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Army war hero honored by grandson

(PHOTO BY MARK SCHAUER)

Keith A. Ware, contracting officer representative for Yuma Test Center’s
Contracting Branch, is the third generation of his family to serve in the
military and the grandson of Keith Lincoln Ware, a Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient who was one of the most distinguished American officers of
World War II. “I find the fact that he was a drafted enlisted who rose all

the way up to two-star general an amazing feat,” said Ware.

By Mark Schauer

America was built by the service of
generations of ordinary people who
did extraordinary things.

Keith A. Ware, contracting officer
representative for Yuma Test Center’s
Contracting Branch, has lived this
more than most. Representing the
third consecutive generation of his
family to serve in uniform, Ware
is the grandson of Maj. Gen. Keith
Lincoln Ware, one of the most
distinguished Army officers of the
last century.

Born at the proving ground while
his father served here as an air
traffic controller, Ware grew up in
Yuma, graduated from Kofa High
School and worked on the range
for a summer as a teenager prior to
joining the Air Force in the early
1990s.

“I loved it,” Ware said. “I planned
on making it a career.”

Though he took to the military, at
first Ware knew only the sketchiest
details of his famous forebear’s
service.

“I didn’t know much about my
grandfather until after I joined the
military. [ knew he was a general and
that he was important, but not much
else.”

He quickly found there was a lot to
learn: his grandfather was arguably
the most accomplished Soldier of
his kind to ever put on a uniform.
Drafted six months before Pearl
Harbor from a job working for the
city of Glendale, Ca., by early 1942
Keith L. Ware was a student in the
newly-created Officer’s Candidates
School (OCS), where he quickly
distinguished himself. Decades later,
he was a major general, reputedly
the first OCS graduate to become a
general officer. But there was plenty
of distinguished service in between.

“I find the fact that he was a drafted
enlisted who rose all the way up to
two-star general an amazing feat,”
said Ware. “He was a lieutenant
colonel by the time he was 29 years
old.”

Ware saw over 600 days of
combat during World War II. As
Allied forces advanced across
France toward Germany in the
bitter cold of December 1944, the
German Army made a last desperate
offensive. Known as the Battle of the
Bulge, it was the bloodiest fighting
experienced by American forces
in the entire war. Ware had seen
an enormous amount of dangerous
combat that nearly killed him, but
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over several grueling hours
the day after Christmas,

he led 11 men and a tank

on a daring and ultimately
successful assault against

an entrenched German
position. The heroics earned
him a Purple Heart and the
Congressional Medal of
Honor, which was presented
to him in a ceremony in
Nuremberg weeks before
Germany surrendered, as
well as a great deal of media
attention when he returned to
the States.

As most American troops
demobilized after the war,
Ware stayed in the Army,
quietly building an even more
distinguished career through
the 1950s and 1960s.

“He worked long hours,”
said his grandson. “To have
that combat experience and
attain the rank he did shows
he lived his work.”

By 1967, Maj. Gen.

Ware was the Army’s

Chief of Information. It

was an important job in the
Pentagon, but far away from
the increasingly unstable
situation in Vietnam, where
nearly 500,000 American
troops were serving. Ware
requested a command in
country, and got it. “He
volunteered to go to Vietnam.
That’s in essence who he
was.”

Unsurprisingly, Ware’s
service in Vietnam was
distinguished. When
American forces were
stunned by the Tet Offensive
in early 1968, it was
the newly-arrived Ware
who quickly organized
a successful defense of
Saigon. For this success he
was given command of the
Army’s 1st Infantry Division.

known as the Big Red One.
By September of that year,
the division was engaged in
fierce fighting close to the
Cambodian border. Never one
to lead from the rear, Ware
and several subordinates
flew in a Huey helicopter

to reconnoiter the scene of
the running battle, and were
apparently shot down by a
rocket-propelled grenade.
Ware’s grim final superlative
was as the first Army general
killed in action in Vietnam.
He was 52 years old.

Though he has been gone
45 years, Maj. Gen. Ware’s
legacy lives on. Numerous
buildings, a school and a
parade ground at Army
posts across the nation have
been named in his honor, as
have the Army’s prestigious
award for journalism
and other public affairs
activities. In his time at Yuma
Proving Ground, Ware has
encountered people with
distinct memories of his
famous grandfather.

