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By Chuck Wullenjohn
The cool desert air of autumn is 

arriving in fits and starts, as it does 
each year.  Some days are warmer 
and others are cooler, but no one 
can deny that the weather is steadily 
growing nicer.   Soon we will be 
wearing jackets and sweaters again!  

The good news is that the 
temperature is cooling earlier 
than in  most recent years.  I can 

remember too many times that the 
heat remained into November, which 
is far too late, to my way of thinking.  
I’m pretty much fed up with hot 
weather by then.

The winter weather attracts a 
tremendous amount of tourism to 
Yuma, with the population soaring 
during the winter months.  The 
Yuma community takes advantage 
of this by sponsoring a wide variety 

of events throughout the winter, 
with a number taking place at YPG 
or requiring the proving ground’s 
involvement.  One, in particular is 
solely sponsored by YPG to celebrate 
the base’s 75th anniversary.

U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground’s 
75th birthday will be celebrated 
with a gala open house on Saturday, 
Feb. 3, 2018.  The entire Yuma 
community is invited and, though it 

is impossible to predict how many 
people will show up, the number is 
bound to be substantial.  Circle the 
date on your calendar now.

Activities will be many.  These 
include displays of military 
equipment tested at the proving 
ground, historic exhibits, 
parachuting, a play area for young 

By Mark Schauer
Lt. Col. Timothy Matthews started 

early in his acquisition military 
career to take part in equipment 
evaluations at Yuma Proving Ground.

“While stationed at Fort Bragg, 
I came twice: once in the summer, 
once in the winter,” he recalled. 
“The first time, we were testing the 
Specialized Reconnaissance Assault 
Transport System.”

He recalls the testers driving 
the vehicles to Yuma Test Center 
from Nevada and how Lt. Col. 
Gail Washington was commander 
of YTC at the time. He recalls the 
professionalism of the YTC support 
staff and how he wanted to return 
someday.

This summer, he did — as 

commander.
Sometimes YPG personnel wonder 

if the folks at ‘Big Army’ really have 
an appreciation of what they do. 
Matthews tells the workforce they 
have nothing to fret about.

“People at the most senior levels of 
the Pentagon are fully aware of what 
YPG provides for the nation,” he 
said.  ”The reputation we’ve built is 
that we are flexible, dependable and 
reliable, and do what we are paid to 
do. Under my leadership, I’ll strive 
to maintain that reputation, including 
with our private industry and foreign 
customers.”

Matthews represents a unique 
blend of talent that makes him 

YTC commander has eye on test center’s future

Informative, fun events on the horizon

SEE EVENTS page 2

SEE COMMANDER page 3

Lt. Col. Timothy 
Matthews possesses 
a unique blend of 
talent that makes him 
particularly suited 
for commanding 
Yuma Test Center, 
with backgrounds in 
accounting, parachute 
rigging and cyber. 
Additionally, he is the 
first commander in 
some years to be on 
jump status. “I want 
to be completely 
forthcoming with all 
of the folks under 
my command, make 
sure I provide every 
useful tool, and 
provide them with 
all of the resources 
and guidance they 
need. We’re definitely 
looking forward to the 
future beyond the next 
three years.” (Photo by 
Mark Schauer)
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EVENTS
FROM PAGE 1

people, musical entertainment, food 
and drinks, and much more.  Best 
of all, it will cost the public nothing 
to attend.  Keep your eye on the 
Outpost in future months for more 
event details.

As part of the proving ground’s 
annual community relations 
program, YPG is either sponsoring 
or participating in a number of 
community events.  The proving 
ground will have a Humvee towing 
an M109 howitzer in Yuma’s annual 
Veterans Day parade on Nov. 10th 
and will take part in the Silver 
Spur Rodeo parade next February.  
The Yuma County Chamber of 
Commerce is sponsoring a Military 
Appreciation Day festival in 
downtown Yuma on March 10th at 
which the proving ground will have 
an exhibit.  Likewise for the annual 
MCAS Yuma Air Show one week 
later.

