “We are responsible 
for sustainment, enhancement, 
and modernization of YPG’s test 
capabilities and integrating new 
technology and innovation to ensure 
YPG has the test capabilities to meet 
Army and DoD modernization and 
mission objectives.”

The directorate has several 
functions, which include leading 
YPG’s investment process, enterprise 
software development, fostering 
new technologies, providing support 
to the Army Futures Command, 
sponsoring or developing test policies 
and standards such as Test Operating 
Procedures and testing research which 
includes partnering with various 
government entities, academia, and 
others to advance innovations in the 
testing arena.

Recently, Hudson and George 
Franck, the Technology and 
Investments Manager, focused on the 
latter two of those functions when 
they visited Germany’s Technical 
Center for Weapons and Ammunition 
(equivalent to a test center) and 
hosted their German counterparts 
at Yuma Test Center (YTC) earlier 
this summer. The technical centers 
test equipment for their government 
similar to what YPG does for our 
government.

Hudson explains that Germany is 
using very similar non-destructive 
test equipment that is used at YTC’s 
Metrology and Simulation Division 
for cannon tube inspections.  The trip 
was focused on cannon inspections 
since the Germany technical center 
uses similar techniques as YTC for 
indirect fire cannons.  The hope is 
to collaborate and learn from one 
another, 

“The Germans have recently 
acquired the technology within the 
past two to three years. So they are 
new to it and are trying to understand 
it. Us being able to help them is going 
to save them a lot of time” explains 
Franck.

Hudson adds, “We can share ideas, 
collaborate on research methods and 
technologies and develop policy 
changes and standard updates.” 

One of the action items resulting 
from this trip is a working group 
to update the International Test 
Operating Procedures (ITOP). 

“We are establishing a working 
group between our two countries 
to update this ITOP to include laser 
bore mapping techniques for cannon 
inspections.” 

Anyone within the international 
NATO allies would use the ITOP 
to ensure all inspection techniques 
and requirements meet the same 
standards.

During their trip to Germany 
Hudson and Franck noticed there is 
work to be done when it comes to 
standardizing the inspection process. 

“A lot of their inspection criteria is 
different than ours so as we want to 
come up with standardization policies 
and procedures for laser bore mapping 
there’s gaps we are going to have 
to agree on how we identify flaws 
and different characteristics with the 

cannon tubes” explains Franck. 
While this trip was focused on laser 

bore mapping TID is always looking 
to link its subject matter experts 
(SME) says Hudson, “As we meet 
experts across the world, we look 
for opportunities for collaboration. 
We foster this exchange and get our 

SMEs linked up with their SMEs.”
Hudson points out that there are 

many benefits to sharing research 
methods and technologies and policy 
changes and standard updates.

 “Overall, collaboration with our 
national and international partners, 
that’s what we are supposed to do. 
We are supposed to see what they 
are doing in Test and Evaluation 
and they see what we are doing. 
Together, in a collaborative nature 
we can become better Test and 
Evaluation professionals for both our 
governments.” 

Adding that the possibility of a 
collaboration like this leading to 
the next innovative design are not 
farfetched.

“So when we do the next version 
of laser bore mapping, now it will 
be a collaborative between YPG 
and Germany to go back to the 
manufacturer and build something 
even better than we have now.” 
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3 SOLAR COMMUNITIES with something for everyone.
From upscale, low-maintenance townhomes at Sunset Terrace
(with clubhouse and pool) to luxury living at Las Barrancas at the View.
Solar homes with a wealth of energy-saving, water-saving, and
money-saving features.
Excellent warranty from an experienced builder.
Preferred lender assistance with staff available to
coordinate sales including VA loans.

Stop by our 
MODEL HOMES 

TODAY!
M-F 10am-5pm

Sat-Sun 11am-5pm

NEW HOMES

Starting At $284,950 Starting At $205,950 Starting At $231,950

12310 Grand View Dr.
928-345-1623

6591 E 34th St.
928-317-9701

6171 E. Overlook Ln.
928-317-9701

* Features, amenities & pricing subject to change without notice. Special pricing / special offers cannot be combined. 
Photos may not represent actual home for sale. ROC #246945/ROC# 244491

Move in ready homes

180269

YPG representatives tour Republic of Germany’s Technical Centers
Technologies 
and Investments 
Directorate Director, 
Todd Hudson and 
George Franck, 
the Technology 
and Investments 
Manager, are 
pictured at the 
Bundeswehr 
Technical Center 
for Aircraft and 
Aeronautical 
Equipment in 
Manching, Germany. 
They visited the 
technical centers and 
hosted their German 
counterparts at YTC 
earlier this summer. 
(Loaned photo)
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By Ana Henderson
High-speed Section Chief Chris 

Insco has the key to stopping time. 
When people ask Insco what he does 
his answer is “I basically stop time.” 

