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Yuma Test Center
Commander
outlines new
initiatives
By Mark Schauer
Lt. Col. Timothy Matthews, YTC
commander, addressed personnel
from across the command in lateAugust.
A standing-room only audience
crowded into the Post Theater to hear
updates on the command and ask
questions on current topics.
Also speaking at the event were
Ground Combat Systems Director
Eddy Patchet, YPG Police Chief
Donnie Lucas, and YPG adjutant
Rick Swensen, who gave a
presentation on the availability of
Army-funded training opportunities.
Matthews announced that a new
suggestion portal was coming soon
to the YTC portion of YPG’s intranet
site and said employees have already
submitted safety suggestions to him
in person that have netted tangible
results. He spoke at some length
about safety, including a caution
to the workforce to be particularly
careful of snakes and other desert
wildlife as summer temperatures
peak.
SEE COMMANDER page 5

Anti-terrorism
message takes
a field trip
/Page 3

In memoriam: Senator John McCain, 1936-2018

Longtime United States Senator from Arizona John McCain succumbed to brain cancer in late August, after 60 years of service to the nation in uniform and as an elected official.
Seen here reading a copy of The Outpost during a moment of downtime during a visit, a full retrospective on the Senator and his relationship with U.S. Army Yuma Proving
Ground is on page 8. (Photo by Mark Schauer)

New airborne
system tested
at YPG
/Page 6

Snake safety
awareness vital
for everyone
/Page 11
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YPG celebrates Women’s Equality Day

THE OUTPOST

B

With well over 100 people in attendance, YPG’s 2018 Women’s Equality Day luncheon featured good food to eat and good
food for thought from five remarkable speakers. Clockwise, from top left, YPG Health Clinic Officer-In- Charge Lt. Col. Juliet
Morah-Reeves, Chief of Staff Minerva Peters, and test officer Brianna Carlson all shared their personal career experiences,
as did Yuma County Supervisor Lynne Pancrazi and Pink Beret CEO Stephanie Gattas, who served as keynote speakers. By
turns poignant and inspirational, the speakers shared the obstacles they faced breaking into their chosen fields, their joy at
having succeeded while watching antiquated barriers fall, and their conviction that women should forevermore be allowed
to pursue and develop their talents without social discouragement or discrimination. (Photos by Mark Schauer)
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Shootin’ the Breeze

On the road…again!
By David J. Horn
I just love summer vacations. This
past summer, I used a little bit of my
annual leave to drive my old 70s Corvette around the western half of the
USA. Here are some of my vacation
recommendations:
Before you leave.
First and foremost, check
to make sure
the lawn
sprinklers
are functioning and there’s
a fresh battery in
the timer, to keep your
lawn from turning into a big
piece of toast while you’re away.
Take an old car. Being really
comfortable, is being really boring.
Old sports cars are great for getting
into really interesting conversations
at every gas station, café, or wherever
you park it. Just make sure you prep
the car before the trip, so the conversation isn’t about leaking coolant.
Leave the work cell at home. My
boss told me not to put this one on
my list, but I’m typing this at home.
It usually takes me a day or two to
get YPG out of my system.
Don’t hurry. There is nothing
relaxing about keeping up with the 85
mph traffic on a freeway littered with
potholes and huge pieces of truck
tires. Take the backroads. Put the
convertible top down, or drive with
an elbow out an open window.
Do picnics. There’s just something special about eating outside on
a picnic table. But if I do feel like
eating in a roadside restaurant…and
this is really important…I always eat
at restaurants where I don’t recognize
the name of the place. I like asking
around…to eat at the places in small
towns where the local people go to
eat after the Friday night football
game.

Be curious and take pictures.
Do not be the person who, when the
Alien Spaceship lands in the center of
the road in front of you, just weaves
around the spacecraft and keeps on
driving. Stop, check things out, and
take lots of pictures!
Visit fun local festivals. This year,
a couple of the
events I visited
included the
Steele County
Fair in Owatonna, MN, and
the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally in Sturgis,
South Dakota. Looking back,
what happened in Owatonna, stays in
Owatonna.
Look up family and old friends.
Summer vacations are the only times
I get to visit with my kids. I mean,
why else would anybody from Yuma
want to check out what’s happening up in Fargo, North Dakota? Or,
Madison, Wisconsin? Also, a couple
of months ago, I got pinged on social
media by the girl I took to my high
school prom. To meet up and have
lunch with an old girlfriend I hadn’t
seen in over 40 years…how cool is
that?
It’s all about experiences! It’s
all about doing fun things with fun
people in fun places. It’s NOT about
setting a new world’s record for the
shortest driving time between Yuma
and some motel room in Albuquerque.
When you get back at your
house. Don’t try to get back to work
here at YPG within hours of getting
back into town. Give yourself time
to unpack and wash the laundry.
Time to sort through the mail and the
mementos you picked up along the
way. Time to find out what the heck
went wrong with those darn lawn
sprinklers.