   In cooperation with the Yuma 
Visitors Bureau, YPG is offering 
seven public tours this winter.  All 
registration takes place through 
the visitors bureau – consult their 
website (www.VisitYuma.com) or 
give them a call at (928) 783-0071 
or (800) 293-0071.  Tickets are 
available on the website beginning 

Nov. 6, but be aware that they have 
been snapped up quickly in past 
years.  

Three different tours are being 
offered, one brand new.  The 
perennially popular “Behind the 
Big Guns” tour will take place 
three times and offer attendees a 
behind-the-scenes look at two test 
facilities.  The “Camp Laguna” tour 
will highlight YPG’s World War II 
history and give people the unique 
opportunity to visit historic areas that 
have been off-limits to the public 
for decades.  The “At Ease” tour is 
a more relaxed journey that will still 
offer visitors the chance to visit a 
unique test support facility.

YPG began offering a slate of 
presentations at Yuma County 
libraries several years ago that have 
proved popular among the public, 
typically attracting crowds ranging 
between 40 and 100.  The talks take 
place at libraries in the Foothills 
(10 a.m.) and at the main branch in 
downtown Yuma (3 p.m.).  Following 
is the schedule for this year:

• 30 Nov:  Bill Heidner presenting 
“Global Positioning System (GPS) 
wouldn’t exist without YPG testing.”   

When the Global Positioning 
System (GPS) was merely an idea 
that needed testing, YPG stepped 
forward.  GPS testing took place at 
YPG for many years – the system 
wouldn’t exist today if not for what 

took place in Yuma.
• 7 Dec:  Chuck Wullenjohn 

presenting “Attack on Pearl 
Harbor, and tragedy on Bataan and 
Corregidor.”

December 7th is a day that lives 
in infamy, but for more than just the 
raid on Pearl Harbor.  The Japanese 
struck a number of locations in 
the Pacific that day, leading to the 
largest surrender of American forces 
in the history of our nation in the 
Philippines.  

• 14 Dec:  Mark Schauer presenting 
“Artillery testing -- the bread and 
butter of YPG’s workload.”

YPG has been America’s primary 
artillery and mortar tester since the 
early 1950’s, a mission that continues 
today, with tens of thousands of 
rounds fired each year.  

• 25 Jan:  Bill Heidner presenting 
“Army Cpt. William Emory - The 
most famous explorer you never 
knew.”

Most know about the explorations 
of Army officers Lewis and Clark, 
and many are aware of Brig. Gen. 
Zebulon Pike, for whom Pike’s Peak 
was named.  But how many know of 
Capt. William Emory, who became 
an authority on the terrain of the 
western United States?  

• 1 Feb:  Chuck Wullenjohn 
presenting “1850 to today - The 
Army’s impact on Yuma, our state 

and the world.”
The Army has been part of Yuma 

since 1850 and played a major role 
in the development of Southwest 
Arizona.  Today, U.S. Army Yuma 
Proving Ground tests weapon 
systems used by American military 
forces and our allies around the 
world.

• 8 Mar:  Mark Schauer presenting 
“YPG - testing military equipment 
to ensure safety, reliability and 
effectiveness.”

Yuma Proving Ground conducts 
a huge variety of military tests 
throughout the year, consisting of 
nearly every weapon system and 
munition in the ground combat 
arsenal. The workload directly 
impacts the defense of freedom 
around the world.

Everyone in the Yuma community 
is invited and each talk is free.  No 
sign-ups are necessary – just come!

Lastly, the final performance of the 
62nd Army Band in Yuma took place 
this past September, meaning the 
band will not travel here to perform 
a holiday concert this year.  Due to 
budget reductions, the band is being 
inactivated and the musicians are 
being assigned to other Army bands. 
Those who attended past concerts 
undoubtedly have fond memories 
of tuneful live musical excellence.  
Those memories will always remain.