Insco goes on to explain, “Our 
cameras and the high-speed process 
we use range from 1,000 frames per 
second (fps) up to 10,000 fps but 
these cameras have the ability to 
take up to one-million fps which is 
basically a camera taking a million 
frames in one second.” 

Watching the video captured by the 
high-speed section is like a scene of 
the Matrix movie: you can see each 
and every twist and turn the projectile 
makes. These cameras are so rapid 
you can see sound moving through 
the air, they can capture a sound wave 
in a photograph. 

“We slow things down for the 
customer to allow them to see what 
they cannot see with the naked eye” 
say Insco. 

Capturing the high-speed video for 
a test at Yuma Proving Ground (YPG) 
entails a lot more than simply setting 
up a camera and walking away. The 
technology behind these ultrahigh-
speed video cameras demands an 
entire network to run their programs 
and entails detailed planning and 
setup.

Weeks before a test the crew talks 
with the test officer (TO) to better 
understand the needs of the customer. 
From there the senior technicians plan 
the logistics, this includes deciding 
on the type of camera, working with 
Geodetics for assistance with camera 
placement and setting up generators 
to keep the cameras running.

Then comes the networking of the 
cameras which are ran on a local area 
network. High-speed technicians 
work with Network Enterprise Center 
(NEC) range communication to 
confirm if the test location on the 
Cibola or Kofa side of the range has 
the network capability required to run 

their computer systems. Depending 
on the location the high-speed 
technicians will set up the network 
other times NEC will set up the 
network. 

The coverage of video depends 
of the type of test, some of the 
camera angles include, behind the 
gun, muzzle exit, and impact. Insco 
explains, “Sometimes it is gun 
coverage, sometimes it is impact 
coverage. With the impact coverage 
it depends on what the TO wants. 
We had one test where they had 10 
different scenarios. As soon as they 
fired one we had to pick up all that 
equipment and move it to another 

scenario.” Adding “It’s a lot of 
logistics that our senior technicians 
learn through experience and time out 
here.”

A test requiring high-speed video 
coverage can require anywhere from 
two to nine technicians “One of our 
largest test, I think we had 20 camera 
systems on one test.”

One high-speed system popular 
with the TO is the trajectory tracker, 
“Those can cover from the end of 
the muzzle to out to usually it is 
100-meters but we have tracked them 
out to 200-meters at time” explains 
Insco.

The trajectory tracker uses an 
algorithm to capture the projectile in 
motion. The high-speed technician 
will input coordinates and other 
information given by the TO into the 
computer software which controls 
the tracker and a mirror. When a 
round is fired, the mirror moves and 
the camera captures images from the 
mirror. Using the trajectory tracker is 
equivalent to using 10 cameras. 

Another angle is static and moving 
impacts, “Target systems sets up a 
tank that is remote controlled and 
we actually chase it with pan and 
tilts that we control from a remote 
location. We can actually follow the 
vehicle through that course.”

High-speed video section has 
the key to ‘stopping time’

“Our cameras and the high-speed process we use range from 1,000 frames per second (fps) up to 10,000 fps but these cameras have the ability to take up to one-million fps which is basically a camera taking a million frames in one second” explains 
High-speed Section Chief, Chris Insco. (Army photos)

Capturing the high-speed video for a test at YPG entails a lot more than simply setting up a camera and walking away. 
The technology behind these ultrahigh-speed video cameras demands an entire network to run their programs and entails 
detailed planning and setup. (Photo by Ana Henderson)



THE OUTPOST    SEPTEMBER 30, 2019   7

Y7

Behind each camera set up on a 
test, is a high-speed technician who 
is monitoring it via a live video 
feed shown on a camera controller 
(lab top) from inside a support test 
vehicle. 

Sean Mynster, high-speed video 
test lead and Steven Mowery, high-
speed technician were recently on a 
test. They monitored the test site and 
communicated with the TO via hand-
held radios to ensure they captured 
the firing of the projectile. 

Mowery explains, “This is the 
software that operates the camera, we 
can adjust our shutter, our resolution, 
our frame rate, it is also the software 
that arms the camera. We arm-up 

about 10 seconds out. When we do 
arm them up, they run on a loop 
recording so we will have pre and 
post frames. We will have 200 frames 
before and 200 frames after that way 
if a mishap happens and we have an 
early trigger we will capture it.”