“The military is a small
world,” he said. “At YPG
I’ve run into two people who
either knew my grandfather
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Keith Lincoln
Ware Il is
sworn into the
Army by Lt.
Gen. Frederick
C.Weyand in
January 1969.
The second
generation

of the Ware
family to serve
in the Army, he
later served as
an air traffic
controller at
Yuma Proving

Ground.
(LOANED PHOTO)

or served with him.”

One told Ware that his
grandfather had been his
childhood hero.

“That just struck me,”
he stated. “Of course I see
my grandfather as a hero,
but I also see him as my
grandfather. When this man
put it that way, it gave me a
new perspective on him.”

Ware and his family seem
at peace with the fact that a

part of their grandfather’s
memory belongs to the
nation. Aside from some
photos and the well-preserved
ribbon his Medal of Honor
was attached to, he has
little in the way of official
mementos of his grandfather.
“His Medal of Honor,
uniforms, and memorabilia
are on loan to the Army. I
don’t think the family will
ever take possession of them:

They have their place in
museums for others to view.
I think that’s where they
belong.”

The legacy of service lives
on in the hearts of Ware’s two
daughters, too.

“My oldest daughter did a
report on him this year,” he
said. “They both like talking
about him. They’re both very
aware of him and the things
he accomplished.”

(LOANED PHOTO)

Proud father Maj. Gen. Keith L. Ware (right) smiles at son Keith
during a visit at Parris Island in November 1967. Keith L. Ware I
served in the Marine Corps prior to the Army.

85365.
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Yuma community
thanks Soldiers

By Mark Schauer

Though the military’s current
budget realities make supporting
community events more challenging
than in years past, YPG still makes
every effort to participate in local
activities.

During a recent military
appreciation night, patrons of
the Cocopah Speedway had the
opportunity to get an up close and
personal look at an Army Humvee
and, more importantly, thank YPG
Soldiers Sgt. Aaron Ahn and Spc.
Demarius Jackson for their service to
the nation.

“We’re here to show our support to
the community and represent YPG,”
said Jackson with a smile in between
answering race goers’ questions about
Army life and showing the vehicle’s
turret to kids of all ages.

“This is particularly important

since this is the speedway’s military
appreciation night,” added Col. Reed
Young, YPG commander. “It is a way
for us to express our appreciation

of them as they’re expressing their
appreciation of us. It’s just the right
thing to do: the Yuma community
supports YPG tremendously.”

The event’s ceremonies included
the unfurling of a massive American
flag measuring 65 feet by 112 feet by
racers and crew members on the track
prior to the race.

“Military and racing are one and
one,” said Greg Burgess, director of
operations at the Cocopah Speedway.
“They go back for years. None of us
could come out and enjoy this hobby
without the men and women who
fight for our freedom: it means a great
deal to myself, the Cocopah Indian
tribe, all of my staff, and the racers to
honor the people who are fighting for
our freedom.”
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<MESA DEL SOL - 2 bedroom -

2 bath
townhome in good condition with fenced
backyard. Community pool, vaulted ceilings,
open living area, split floor plan and ready for
occupancy. $129,400.

»YUMA EAST - 3 Bedroom — 2 bath home
with large back yard and room on side to park
your boat or RV. Laminate wood and tile flooring,
breakfast bar, bay window in dining area and
garden tub in master. Priced to sell at $175,000.

<YUMA EAST - 3 bedroom — 2 bath home
with pool and spa. Santa Fe style home with
large covered patio, easy care landscaping,
open floor plan with tile throughout except for
bedrooms and in excellent condition. $219,900.

»MESA DEL SOL - POOL HOME with 3
large bedrooms - 2 34 bathrooms. Spacious
home overlooking the golf course, recently
remodeled, gourmet kitchen with granite, lots

of built-ins and outdoor fireplace $389,000.