Yuma Proving Ground engages in a wide variety of Yuma community events each year, including an annual series of 
presentations by YPG speakers that take place at the Yuma County Main and Foothills libraries. Here, a large audience 
listens to YPG public affairs officer Chuck Wullenjohn deliver a presentation at Yuma County’s main library in a previous 
year. (Photo by Mark Schauer)
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TLC ManageMenT

Themis & Paul Cavanagh
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670 E 32nd St, Ste 9
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“Find the Rental Home YOU Deserve”
As A veterAn,PAul understAnds the 

needs of relocAting militAry fAmilies And 
is dedicAted to Assisting All fAmilies in 
locAting their next rentAl home. he is 

Also A retired PeAce officer who is very 
sensitive to the PArticulAr needs of PlAcing 

lAw enforcement And their fAmilies.

130621

·resPonsive  ·concerned ·reliAble  ·here for you!

COMMANDER
FROM PAGE 1

particularly suited for commanding 
YTC, with backgrounds in 
accounting, parachute rigging and 
cyber. Additionally, he is the first 
commander in some years to be 
on jump status—the parachutes 
tomorrow’s Soldiers use may 
have been literally tested by the 
commander of the test center’s 
Airborne Test Force (ATF). 

Having earned an accounting 
degree at Tuskegee University in 
1993, Matthews enlisted in the Army 
and worked in finance. After four 
years in uniform, he successfully put 
in for Officer Candidate School.

“When I realized what Soldiering 
and leadership was all about, I 
decided that I wanted to be that 
person someday. The slogan I joined 
under was ‘Be All You Can Be.’ I 
wanted to be even more.”

He was commissioned in 1999 
and assigned as a parachute rigger 
platoon leader, and attended airborne 
school. He was stationed in Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina.  Shortly after, 
the events of September 11, 2001 
changed everything. He deployed to 
Afghanistan in 2002. 

He was promoted to captain 
and assigned to Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky, where he spent four years 
in the Special Forces community. 
He commanded two companies 
and deployed to Iraq in 2005. All 
told he deployed three times to 
Iraq, then got into the acquisition 
corps as a test officer and returned 
to Fort Bragg. His time overseas 
resulted in a variety of medals and 
commendations, including the 
Bronze Star and the Meritorious 
Service Medal.

In 2009, he was an honor graduate 
of Webster University in St. Louis 
with a Master of Arts in Procurement 
and Acquisition Management. 
His later worked at the Defense 
Information System Agency at 
Fort Meade, Maryland, where he 
functioned as Deputy Program 
Manager and Chief of the Director’s 
Initiative Group.

Matthews sees cyber testing as 
a growing and important mission 
for the test center, and wants to 
acquire new personnel and test 
instrumentation. Concurrently, 
he wants to make sound long-
term investments in telemetry, 
instrumentation, and calibration 
equipment while divesting antiquated 
and obsolete equipment. 

“We want to provide the best 
instrumentation to get the best data 
about whatever we are testing.”

Matthews says he finds his 
command rewarding and is 
particularly impressed by the 
Soldiers and civilians that comprise 
the test center workforce.

“These folks have bent over 
backward for the nation,” he said.  
“They not only do their jobs because 
they love their work, but for the 
higher purpose of giving the best 
testing capability for the systems 
Soldiers need.”

Matthews says his command has 
just begun, but that the decisions 
YTC makes today will impact the 
effectiveness of the test center well 
beyond his period of command. “I 
want to be completely forthcoming 
with all of the folks under my 
command, make sure I provide every 
useful tool, and provide them with 
all of the resources and guidance 
they need. We’re definitely looking 
forward to the future beyond the next 
three years.”

Submitted by Carolyn Lauzon
U.S. Army Yuma Proving 

Ground participates in National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month, an annual awareness 
campaign that takes place each 
October. The purpose of the 
month is to educate members 
of the workforce on disability 
employment issues and celebrate 
the many and varied contributions 
of America’s workers with 
disabilities. This year’s theme is 
“Inclusion Drives Innovation.”

The history of National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month traces back to 1945, when 
congress enacted a law declaring 
the first week in October to be 
called “National Employ the 
Physically Handicapped Week.” 
In 1962, the word “physically” 
was removed to acknowledge 
the employment needs and 
contributions of individuals with 
all types of disabilities. In 1988, 
congress expanded the week to a 
month and changed the name to 
National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month. 