Anti-terrorism message
takes a field trip

Alfonzo Brown, operations officer, took the Army’s Anti-terrorism Month outreach activities to YPG’s Price School in
late August. The entire student body assembled to hear his lively presentation, and he feels the effort was fruitful.
“The kids were receptive and the message is simple: if you see something, say something,” he said. “They kind of
understood already, so obviously their parents have been talking with them about this.” Brown emphasized the
importance of promoting anti-terrorism awareness to everyone, but particularly to children. “A lot of times people
plan nefarious things with kids around because they think kids aren’t aware of what is going on. Kids see and hear
a lot of things that adults don’t—they probably hear more than we do. The more they get the message when they
are young, the more likely they are to say something if they see something.” (Photo by Mark Schauer)

Next Outpost deadline is noon, September 6th
Sexual Assault Hotline: 920-3104
Report Domestic Violence: 287-3361
To Advertise in
the outpost

please conTacT
dArlene Firestone
aT (928) 539-6829
naTionals@yumasun.com
yuma sun, inc.
2055 s. arizona ave.,
yuma, az 85364
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Observance of National Suicide Prevention Month

By Christopher Lee
September is National Suicide
Prevention Month. This is an important aspect of the Army’s focus
on preparing a Ready and Resilient
total force. The Department of Defense and the Army continue to carry
forward the theme: #BeThere: Your
Action Could Save a Life.”
In observance of Suicide Prevention Awareness, the YPG Suicide
Prevention Program is pleased to announce a guest speaker, Julie Mack,
Suicide Prevention Specialist with
Arizona Complete Health.
Mack has an extensive background in community-based prevention, tobacco control and mental
health training. She was a member
of a School-Based Tobacco Education Program in Tucson, which was
recognized by the CDC as one of
the top five programs in the nation.
For five years, Ms. Mack conducted
background research, content writing, editing, and instructional delivery methods for a National Cancer
Institute Grant for the UA College of
Medicine. Currently, Julie creates
curricula, conducts trainings, and
works with community groups on
suicide prevention efforts for CIC,
the integrated care oversight agency
for eight counties in Arizona.
Mack will be presenting the QPR
institute’s “Question, Persuade,
Refer” training for intervention and

prevention. The QPR Mission is
“To save lives and reduce suicidal
behaviors by providing innovative,
practical and proven suicide prevention training. Quality education
empowers all people, regardless of
their background, to make a positive difference in the life of someone
they know.”
The training objectives include:
• Understand suicide as a national
and local public health problem
• Recognize someone at risk of
suicide
• Identify common myths and facts
surrounding suicidal behavior
• Learn how to Question, Persuade
and Refer someone who may be
suicidal
• Demonstrate increased knowledge of intervention skills
• Describe knowledge of referral
sources and how to refer someone to
help

Come And Join Us!

Red’s Bird Cage
Saloon

Located in the heart of Historic Downtown Yuma
152077

231 Main St. · 928-783-1050
Mon-Fri 9:30am - 2:30am • Open Sat & Sun 6am

C

The QPR workshop will be presented on September 20th, 2018, in q
the Palm Garden Conference Center p
a
from 1330 – 1530.
Family members are welcome and t
t
strongly encouraged to attend.
h
To ensure sufficient training
materials are available please call e
a
the Suicide Prevention Program
Manager at 328-2249 or email at
christopher.a.lee24.civ@mail.mil to d
t
sign up.
a
g
p
t
b

Chaplain’s Corner

A builder or a wrecker?

i
t

By Maj. Ronald Beltz
As I watched them tear a building down
A gang of men in a busy town
		
With a ho-heave-ho, and a lusty yell
			
They swung a beam and the side wall fell
I asked the foreman, “Are these men skilled,
And the men you’d hire if you wanted to build?”
		
He gave a laugh and said, “No, indeed,
			
Just common labor is all I need.”
“I can easily wreck in a day or two,
What builders have taken years to do.”
		