<MESA DEL SOL - 3 bedrooms- 2 baths.
This home has a spacious backyard with
citrus trees, room to park your RV or boat, bay
window in dining area, large master and 200

(PHOTO BY MARK SCHAUER)

Visitors had a ‘hands-on’ opportunity on the Humvee during the recent Cocopah
Speedway Military Appreciation Night event. YPG Soldiers Sgt. Aaron Ahn and
Spc. Demarius Jackson were thanked for their service to the nation by numerous
visitors. “We're here to show our support to the community and represent YPG,"”
said Jackson. Also present at the event is Col. Reed Young, YPG commander.

»MESA DEL SOL - 5 Bedrooms - 3 1/2 bath Pool
home. Beautiful and updated tri-level home with a
full balcony, view of mountains and golf course that
is surrounded by a pond. Game room, RV garage,
large living area, granite in kitchen, bay window in
dining area and much much more. $499,000.

MOUNTAIN VISTA ESTATES *« NOW SELLING
* PREMIER GOLF COURSE COMMUNITY IN MESA
DEL SOL « CALL ELIZABETH FOR DETAILS

When you are looking for
someone that can do more than
just show you a house...call
me. | know the Yuma area, the
history, the neighborhoods, and
the market. Let me help you find
your new home.

amp service in garage. $189,000.

Ay
REALTY, LTD.

Elizabeth Carpenter

Assoc. Broker, ABR
Office: 928.342.1033
Mobile: 928.503.0110
homesinyuma.com
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(PHOTO BY CHUCK WULLENJOHN)
Col. Reed Young, YPG commander (left), talks to two Israeli weapons test
experts, who were particularly impressed by two things at Yuma Proving Ground
- the facility’s vast size and the complexity of the proving ground’s test ranges
that allow multiple tests to be conducted simultaneously. Second from left at the
table is Julio Dominguez, YPG's technical director.

THE OUTPOST

Israeli test experts
view YPG workload
complexity

By Chuck Wullenjohn

On a recent whirlwind one week
visit to the United States to tour
test facilities, two Israeli weapons
test experts were particularly
impressed by two things at Yuma
Proving Ground — the facility’s
vast size and the complexity of the
proving ground’s test ranges that
allow multiple tests to be conducted
simultaneously.

Occupying over 1300 square
miles, Yuma Proving Ground is
tremendously larger than any military
test facility in Israel. The entire
nation of Israel, in comparison, totals
about 8000 square miles, roughly the
size of Florida.

Coordinated by YPG Safety
Manager Tony Brockington, visitors
Ahud Stempler and Shalom Pollak
spent a day at the proving ground
meeting with test experts, viewing
range management facilities, visiting
gun positions, and more. It proved
to be a worthwhile exercise, for the
visitors departed impressed and tired.

“We have good test facilities in
Israel and our people have plenty
of experience, but Yuma Proving
Ground performs a tremendous
amount of work,” said Ahud
Stempler, test manager and quality
assurance officer. “We came here to
learn.”

Israel maintains two primary test
ranges within its borders, called Test
Range 24 and Test Range 25. Test
Range 24 is a relatively short range
located near the over two million
people of Tel Aviv, with the attendant
noise and encroachment problems
one can imagine. Test Range 25
offers a firing range of over 40
desert miles, but is located near the

Egyptian border.

Though Israel has performed much
of its past weapons and explosives
testing on its own, it has also
participated in cooperative projects
with other nations. One took place
at Yuma Proving Ground many
years ago, called the “Howitzer
Improvement Program,” or, “HIP”
for short. That program resulted
in the currently fielded M109A6
Paladin self propelled 155mm
howitzer, a greatly improved version
of its predecessor. One of the
most technically-advanced artillery
systems anywhere, hundreds of
Paladins operate in Army units and in
the military services of other nations
around the world.

The weather gets extremely hot
in Yuma during the summer, with
temperatures over 115 degrees
Fahrenheit common. Similar
conditions exist in Israel, especially
in the southern portion of the country,
where Test Range 25 is located.

“The Israelis were here to see how
we prepare for tests by performing
hazard analyses and assessments,
how we protect our people and the
environment, and how we handle
encroachment issues, all while
performing a large number of test
programs,” explained YPG Safety
Manager Brockington. “Their
concerns are the same as those that
we have at Yuma Proving Ground,
ours are just on a much larger scale.”