“Americans of all abilities 
must have access to good, safe 
jobs,” said U.S. Secretary of 

Labor Alexander Acosta.  “Smart 
employers know that including 
different perspectives in problem-
solving situations leads to better 
solutions. Hiring employees with 
diverse abilities strengthens their 
business, increases competition 
and drives innovation.” 

Reflecting this year’s theme of 
inclusion, there will be weekly 
e-mails and a booth in front 
of the ROC café October 17th 
through 19th with resources 
on disability employment 
issues.  The emphasis will be on 
disability etiquette, reasonable 
accommodation and assistive 
technologies.  If you would 
like to share what it is like to 
have a disability (even if it was 
temporary), please send an e-mail 
message to Carolyn Lauzon 
(carolyn.j.lauzon.civ@mail.mil) 
by October 19th and she will 
share the responses to all YPG the 
last week of October.

Participate in National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month and be aware of ways 
you can promote its messages — 
during October and throughout 
the year — by visiting www.dol.
gov/odep/.

Disability awareness 
month comes to YPG

Next Outpost deadline is noon 
October 19th

Sexual Assault Hotline: 920-3104
Report Domestic Violence: 287-3361



4   OCTOBER 16, 2017 THE OUTPOST

Y4

Red’s Bird Cage
Saloon

Located in the heart of Historic Downtown Yuma
231 Main St. · 928-783-1050

Mon-Fri 9:30am - 2:30am • Open Sat & Sun 6am

Come And Join Us!
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By Sergio Obregón
Let’s have a drink… and talk about 

our water.  This is the first in a series 
of articles to provide information 
on the quality of water supplied to 
consumers at Yuma Proving Ground 
(YPG).  Drinking water is produced 
and distributed at YPG through three 
separate water systems.  Water is 
treated for each water system by 
a water treatment plant through a 
process known as electrodialysis 
reversal (EDR).  EDR uses polarity 
reversal to automatically clean 
membrane surfaces through an ion 
exchange process.  EDR reduces 
radium, arsenic, perchlorate, fluoride, 
nitrate, hardness, uranium and 
selenium in drinking water.  

Our water systems are regulated 
under the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(SDWA), by the State of Arizona, 
and by Army Policy based on 
system type and the populations 
served.  The Arizona Department of 
Environmental Quality (ADEQ) is 
the primary enforcement organization 
for drinking water regulations under 
Arizona Administrative Code Title 
18, Environmental Quality, Chapter 
4, Department of Environmental 
Quality, Safe Drinking Water (AAC 
R18 4); in addition, all federal 
regulations (40 CFR Part 141 & 
142) are reviewed to ensure full 
compliance.

The Public Works, Environmental 
office monitors the drinking water for 

multiple contaminates in accordance 
with regulatory requirements for 
each individual water systems.  
Monitoring is conducted on 
monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, 
annually, and triennially based on 
a nine-year cycle.  The sampling 
and testing of our drinking water 
systems is performed by North Wind 
and analysis is conducted by state 
certified labs in Phoenix and Yuma.  
Analytical results are also submitted 
to ADEQ.

If the sample results indicate the 
system has exceeded a maximum 
contaminant level (MCL), for any 
contaminate, the treatment operators 
are notified so treatment corrections 
can be made.  Re-sampling and 
increased sampling frequencies 
are also performed until the water 
quality standard is once again met.  
If one of the water systems at YPG 
experiences a single exceedance 
of an MCL, it does not necessarily 
indicate the water system is out of 
compliance or in violation of that 
contaminant.  

Monitoring results show that the 
water delivered to the consumers 
from our water systems not only 
meets the National Drinking Water 
Standards, but are well below the 
allowable limits established under 
the SDWA, ADEQ, and Army Policy.  
This includes all supplied water for 
human consumption purposes such as 
drinking, bathing, personal hygiene, 

cooking, and dishwashing.
It is our goal to keep you informed 

and to respond to any questions you 
may have regarding the potable water 
supplied by YPG.  We hoped you 
found this information helpful about 
your drinking water.  Stay tuned 
for future articles that will provide 
additional information about our 
water resources, and further expand 
upon the information provided in this 
article.  For additional information 
or other general questions, please 
contact Sergio Obregón, Drinking 

Water Program Manager, at 928-328-
2015 or by email at sergio.obregon.
civ@mail.mil.  If beneficial, we may 
address some of the questions or 
concerns in future articles. We are 
also offering group tours of our water 
treatment plants.  If interested, please 
contact me to schedule a tour.  