Mishaps do happen because YPG 
is a testing center, and Insco says 
that’s when their video become most 
important, “We can shoot thousands 
of mortars a day, and if everything is 
good we just archive it. But we will 
have that one where a fuze will pop-
off, or the round malfunctions outside 
of the tube and we capture it on video 
that’s when the customers get really 
excited about what we capture.”

Behind each camera set up on a test, is a high-speed technician who is monitoring it via a live video feed shown on a 
camera controller from inside a support test vehicle. Sean Mynster, high-speed video test lead (right) and Steven Mowery, 
high-speed technician (left) are shown monitoring a test site. (Photo by Ana Henderson)

High-speed Section Chief, Chris Insco, (top left) has the key to stopping time, when people ask Insco what he does his 
answer is “I basically stop time.” (Photo by Ana Henderson)
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The YPG Technologies & Investments Directorate hosted a salsa tasting in honor of National Hispanic Heritage 
Month which is celebrated Sept. 15–Oct. 15. The Salsa winner will be announced during an Oct. 3 Hispanic 
Heritage luncheon. (Photo by Ana Henderson)

Celebrating Hispanic Heritage  

By Steve Ward, Recreation Supervisor
As you know our days are never the 

same around here, and today was no 
exception. I was contacted a couple 
of weeks ago by someone who was 
once stationed at YPG, that wanted 
to see the Auto Skills Center that he 
remembered during his time here. We 
talked over the phone and he sounded 
like he was not grasping the fact that 
the Proving Ground had changed since 
he was last here in 1970. He was sure I 
did not know what I was talking about 
until I relayed, that I was the longest 
MWR employee here at the base, and 
truly was the person he needed to talk 
to regarding the old Auto Skills Center. 
He was passing through and he wanted 
to talk to me and present me with 
something. We agreed to the date and 
time, and I hadn’t heard anything since 
then.

He came into the Fitness Center 
about 15 minutes before our meeting 
time and asked for me at the front 

desk. I greeted him and he told me his 
name, Don Sherman, and said that he’d 
like to talk to me for a few minutes. I 
obliged, because we frequently have 
people come through that have been 
here before and want us to know their 
stories. As a young engineer here in the 
late 60’s early 70’s Mr. Sherman did 
not have any money, but had all kinds 
of time. He befriended the auto skills 
manager at the time and asked if he 
could start to assemble a “long term” 
project in the facility. Mr. Sherman 
went to school as an automotive 
engineer and ended up testing mortars 
and such during his time here, but in 
his spare time found solace in toiling 
on this “project” that he had. He was 
working on a “Valkyrie GT” kit car. He 
worked on it, building a tube chassis, 
and parts that he found at a local 
wrecking yard at the time. He was 
able to get it somewhat road worthy 
by the end of his time here at YPG and 
drove it back home to Iowa. Where he 

stored it for a few years while going 
back to school. After finishing school 
a neighbor had asked if he would be 
interested in a job at a little magazine 
called “Car and Driver.” Which, after 
a year or so of working there put his 
experience at YPG on paper, and he 
presented us with a copy, that needs to 
be framed, but he wasn’t finished.

Mr. Sherman continued with some 
additional early Yuma stories and 
then went on to tell me that he retold 
the story of his kit car again, with 
additional pictures, last year to Hagerty 

magazine, which he also presented to 
us. He mentioned that possibly there 
was someone, like him, that maybe 
needed a little motivation to start and 
even finish a project here now, and 
would like to see these in the Auto 
Skills Center one day. I looked at the 
presentations and told him that “I 
would see to it” and thanked him for 
his wonderful gift. He asked more 
about Yuma these days and local car 
guy stuff and we exchanged contact 
information, and off he went.

Today, IS a great day at YPG!

Former Soldier revisits his favorite place at YPG…the Auto Skills Center

Don Sherman who served at YPG in the late 1960’s through the early 1970’s recently visited his favorite placed at YPG, 
the Auto Skills Center. He also presented Steve Ward, the MWR Recreation Supervisor with two poster boards he created 
displaying magazine articles from Car and Driver magazine and Hagerty. Both detailing his time at the YPG Auto Skills 
Center assembling a Valkyrie GT kit car. These boards will be displayed in the Auto Skills Center. (Photo by Ana Henderson)
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classifieds
To place your ad call 928-783-4433

Real Estate

Real Estate Services

Publishers Note:
All real estate advertised in the

newspaper is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing Act of

1988 which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference,
limitation, or discrimination

based on race, color, or religion
or national origin, familial status,

handicap or intention to make
any such preference, limitation

or discrimination."
The newspaper will not
knowingly accept any

advertisement for real estate
which is in violation of the law.