Yuma Proving Ground, for the third
year in a row in 2012, was the busiest
proving ground in the Army. A wide
variety of weapon systems are tested
at YPG, from armored vehicles and
artillery to unmanned aircraft and
parachute systems.
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—SAFETY CORNER
Wanna get a safety issue resolved? Submit a SafetyGram!

When one of our range workers got tired
of unsanitary porta-johns at a test site, an
anonymous SafetyGram was submitted to
the Safety Office and safety investigated the
situation. With the support of Ground Combat
and YPG senior leadership, additional porta-
johns and hand wash stations are being set
up, and they are scheduled to be cleaned more
frequently.

Do you know of a safety concern that needs
to be addressed? Do what our range worker
did...submit a SafetyGram and get results!
SafetyGrams may be submitted by going to the
YPG Safety Office website on the YPG Intranet,
or by filling out a paper SafetyGram form and
either placing it in a drop box or sending it
directly to the Safety Office via interoffice mail.

New to Yuma?

inte 2 YLIMNMA
loop Sun.com

e Local Restaurants e Live Entertainment
e Local News e National News
¢ International News e Movie Times
e Local Sports e Professional Sports
* Play Games

«.... And Much, Much More!

P
20N .
M Ed' frg)rl%,c(;gror
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Ready for take-off...

THE OUTPOST

(PHOTO BY MARK SCHAUER)
An awesome shot of an Air Force C-130 cargo aircraft preparing to depart from
the proving ground'’s Laguna Army Airfield, the Army’s “hottest” air facility.
C-130's are a common sight at the airfield, being critical to a variety of tests
conducted at the proving ground.

MILITARY/LAW ENFORGEMENT PRICING

FROM

399

with 3 Mags (Most Models)

Over 1400 Guns

Glock « Beretta* S & W
- Gunsmith on Duty -

Hurry In For Best Selection!

INDOOR
RANGE IS
OPEN!

32Nnd St. (Nextto Lowes) 726-0022

www.spragues.com

Voluntary Leave Transfer
program update

The Voluntary Leave Transfer Program (VLTP) is a way to
donate annual leave to co-workers who are experiencing a medical
emergency (their own or a family member’s emergency) and do not
have enough leave to cover their absences. These employees have
used or will use all sick and annual leave before being eligible to
receive donations.

YPG currently has several employees on the VLTP recipient list:

- Hickey, Christine, MICC, death of family member

- Lemme, Audra, Mission RM, son continues to suffer from
ongoing health complications; care and death of terminally ill father

- Packham, Ursula, Mission Plans & Ops, birth of child

- Ruble, Maribel, MICC, birth of child

- Smith, Nathan, NEC, family member medical emergency

Any donation will be appreciated by the recipient. You can donate
as little as one hour of annual leave or as much as one half of what
you accrue in a leave year, although you must be able to use “use or
lose” annual leave before the end of the leave year.

If you are interested in donating annual leave to your co-worker,
just complete Optional Form 630-A and forward it back to the
CPAC. We’ll see the donation gets to the appropriate recipient.
Please note, CPAC can only accept donations that indicate to whom
the hours are to be given - please indicate who should be given your
hours. You can split the donations, as long as donations are in full-
hour increments.

Just to recap: The recipients must use all available sick and annual
leave before they receive donations - donors aren’t funding a new
vacation plan for recipients. Donors can only donate annual leave;
sick leave is not eligible to be donated. If the recipient doesn’t use
all leave donated, that leftover leave is divided up among donors
and returned to them.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Karen A. Watts, N.P., PLC
Accepting New Patients
Specializing in Family Medicine
from infants to geriatrics

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

. (928) 341-0058
e e arafe " 3970 W. 24th St, #214

.
. .
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Karen A. Watts, FNP
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(LOANED PHOTO)
Shoppers at the YPG commissary will need to do their shopping according to

the new hours of operation due to the furloughs government employees will be
going through beginning July 8 and as stated in the article.

u c -’

Commissary hours = “2csve
Yuma, AZ 85364

Bus: 928-344-9442

of operation change ..ma e,

The Army and Department of Defense have been taking steps to reduce )
costs of operations in order to preserve minimum essential readiness, to Switch and save an average of
include protecting the readiness for forces operating in Afghanistan.