For a comprehensive overview on 
information related to safe drinking 
water, to include information on 
applicable federal rules, please visit 
the EPA webpage at:  https://www.
epa.gov/sdwa

Safe drinking water at YPG

YPG Commander Col. Ross Poppenberger (center) and Deputy Garrison Manager Angelia Pinto (right) tour the water 
treatment plant on Howard Cantonment Area in late September. Over 2,000 personnel and several hundred residents 
depend on YPG’s extensive water supply system for clean drinking water, fire suppression, and evaporative cooling in 
summer. (Loaned photo)
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BRAND NEW HOMES
FROM THE

$120’s

visit ERAyuma.com
to see fl oorplans and options.

YUMA OFFICE:
2755 S. 4th Avenue, Suite 100

928.344.2550

FOOTHILLS OFFICE:
11274 S. Fortuna Road, Suite D9

928.342.3100
Each offi ce is independently owned and operated. 130620

YPG remembers World War II heroes

YPG Commander Col. 
Ross Poppenberger 
(top photo) served as 
guest speaker at the 
annual Bushmaster 
(158th Regimental 
Combat Team) 
memorial ceremony 
at Yuma’s Desert 
Lawn Cemetery 
on the last day of 
September. The 
National Guard 
unit, which included 
Soldiers from Yuma, 
earned international 
acclaim in waging 
tenacious jungle 
warfare in the Pacific 
Theater during World 
War II. Poppenberger 
praised the spirit 
of the regiment’s 
Soldiers during his 
remarks, and the 
proving ground’s 
color guard (lower 
photo) stood at rapt 
attention as family-
members and friends 
stood behind legacy 
crosses bearing their 
loved one’s name 
as they answered 
a moving roll call. 
(Photos by Mark 
Schauer)
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By Mark Schauer
Though the United States Army’s 

presence in Yuma dates back to 
1850, some in the local community 
are surprised to learn that Army 
Soldiers are stationed in Yuma.

For more than 1,500 people who 
attended Yuma’s Getting Arizona 
Involved in Neighborhoods event 
in early October, however, the 
community’s Army presence was 
clear as can be. 

Eight Soldiers from YPG’s 
Airborne Test Force and Health 
Clinic were accompanied by YPG 
Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher 
Prosser and members of YPG’s 
Police Department, who spent over 
three hours interacting with a steady 
stream of eventgoers.

“YPG is embedded in this 
community as a military partner,” 
said Prosser. “A lot of times people 
don’t understand what we do out 
here, so it is always good to talk 
about or mission and what we do for 
the American Warfighter.”

YPG’s exhibit consisted of a 
M119A2 105 mm howitzer, a High 

Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicle, an ambulance from YPG’s 
Health Clinic, three YPG Police 
vehicles, and table displays of 
parachute packs, helmets, and other 
gear used by Soldiers, as well as 
medical equipment used by the 
Health Clinic and tools of the police 
officer’s trade. The Soldiers and first 
responders themselves, however, 
were the star attraction, especially 
with the youngsters.

“I think that everyone who works 
out at Yuma Proving Ground 
contributes to the freedom we all 
enjoy,” said Prosser. “We have a 
large amount of great Americans out 
there that serve in a civilian capacity. 
At the end of the day, it really it is 
the support of the community that 
makes it all worthwhile.”

YPG personnel participate in a 
variety of major community events 
throughout the year, from the Yuma 
Air Show to the Yuma Military 
Appreciation Day and others. YPG 
Soldiers will march in the upcoming 
Veterans Day Parade on November 
11th.