Our readers are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised in

this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Employment

Good
Job.

If you are out of work, looking
to make a move up the

corporate ladder or need extra
spending money that a part time
job can supply, the Yuma Sun

Employment section is the place
to look.

Other

BE YOUR OWN
BOSS!

Newspaper
Delivery Routes

Available
for dependable persons

with reliable vehicle

• Yuma Area

• Foothills Area

Excellent Money Making
Opportunity

Be your own Boss as an
independent contractor!

A perfect second job!

Requires a few early
morning hours each day.

Request a route in person:

Yuma Sun
2055 S. Arizona Ave

or email resume to:

spineda@yumasun.com

Home Services 
Directory

IT IS ALWAYS HOT IN
YUMA!

Make sure your air
conditioner is up and
running.
Look in the
Yuma Sun
Service
Directory for
A/C repair!

Air Conditioning - 
Heating

*Residential *Mobile Homes
* Park Models

*AZ Room Duct Additions
FREE ESTIMATES
(928)342-9164
12890 40th St

(FOOTHILLS)
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Carpet - Rug Cleaner

Ask about our Classified
Merchandise Special!

(928) 783-4433

Carpet - Rug Cleaner

Ceramic Tile

Cleaning Services

Concrete

Driveways, Patios, RV Patios
Demolition of Full Concrete
NO Struggles whatsoever.

Work Guaranteed!
32 Years of Experience

Owner Operator
Satisfaction Guaranteed

(928) 600-4849
(Not A Licensed Contractor)

Construction

928-782-1212
M & M GENERAL

CONTRACTING, INC
Residential & Commercial

Remodels, Kitchens, Baths,
Tile Work, Stucco, Concrete

and Framing
Mention ad for a discount
We'll beat our competitors

prices. Free Estimates
Roc#274239

Electricians

Free Estimates 
& 24hr Service

(928) 920-2311
License #: 319734 & insured

• Residential & Commercial Electrical

•  Wiring Service for Remodel / 
 New Construction

• Repair Services
 24hr Service & Free Estimates

(928) 920-2311
License#379734 & Insured

Excavation

LIKE and SHARE
the Yuma Sun Classifieds

Facebook Page.

www.facebook.com/
ClassifiedsInYuma

www.facebook.com/
ClassifiedsInYuma

Former Soldier revisits his favorite place at YPG…the Auto Skills Center
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Roofers

Tile, flat, foam or shingle roofs.
Small repairs to complete new roof

systems. All 100% guaranteed.
linesandlundgreen.com

ROC#069354C42. 070448L42.

928-783-9084

ROOFING & INSULATION, INC.

Party Supplies - 
Services

Share your celebration or
announcement!

Call (928) 783-4433 to place
your ad today!

Plumbing

PLUMBING
PROBLEMS???

Why pay more?
I can beat anybody's price

in town!
Over 40yrs experience.

Guaranteed best prices in
town.

928-581-6942
not a licensed contractor

Remodel - Repair

Roofers

Painters

Commercial & Residential
Custom Painting

20 Years of Quality Service
•Drywall Repair & Stucco

•Epoxy Floors •Stains •Varnish
•Roof Coatings •Licensed

•Bonded •Insured
(928)236-4002 (928)285-8976

= Free Estimates =
ROC # 325914

Residential & Commercial
Interior / Exterior, Drywall

Stucco Repair, Texture Match,
Pressure Wash, Roof Coating,

Stain/Varnish, Epoxy Floors
 20 years of Experience

Licensed, Bonded, and Insured
Paul 928-615-7240

ROC 323365

Take your
newspaper
with you!

Download the
Yuma Sun app

today!

Movers

Painters

Desert Best 
Painting LLC

Specializing in 
Commercial & Residential

Licensed-Bonded-Insured - ROC# 200112

RODRIGO RAMIREZ (Owner)

desertbestpainting1@yahoo.com

928-446-9519

 Interior  Exterior
 Drywall  Stucco Repair

 Roof Coating  Apoxy Floors

Need to stop or start your
subscription to the Yuma Sun?