These measures extend to commissary support to our Soldiers, families *
and retirees. The Army along with the other Services funds the civilian pay
and other select costs for commissary operations. As such, DeCA (Defense .

Commissary Agency) must also initiate civilian furloughs to meet the SecDef
directive and reduce the FY 13 fiscal shortfall. The following information is

provided to support you and leaders to help inform our troops and families on Talk to me about Saving more
the upcoming changes to commissary operating hours. than pocket change.
e All commissaries will close on Mondays; this is in addition to regularly scheduled
closure days. Get to a better State®.
e Commissaries normally closed on Mondays will close one additional day per week, in
most cases Tuesday. Get State Farm.
* The few commissaries normally closed Monday and Tuesday will close on the next
business day. ! ! ! CALL ME TODAY.

* There may be limited exceptions in OCONUS locations where there is sufficient local
national staffing to allow a store to remain open.

* The DeCA headquarters will also close on Mondays.

* The YPG commissary will be closed on Tuesdays, days and hours will remain the same
for the rest of the week. The commissary will still be closed on Sundays and Mondays, in
addtion to Tuesdays.

* Monday closures were selected to minimize the inconvenience to commissary
patrons and supplier disruption. Closing the headquarters down completely will produce
additional savings above store level for energy, water usage and cleaning services.

e The Commissary will conduct an information campaign to keep their patrons 1201245 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL
informed of these measures and any future changes as conditions dictate.

* The Army G4 and commissary staff are available to answer any questions you may
have. Thanks for your understanding during these challenging times.

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2010 survey of
new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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Radar systems put to the test in extreme cold

From Korea to Afghanistan, the lives of American Soldiers depend on functioning equipment

By Mark Schauer

It is vital that military equipment
work wherever in the world American
Soldiers need it, and extreme cold is
a weather condition troops have had
to contend with frequently over the
years.

From Korea to Afghanistan, the
lives of American Soldiers depend on
functioning equipment in inhospitable
environments. This fact, combined
with the prevalence of mortars and
rockets, led to this winter’s three-
week test of both the Lightweight
Counter Mortar Radar (LCMR) and
AN/TPQ-53 Counterfire Acquisition
Radar System at the U.S. Army Cold
Regions Test Center (CRTC) at Fort
Greely, Alaska.

Already extensively tested at Yuma
Test Center, the LCMR provides
a 360 degree detection radius for
incoming rounds. Relatively easy to
transport and emplace, the LCMR
can be airlifted intact into otherwise
inaccessible locations by helicopter,
or even delivered by paratroopers,
who can assemble the device
upon landing. When compact size
isn’t a necessity, the AN/TPQ-53
system can be trucked in to support
theater operation, as it has been in
Afghanistan.

For the CRTC test, both systems
were transported to the cold of
Alaska along with an M777
155mm lightweight howitzer to fire
artillery rounds. The equipment was
accompanied by many of the same
folks who tested it in Yuma, including
the test officer, four data collectors,

a weapons operation crew, and a
mechanic.

“We tried to keep it as similar
to testino at YTC as nossible to

The ground freezes to depths of up to 10 feet during winters at CRTC, which makes emplacing a
howitzer a job for heavy equipment as seen here. Test officers scrutinized weather conditions at
several microclimates within the range to take advantage of the lowest temperatures, moving the
howitzer and test items from place to place as necessary in extremely remote parts of CRTC's ranges.

(LOANED PHOTOS)
This winter’s test of the Lightweight Counter Mortar Radar (LCMR) system at U.S. Army Cold Regions Test Center (CRTC) blended training
along with the evaluation, as Soldiers from nearby Fort Wainwright operated the radar systems as civilian and contractor personnel fired
the howitzer and mortars, and gathered test data. Here, Soldiers ready the LCMR for another day of testing in temperatures as low as -50
degrees Fahrenheit.

get an apples-to-apples comparison of
performance,” said Jonny Clark, test officer.
“We tried to duplicate the missions we did
in Yuma as closely as possible.”

Setting up equipment for the testing
required a ereat deal of special coordination

by CRTC personnel, particularly given the
extreme cold.