YPG display impresses 
at annual Yuma law enforcement event

Spc. Anthony Martin and Spc. Cristina Arguizoni of the YPG Health Clinic stay busy showing spectators samples of desert 
insects found in and around Yuma Proving Ground. The Health Clinic’s preventative medicine team regularly monitors the 
post’s mosquito population for infectious diseases.

ABOVE:  YPG public affairs officer 
Chuck Wullenjohn helps young 
eventgoers try on helmets from 
multiple eras of Army history. 
RIGHT: Eventgoers of all ages 
loved getting up close and 
personnel with the gear YPG’s 
Airborne Test Force uses every 
day. Here, Sgt. 1st Class Aaron 
Engelman helps a patron try on a 
parachute.
BELOW: Staff Sgt. Nathan 
Newey of YPG’s Airborne Test 
Force shows off a HMMWV to 
eventgoers. With a mock .50 
caliber machine gun in the turret, 
the vehicle was a hit with kids 
of all ages. (Photos by Mark 
Schauer)
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Sgt. Steven Houll of the YPG Police Department introduces special guest McGruff the Crime Dog to delighted youngsters. 

Lt. William Clark (left) represents the YPG Police Department at the event. “I like YPG because it is like a big family,” he 
said. “It grows on you.” 
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Araby Crossing
6630 E. 35th St.
Araby & 32nd Street
928-580-4310
Starting at $194,950

Sunset Terrace
6021 E. Morning Lane 
Araby Rd. & 26th St.
928-317-9701
Starting at $231,950

Las Barrancas
12310 Grand View Drive
S. Frontage Rd. & 15E
928-503-2781
Starting at $280,950

Get moving!
Brand New 3-5 bedroom Solar homes with a wealth of energy-saving,
water-saving, and money-saving features
*Monthly Mortgage Payment as low as $1383.62
Monthly Electric as low as $100.42 (based on yearly average) 
Seller will pay up to 3% of closing costs with preferred Lender

Call 928-580-4310 or take a drive to 32nd Street and Araby Road.

E l l i o t t H o m e s . c o m

facebook.com/elliotthomesyuma

ROC #246945
ROC #244491

M-F 10am-5pm
Weekends 11am-5pm

Come visit us Today!
Model Homes Open

Features, amenities, and pricing subject to change
without notice. Photos may not represent actual home
for sale. These subdivisions are marketed exclusively by
Alta Vista. L.L.C.

Special Price @ $265,051 • 6548 E 35th Place • 4bdrm, 2ba, 2,265 sq. ft. • MLS# 123010 

*Disclosure: Monthly mortgage payment based on $265,051 loan amount on a 30 year fi xed VA loan. 4.25% interest rate, 4.489% APR as 
of April 17, 2017. Based on principal and interest only does not include taxes and insurance. Home Prices and Rates are subject to change. 
Conventional, FHA and Arizona Home Plus (down payment assistant) options also available. Stephenie Converse, NMLS Number 304542, 
Academy Mortgage, 1375 W 16th Street Suite B, Yuma AZ 85364 928-247-9089. BK 0904081 LO-0915756 Corp NMLS 3113.
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Splat!
YPG Commander speaks 

at Hometown Heroes event
Sparky says hello 

at Child Development Center

The Yuma Chamber of Commerce and the Caballeros de Yuma sponsored a two-day “Celebrating Hometown 
Heroes” event at the Yuma Civic Center in early October, taking the opportunity to welcome the new commanders 
of both Yuma Proving Ground and Marine Corps Air Station Yuma. Here, YPG Commander Col. Ross Poppenberger 
addresses event goers at the opening ceremony. YPG hosted a booth for both days of the event, displaying a 
variety of crowd-pleasing Army gear. (Photo by Mark Schauer)

When youngsters at YPG’s Child Development Center (CDC) participated in a fire drill as part of Fire Prevention 
Week in mid-October, they were greeted at their outdoor rally point by an unexpected guest: Sparky the Fire Dog. 
After being accounted for by the CDC personnel, the tykes overwhelmed Sparky with hugs and high fives. For 
their part, the YPG Fire Department personnel were impressed by the CDC personnel’s rapid and calm evacuation 
of the preschoolers. “The staff was on point,” said Dan Goodwin, assistant fire chief. (Photo by Mark Schauer)
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Academy Mortgage, 1375 W 16th Street Suite B, Yuma AZ 85364 928-247-9089. BK 0904081 LO-0915756 Corp NMLS 3113.
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Submitted by Christopher Lee
Did you know that the children 

of parents who talk to their teens 
regularly about drugs are 42% less 
likely to use drugs than those who 
don’t; yet, only a quarter of teens 
report having these conversations?