And I thought to myself, as I went my way
			
Which of these roles have I tried to play?
Am I a builder who works with care,
Measuring life by rule and square?
		
Am I shaping my work to a well-made plan
			
Patiently doing the best I can?
Or am I a wrecker who walks to town
Content with the labor of tearing down?
		
O Lord let my life and my labors be
			
That which will build for eternity!
						

s

-Author Unknown

1 Thessalonians 5: 11 reminds us that we should encourage one another
and build each other up daily. I hope you enjoyed your Labor Day!

b
a
p
t
B
Y
a
v
h
t
t
S
a
a
c
g
m
s
Y
r
f

u
h
s
p
n

t

SEPTEMBER 3, 2018 5

THE OUTPOST

COMMANDER
FROM PAGE 1

Yuma Test Center Commander Lt. Col. Timothy Matthews (right) addresses the audience at the YTC all-hands meeting in late August. Stressing safety as a key theme, Matthews
announced that a new suggestion portal was coming soon to the YTC portion of YPG’s intranet site and said employees have already submitted safety suggestions to him in person that
have netted tangible results. (Photo by Mark Schauer)

an order from the Secretary of the
Army prohibits bringing weapons
onto a military installation, including
unladen firearms that are locked inside
a container within a vehicle. The only
exceptions are for law enforcement
personnel, Soldiers travelling to a
range exercise with permission from
the Commander, and post residents
who are moving their registered
firearms from their residence to a
location off post. He also gave tips
on dealing with an active shooting
situation and called on supervisors
to review and update their plans as
necessary.
“Leaders owe their employees a
good plan,” he said.
Matthews concluded the town
hall by presenting awards and
Commander’s coins to employees
who had shown particular excellence
this quarter, as well as several dozen
length of service pins. He also
announced the next all-hands meeting
would take place on December 6.

Our 50’s Style Diner has
the Best
Shakes
in Town!
OPEN

24 HOURS

Indoor/Outdoor
seating

1731 S Sunridge Dr

928-539-9000

10% Off For Our Military Every Day

24 Hrs.

Staff Wears Red On Fridays To Show Support For Our Troops

Newly Remodeled Rooms

Baymont Inn & Suites Guests
Receive A Hot, Cooked To Order
Breakfast At Penny’s Diner

143673

Patchet discussed workload
questions, pointing out that the
proving ground’s workload has shown
an annual increase of 7% in each of
the last two years. Top officials from
the test center’s senior command and
high ranking officials from program
engineering offices are both bullish
about future workload, he said.
“Brig. Gen. Abramson took two
days to visit us earlier this year—
that’s atypical for someone with such
a busy schedule,” Patchet said. “He
got to see all the work and effort we
put in on behalf of his program, and
that’s something he doesn’t get in a
briefing on the East Coast.”
Patchet said that the workforce’s
support of such visits was vital.
“The pride that the workforce takes
in their work is evident in the briefings
they give to these visitors,” he said.
YPG Police Chief Donnie Lucas
began his presentation by announcing
a dramatically increased police patrol
present on the stretches of Highway 95
that pass through YPG’s boundaries.
Beginning in early September, he said,
YPG police officers will intercept
and issue warnings to drivers of
vehicles they observe speeding on the
highway. By the middle of the month,
the department will coordinate with
the Arizona Department of Public
Safety to substantially increase patrols
and cite speeders. He also said talks
are under way to grant YPG police
concurrent jurisdiction, which would
give them the authority to grant
monetary citations to speeders in
sections of the road that pass through
YPG. Contesting these citations would
require the motorist to appear before a
federal magistrate.
“We will be out on Highway 95
until we break the ‘YPG 500,’”
he said. “I don’t want to pick up
somebody I see every day off of the
pavement. We’re all one family and
need to take care of each other.”
Lucas also counseled the assembled
that, with limited and strict exceptions,
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New airborne system tested at YPG

By Argie Sarantinos-Perrin
Jumping out of a plane may be a
routine part of an Airborne Soldier’s
training, but if the equipment doesn’t
function properly, it can be deadly.
“Generally, there are a handful of
towed jumpers per year, which can
be potentially dangerous situations,”
said Samuel Corner, project manager
for the U.S. Army Research, Development and Engineering Command
Soldier Center Aerial Delivery Directorate.