Call The Circulation Dept at
(928) 539-6900

Handyman

Landscaping Services

Arturo's Artistic
Landscaping

Installation and Repairs
• Sprinklers
• Spread Rock
• Lighting
• Design
• Edging • Brick
• Concrete
Curbing

Call Today 928.580.8666
ROC#214701

Landscape
Services

 * Landscape Installation
* Drip Systems

* Sprinkler Systems & Repair
* Grass * Gravel * Pavers

* Flagstone  * Brick Borders
* Yard Lighting & Clean-UPs

* Tree Trimming

928-920-2672
(not a licensed contractor)

Movers

MOVERS
2 Men Will Move

You! Retired
Fire Fighter &

Vet Exp'd,
Reliable, Dependable Multi-

task Family Owned &
Operated for 38+ yrs.

928-344-0346
928-246-0628

City Lic. & BBB Certified
(Not a licensed Contractor)

MOVERS
2 Men Will Move

You! Retired
Fire Fighter &

Vet Exp'd,
Reliable, Dependable Multi-

task Family Owned &
Operated for 38+ yrs.

928-344-0346
928-246-0628

City Lic. & BBB Certified
(Not a licensed Contractor)

Flags Signs Banners

Garage Doors

Handyman

Masonry, Carpentry,
Cement, Remodeling,
Painting, Plumbing,

Roofing & More Just Ask!
No job too small because

I do them all.
Allen Ainsworth

Cell 928-257-9077
or Call 928-783-0306

(not a licensed contractor)

Have something to sell?
Place your classified ad

by calling
(928) 783-4433

The Yuma Sun is located at
2055 S. Arizona Avenue
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285 S. Main St.

928-210-7470

Lets make 
some

memories

Shop. Support. Volunteer.

812 S. Ave. A  •  928-329-2989
Open Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
www.amberlysplace.com 17

94
04

 

333 Main Street Yuma, AZ 85364
www.TourWestAmerica.com

928-783-8888 • Summer hours: Mon. - Fri. 10AM - 2PM

Motor Coach Tours & Charters
CRUISES, PACKAGED VACATIONS, AIRFARE, WORLD WIDE SERVICE

Plan your Summer Vacation 
Get-A-Way

17
94

11

By Mardy Clark, Family Support Director
The thrift savings plan (TSP) made some 

drastic changes that went into effect 15 
September 2019.

The items below are some of the changes: 
In the past you were limited to one partial 

withdrawal in your lifetime—either an age-
based in-service withdrawal (when you’re 
59½ or older) or a partial post-separation 
withdrawal. Under the new policy,

• You will be able to take up to four age-
based in-service withdrawals per calendar year;

• There will be no limit of the number 
of partial withdrawals you can take after 
separating from federal service (except that you 
won’t be able to take more than one every 30 
calendar days);

• You will be able to take partial withdrawals 
while you’re receiving post-separation 
installment payments;

• Having taken age-based in-service 
withdrawals will not prevent you from taking 
post-separation partial withdrawals.

With the old rules, when you took a 
withdrawal, the money came from your 
traditional and Roth balances on a pro rata 
basis. For example, if 80% of your account was 
in your traditional 
balance and 20% 
was in Roth, any 
withdrawal you 
take would be 
80% traditional 
and 20% Roth. 
Under the new 
rules, you can 
still use this 
method, but 
you’ll also have 
the option to take 
your withdrawal 
only from your 
Roth balance 
or only from 
your traditional 
balance. These 
options will 
be available 
for all types of 
withdrawals.

In the past, monthly payments were currently 
the only frequency option you had for receiving 
regular post-separation installment distributions 
from your account. The new rules will also 
allow you to receive payments quarterly or 
annually.

Also in the past, if you were receiving 
monthly payments, you could only change 
the amount of those payments during an open 
season between Oct. 1 and Dec. 15.  Starting 
15 Sept., you will be able to change the amount 
and frequency (monthly, quarterly, annual) of 
your installment payments — and change from 
life- expectancy payments to a fixed dollar 
amount —at any time.

With the old rules, if you wanted to stop 
your monthly payments, you had to receive the 
remainder of your account in a final withdrawal 
paid to you or transferred to an IRA or other 
eligible plan. The new rule eliminates that 
requirement, allowing you to stop and start 
your payments any time.

While it will make you crazy if you watch 
your TSP daily it is important to visit it 
monthly or quarterly to ensure your goals 
and risk tolerance is what is reflected in your 
choices for TSP Allocations and contributions.

Thrift Savings Plan withdrawal 
changes effective this month

YPG recently hosted a tour for some of its Federal and State partners who are instrumental in aiding with 
planning activities and resource management on YPG.  The group included representatives from Bureau of Land 
Management, Arizona Game and Fish Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, 
Luke Airforce Base.  This tour was as opportunity for our partners to see firsthand how tests are managed and 
conducted on the range. (Photo by Ana Henderson)

Federal and State partners tour YPG 
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