Red Ribbon Week (October 
23-31), the oldest and largest drug 
prevention campaign in the nation, is 
your opportunity to get the ongoing 
conversation started. 

This year’s theme is YOUR 
FUTURE IS KEY, SO STAY DRUG 
FREE. Visit www.redribbon.org to 
learn more about Red Ribbon Week 
and get tips for talking to your kids 
about drugs. The life you save may 
be that of your own child or a dear 
friend. 

Contact Yuma Proving Ground’s 
Army Substance Abuse Program 
at 928-328-2249/3090 for more 
information.

Spread the word about 
Red Ribbon Week

By David J. Horn
So here I sit, trying to get 

something done on my computer, 
and because somebody left the 
door open to the building, there’s 
this pesky fly buzzing around my 
monitor.  I’m trying to 
ignore the stupid thing, 
but now…it keeps 
buzzing around 
my ear.  Oh great.  
I just brushed it 
away for the third 
time, and now it’s 
sitting on the rim of 
my coffee cup.  The fresh 
cup that I just poured.  Wow…
look at the size of those wings and 
those big red spots on its head.  
I’m trying to brush it off, taking 
care not to spill anything.  But 
hey…now it’s dive-bombing me!  
Its acting like it has a vendetta or 
something.  As it’s angrily circling 
overhead at the moment, all I can 
think of is that now I’ll also have 
to clean my cup off, to try get rid 
of the bazillion germs left behind 
by six legs.  Yuck.

OK, enough is enough.  I didn’t 
start it, but now THIS IS WAR.  
Where’s my fly swatter?   Darn, 
it’s not in here.  Someone up the 
hall must have borrowed it.  It’s 
not here.  It’s not here.  What the 
heck?  OK, no time at the moment 
to argue how it got here in Joe’s 
cube, because I need to head back 
to my desk before that fly…flies 
off.  Alright…back in my chair 
here…so where’s that fly at?

I can’t see it yet, but I can 
hear it buzzing around behind 
me somewhere.  Well, I’ll just 
lay the swatter on my lap to be 
ready, but in the meantime, maybe 
I can go back to work on the 
computer.  Whoa…there it goes!  
Flying across the front of my 

monitor again!  Oh no!  Darn…
it’s back on the rim of my coffee 
cup AGAIN…taunting me.  I’d 
really like to take a whack at that 
thing, but not if it’s going to mean 
spilling coffee all over everything.  

Easy now…I just need to 
coax it off the cup, and 

wait until it lands 
on something solid 
where I can get a 
good swat at it.    

Hey….it landed 
on the keyboard.  

Splat!!  Darn…missed 
it.  Wow…I can tell by 

the buzzing, it’s still nearby and 
not happy.  I just can’t lay my 
eyes on it.  You know, instead to 
trying to hunt it down, maybe I 
need to try a different strategy of 
just waiting and let it come to me.  
Maybe if I back up my chair a 
little bit, be ready with the swatter 
and just focus on the desk here, I’ll 
spot it again.

OK…it’s circling over the 
keyboard again.  Steady….
steady….I don’t want to scare 
it off while it’s looking for that 
next landing spot.  Whoa, there 
it is…big wings, red spots on the 
head and all!  Strutting around 
on the handset of my desk phone.  
That’s good enough for me….
BAAAMMM!!  Cool.

Alright, now I need some 
Kleenex or wipes or something to 
clean the carcass off the phone.  
There you go, take that!  Into the 
waste basket!  So actually, because 
I’ve genuinely earned it, I’m going 
to sit here for a moment or two 
to just savor the sweet taste of 
victory.  Speaking of taste, I think 
I’ll have a nice sip of that fresh 
coffee I just poured. 