Until recently, there were two ways
to help a towed jumper, which occurs
when the static line attached to the
aircraft anchor cable becomes tangled
with the jumper and/or the equipment and the parachute is not released
-- cut the jumper’s static line so the
Soldier can deploy his or her reserve
parachute or pull the Soldier back into
the aircraft. Both scenarios are dangerous because the Soldier is dragged
alongside or behind the aircraft until
he is either released or pulled into the

aircraft.
In March 2017, in an effort to
eliminate the possibility of a towed
jumper situation, the Aerial Delivery
Directorate’s Airdrop Technology
team submitted a project proposal to
the U.S. Army Foreign Comparative
Testing Program, which is embedded
in RDECOM’s Global Technology
Office, as part of their annual call for
proposals. The proposal was selected, enabling the Airdrop Technology Team to purchase ten Hung Up

Parachutist Release Assemblies, or
HUPRA, from the United Kingdom
company, IrvinGQ (formally Airborne
Systems Europe) for tests and evaluation.
The HUPRA, which includes an
emergency parachute that is released
once the Jumpmaster cuts the aircraft
anchor line cable, is manufactured
by IrvinGQ in the UK. The HUPRA
is used by the UK as well as other
nations on C-130 and other military
aircraft.

Tests of the Hung Up Parachutist Release Assemblies (HUPRA) used mannequins that ‘jumped’ out from the aircraft’s side doors and ramp. The testing was conducted on C-130 aircraft and divided into seven phases. (US Army photo)
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One of the goals of the tests was to ensure the system recovered with an all up weight maximum of 400 pounds. That
includes the weight of the Soldier, the weight of the parachute system, and the weight of the equipment that Soldier needs
for a mission -- ruck sacks, guns, ammunition, food and water.

A complete developmental test was performed on the HUPRA at YPG, including aircraft procedures development, safety
evaluation, rigging procedure development and performance testing. (US Army photos)

By purchasing the system from the
UK, the Army saved approximately
$500,000 in non-recurring engineering costs and additional costs to
develop, integrate and validate a new
recovery system.
“Testing, which includes aircraft
time and manpower to design validation tests, is very expensive,” Corner
said. “We built on efforts of the UK
by using their lessons learned to accelerate our process and decrease our
costs.”
The tests, which were conducted at
Yuma Proving Ground, used mannequins that ‘jumped’ out from the air-

YPG, including aircraft procedures
development, safety evaluation,
rigging procedure development and
performance testing.
One of the goals of the tests was
to ensure the system recovered with
an all up weight (AUW) maximum
of 400 pounds, slightly above the
UK’s fielded version of the HUPRA
systems capabilities. AUW includes
the weight of the Soldier, the weight
of the parachute system, which is
approximately 40 pounds, and the
weight of the equipment that Soldier
needs for a mission -- rucks, guns,
ammunition, food and water.

craft’s side doors and ramp. The testing was conducted on C-130 aircraft
and divided into seven phases; minor
changes were made to the system
after the first phase was completed.
Before a Soldier jumps out of an
aircraft, a jumpmaster conducts a personnel inspection of the Soldier’s attaching, jumping and releasing equipment. Jumpmasters must complete a
rigorous training program before they
manage airborne jump operations.
A complete developmental test
was performed on the Towed Jumper
Recovery System (the Army name
for the slightly modified HUPRA) at

While Standard Operating Procedures were developed based on the
C-130 aircraft that was used during
testing, another set of SOPs will be
developed for C-17 aircraft, which is
a much larger aircraft that the Army
uses.
“The TJRS program has been positively briefed to the Army Airborne
Board,” Corner said. “The next step is
to work with the board and TRADOC
to develop a formal requirement for
a jumper recovery system. After that,
the project will transition to PM Soldier Clothing and Individual Equipment, under PEO Soldier.”
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In Memoriam

Farewell to Senator John McCain
By Mark Schauer
U.S. Senator John McCain, a
fixture in Arizona politics for nearly
four decades, died of an aggressive
form of brain cancer on August 25,
four days shy of his 82nd birthday.
The son and grandson of admirals,
McCain graduated from The United
States Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1958. An aviator, in October
1967 he was shot down over Hanoi
and held as a prisoner of war by the
North Vietnamese for over five years,
enduring torture and refusing an outof-sequence release from captivity
offered to him because of his famous
father.
Upon retiring from the Navy, he
moved to Arizona, where he was
first elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives in 1982 and the
U.S. Senate in 1986. In office he
gained the reputation and nickname
of “maverick,” dubbed such due to
his willingness to put principle over

partisanship. He sought the Republican nomination for President in
2000, and achieved it in 2008, losing
that year’s general election to fellow
Senator Barack Obama. Throughout
his career, he was highly respected by
colleagues of both parties.
McCain visited YPG many times
over the years to visit test sites and
learn about the proving ground’s vital
mission. When YPG’s Armament
Operations Center building was dedicated in February 1997 and named
for Sgt. Bravie Soto, the first Yuma
County resident killed in the Vietnam War, McCain delivered keynote
remarks.
“They left places like the Cocopah
Reservation to go to a place 10,000
miles away to a conflict they didn’t
understand, and they gave the supreme sacrifice,” he said at the ceremony. “We express our sorrow and
our gratitude that America produces
men like Bravie Soto.”

From the beginning of his tenure in the United States Senate in 1987, the late John McCain was deeply supportive of
YPG and the vital work it does for our nation’s Warfighters. Invariably, his favorite part of any visit here was having an
opportunity to talk with the post’s Soldiers. (Photos by Mark Schauer)

Current YPG Technical Director Larry Bracamonte (left) escorts McCain on a tour of YPG’s Joint Experimentation Range
Complex in this 2010 photo. “I’m deeply impressed at the direct contribution being made at YPG to the war effort in Iraq
and Afghanistan,” McCain said at the time. “This has saved untold American lives.”

Through the years, McCain kept
abreast of YPG’s growing importance in testing virtually every piece
of equipment in the ground combat
arsenal.
“I’m deeply impressed at the direct
contribution being made at YPG to
the war effort in Iraq and Afghanistan,” McCain said during a 2010
visit to the proving ground. “It used
to be a long period of time between
testing and use on the battlefield, and
now it’s almost instantaneous. This
has saved untold American lives.”
The Outpost and all members of the
YPG workforce extend their deepest
condolences to the McCain family
and wish the senator fair winds and
following seas.

Like other members of Arizona’s congressional delegation,
McCain relied upon YPG’s biweekly newspaper The
Outpost to help stay abreast of current events at Yuma’s
largest single employer of civilians. Here, he takes a look at
the-then current issue during a few moments of downtime
while taking a range tour.
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classifieds
To place your ad call 928-783-4433

Merchandise
/Pets

Air Conditioning Heating

Victor's 1
Remodeling Shop

• Showers
• Tub Splash
• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodel
• Handicap Bath Specialist
• Complete Home Renovations
We Do It All

Baby & Toddler
INFANT SCALE
Digital, Up to 44 lbs plus ear
thermometer,
$25. Call (928)783-1699

(928) 726-4430

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
ROC#B.103948-R/B-1.232324
Residential & Commercial

Home Items
INSTANT POT, Never used.
$50. (Originally $109).
BABY SCALE, included instant
thermometer $25.
(928)783-1698

Home Services
Directory

Ceramic Tile

ARMANDO'S A/C
Heating & Cooling
Repairs, Installations
and Services

Construction

Garage Doors

Landscaping Services

Handyman

Movers

928-782-1212

M & M GENERAL
CONTRACTING, INC

Residential & Commercial
Remodels, Kitchens, Baths,
Tile Work, Stucco, Concrete
and Framing
Mention ad for a discount
We'll beat our competitors
prices. Free Estimates
Roc#274239

Concrete

MOVERS

2 Men Will Move
You! Up to 300
miles. Retired
Fire Fighter &
Vet Exp'd, Reliable,
Dependable Multi-task
Family Owned & Operated
for 36+ yrs.

Best Prices in Town!
Work Guaranteed
TUNE UP SPECIAL $45
Call 24/7 928-919-4826
Se Habla Español
(not a licensed contractor)

Air Conditioning Heating

928-344-0346
928-246-0628

City Lic. & BBB Certified
(Not a licensed Contractor)

Excavation

Painters

Good
Job.

finD A doctoR.
look in

in Yuma sun or online at:
healthinyuma.com

THIS SPACE FOR RENT!
Call your classified sales rep
to advertise today!
(928) 783-4433

If you are out of work, looking
to make a move up the
corporate ladder or need extra
spending money that a part time
job can supply, the Yuma Sun
Employment section is the place
to look.

IT IS ALWAYS HOT IN
YUMA!
Make sure your air
conditioner is up and
running.
Look in the
Yuma Sun
Service
Directory for
A/C repair!