There, ahhaaaaa.  Alright, time 
to go back to work.

Splat!
Shoot’in the Breeze
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classifieds
To place your ad call 928-783-4433

Real Estate

Agricultural & Land

Publishers Note:
All real estate advertised in the
newspaper  is  subject  to  the
Federal  Fair  Housing  Act  of
1988  which  makes  it  illegal  to
advert ise  "any  preference,
l imitation,  or  discrimination
based on race, color, or religion
or national origin, familial status,
handicap  or  intention  to  make
any such preference, limitation
or discrimination."
T h e  n e w s p a p e r  w i l l  n o t
k n o w i n g l y  a c c e p t  a n y
advertisement  for  real  estate
which is in violation of the law.
Our readers are hereby informed
that  all  dwellings advertised in
this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Stay informed.
Read Public Notices.

It's your right to know about
Local Government, Budgets,

Foreclosures, Zoning
changes, Requests for Bids.

Merchandise
/Pets

Antiques - 
Collectibles

Place a Classified Ad
at YOUR convenience!

ClassifiedsInYuma.com is
open 24-7 so you don't have
to worry about reaching us

during office hours.

Simply go online to place
your advertisement.

Home Services 
Directory

Need to say
Thank You?

or Happy Birthday?

Ask us about our specials!
 (928) 783-4433

Air Conditioning - 
Heating

EXPERIENCE • RELIABILITY • HONESTYEXPERIENCE • RELIABILITY • HONESTY

Yuma, Az
(928) 318 - 5749
amref2017@gmail.com

Financing Now
Available!!!

Appliance Repair

Cleaning Services

Dust-B-Gone
The Cleaning Experts

928-581-2013
Great reputation for quality

cleaning & customer service.
Home/ Janitorial/ Windows/

Pressure Wash/ Strip & Wax/
Tile & Grout/ Carpet/

Upholstery
We Do It All!

(Licensed & Insured)

Concrete

Construction

Doors & Windows

928-726-3433
2585 E 16th St. • Yuma

kashawaski@hotmail.com

Custom Doors, Windows & Supplies

100’s of choices 
for any Budget

Kasha
Waski

Se Habla Español

Painters

Pool Service

Pool Service & Repairs
Drain & Refills

Low Prices!
928-941-2831
AZ ROC #251521

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
*Service Contract Required

Roofers

Tile, flat, foam or shingle roofs.
Small repairs to complete new roof

systems. All 100% guaranteed.
linesandlundgreen.com

ROC#069354C42. 070448L42.

928-783-9084

ROOFING & INSULATION, INC.

Roofers

Document Preparation

Good
Job.

If you are out of work, looking
to make a move up the

corporate ladder or need extra
spending money that a part time
job can supply, the Yuma Sun

Employment section is the place
to look.

Looking for a new ride?  Check
out www.RevUpSouthwest.com
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YPG personnel celebrate 
Hispanic Heritage Month

YPG gets ready to rumble

Americans observe National Hispanic Heritage Month from September 15 to October 15 by celebrating the 
histories, cultures and contributions of American citizens whose ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the 
Caribbean, and Central and South America. This year, YPG personnel celebrated with a variety of events and 
displays, including a Zumba event at the YPG Fitness Center led by Dina Mabry, YPG Sexual Assault Response 
Coordinator, and an hour-long documentary about Hispanic immigration to the United States at the turn of the 
20th century. Here, personnel in attendance pose for a photo after the documentary. (Photo by Mark Schauer)

September was National Preparedness Month, and YPG recognized it in part by stressing earthquake safety to 
students at YPG’s Price Elementary School. “This is the most seismically active area in all of Arizona,” said Robert 
Barocio, emergency manager. “Many of the kids come here from areas where earthquakes don’t happen, so 
we wanted to raise awareness.” After a lesson in earthquake safety and an earthquake drill in the classroom, 
students took a ride in an earthquake simulator that realistically depicts the feel and sounds of the real event. The 
simulator was also open to members of the YPG workforce. (Photo by Mark Schauer)
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