Good
Move.

If you are in the market to buy a
home or rent an apartment, the
Yuma Sun Real Estate section
is the place to look. Don't
forget to check out RE
Magazine every Saturday.
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Remodel - Repair

Victor’s 1

Remodeling Shop
• Bathroom & Kitchen Remodel
• Complete Home Renovations
• Room Additions • Patios
• Garages • Concrete Work
• Tenant Improvements

We Do It All

(928) 726-4430

Licensed | Bonded | Insured
ROC#B.103948-R/B-1.232324

Residential and Commerical

Desert Best
Painting LLC

Roofers

Specializing in
Commercial & Residential
Interior Exterior
Drywall Stucco Repair
Roof Coating Apoxy Floors
Licensed-Bonded-Insured - ROC# 200112

RODRIGO RAMIREZ (Owner)
desertbestpainting1@yahoo.com

928-446-9519

Plumbing

Pool Service
ROOFING EXPERTS INC.
All types of Roofs
• Elastomeric systems •
• Concrete Decking •
• Repairs & Inspections •
Ask about our discounts

928-627-8366

ROC20110 lic., bonded & ins.

LIKE and SHARE
the Yuma Sun Classifieds
Facebook Page.
www.facebook.com/
ClassifiedsInYuma

ROOFING & INSULATION, INC.

Tile, flat, foam or shingle roofs.

Small repairs to complete new roof
systems. All 100% guaranteed.

linesandlundgreen.com
ROC#069354C42. 070448L42.

928-783-9084
Looking for a new ride? Check
out www.RevUpSouthwest.com

Share your celebration or
announcement!
Call (928) 783-4433 to place
your ad today!
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Snake safety awareness vital for everyone

By Mark Schauer
It was an unremarkable evening in
the post housing area at YPG… for
both mammals and desert reptiles.
After a long duty day, Yuma Test
Center Commander Lt. Col. Timothy
Matthews was heading home late
when he noticed a large snake coiled
a single footstep past the threshold of
his front door.
“It was four to five feet long and
very thick,” he recalled. “He’d been
eating very well this summer.”
It was the first snake he had seen in
over a year in command of YTC, but
he didn’t panic.
“I stayed calm and slowly backed
up. A lot of times they will fear you
first, so I didn’t want to be an aggressor.”
Once he was a safe distance back,
Matthews called the YPG Police Department and also managed to snap a
photo of the snoozing snake with his
cell phone. When the police officer
attempted to snag the snake with a
special removal stick, however, the
snake awoke and began to hiss aggressively. With the help of a second
officer, YPG’s finest safely placed
the snake into a barrel and released it
far from any of the post’s populated
areas.
“It is either a Western Diamondback or a Mojave Rattlesnake,” said
Daniel Steward, YPG wildlife biologist. “The only way to tell for sure is
to look at the scales between the eyes.
I have more commonly seen Western
Diamondback here, but I know that
FSI has captured a few Mojave here
as well.”
Either snake can be dangerous if it
bites, however.
“Mojave venom has a neurotoxin
component so it changes some of the
symptoms, but both species present about the same level of danger,”
Steward explained. “The treatment is
the same for both: Get to the hospital as soon as possible and normally

This Western Diamondback rattlesnake was looking for a cool place to hang out, and chose to take a nap directly in front of the threshold of Yuma Test Center Commander Lt. Col.
Timothy Matthews’ front door. If a snake tries to beat the heat inside your house or office area on YPG this summer, call the police desk at 328-2720 or Facilities Management Services
Incorporated (FSI) at 328-3005. (Photo by Lt. Col. Timothy Matthews)

doctors will administer the antivenin
Crofab. This drug works for all rattlesnake species and doesn’t present the
same dangers of allergic reactions
like some of the drugs from the past.”
Nonetheless, no antivenin is superior to not getting bit in the first place.
To stay safe in snake season, do what
Matthews did:
• Use common sense
• Use a flashlight when walking at
night
• Be aware that snakes do not attack, but will defend themselves if
harrassed
• Remember that no one has ever
been bitten from leaving a snake
alone!
• Do not try to catch them, move
them, or kill them. If you live on
Yuma Proving Ground, call the police
desk at 328-2720. If you work here
and spot a snake in or close to a
building during duty hours, call Facilities Management Services Incorporated (FSI) at 328-3005.
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