“The gun’s placement has to be perfectly
oriented for test shots,” said Richard Reiser,
CRTC test officer. “We can’t do this in
advance because the weather changes every

day.”

“Our personnel had to bring in heavy
equipment and dig through the frozen
ground to emplace the M777,” added Merri
Darland, test officer.

The trucks on which the radars were

mounted also had to be winterized
for the extreme cold, including the
installation of fuel-fired engine
pre-heaters that required CRTC’s
machinists to fabricate brackets.

Extreme cold was a coveted
commodity for this test, and CRTC
test officers scrutinized weather
conditions at several microclimates
within the range to take advantage
of the lowest temperatures, moving
the howitzer and test items from
place to place as necessary in
extremely remote parts of CRTC’s
ranges. A portable bombproof had
to accompany the M777 wherever
it was moved, though the gun crew
was allowed to man-fire mortars that
supported the test.

“Hats off to the visitors,” said
Reiser. “When they hit the ground, it
was as cold as it gets: the first day of
testing it was more than 50 degrees
below zero outside. They performed
well with a good attitude and a lot of
hard work.”

The test blended training along
with the evaluation, as Soldiers from
nearby Fort Wainwright operated
all three radar systems as civilian
and contractor personnel fired the
howitzer and mortars, and gathered
test data.

“This test was a unique example
of what kind of testing can be done
when everyone works together,” said
Reiser. “It was a great cooperative
effort from a lot of entitites”

Fortunately, the relative portability of
the LCMR makes the job of setting up
manageable in even the most extreme
cold. In theater, it can be airlifted intact
into otherwise inaccessible locations
by helicopter, or even delivered by a
duo of paratroopers, who can easily
assemble the device upon landing.
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= VIEWPOINTS

The Army Birthday is June 14th, and for 238 years men and women have proudly served their country in uniform. We asked
YPG Soldiers, “What inspired you to join the Army?”

Spc. Christian Moreno
Radiology Specialist

My dad is prior military, and my
great-grandfather was a general
in the Mexican Army. [ was just
moved by the idea of serving
my country and didn’t want to
be a burden on my family. I'm
currently trying to get a Green
to Gold Scholarship so I can go

over to the officer side and do
my 20 years over there. Being
enlisted is great, too, though: I get opportunities to do a lot
of things most people don’t do.

Spc. Chasidy Tenison
Preventive Medicine
Specialist

[ had an aunt who
joined the year before
I did. She is from
Jamaica and is going
to get her citizenship.
I had looked into
joining a couple

of years prior, but

revisited the idea after she motivated me to do
it.  want to make this a career and my goal is to

become an officer.

Staff Sgt.
Franklyn Crump
Parachute Rigger

[ was at the
University of
Texas piling up
lots of bills and
a recruiter said
I could wipe
that all away

if I joined the
military. [ saw a poster in the recruiter’s
office of a guy jumping out of an
airplane, and wanted an MOS that would
guarantee me to do that. I’ve been in 14
years now, deployed four times, and I’ve
recommended the military to two of my
cousins who joined the Air Force.

Come hy and ask about our new

* Special Military Discounted Prices.

* Increased Trade-In Values.

* Complimentary 12 Month/12,000 Mile
Limited Warranties.

* Additional Discount On parts & Labor.

* Other Special Rewards.

1350 E. 32nd Street 928-314-3400
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Yuma high schoolers wowed by YPG

By Mark Schauer

YPG recently hosted future civic and military
leaders by nearly 100 cadets from Kofa High
School’s Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps (JROTC) and, a day later, by 30
members of the Yuma Youth Leadership Council.

“Our hope was to expose kids to what YPG is,
what goes on out here, and for them to see that
there are career opportunities after high school
and college at YPG,” said Maj. Brian Bell, senior
Marine instructor in the Kofa JROTC program.

Bell said exposing the students to the military
is also important, for most have little firsthand
experience.

“It surprised me: 1 figured that between Marine
Corps Air Station and YPG, a lot of our students
would have a family member in the military or
who had served,” he said. “I surveyed the students
at the beginning of the year and would say maybe
five percent, at most, have parents serving or
who have served in the military. So, from our
standpoint, this visit exposes them to what the
military does.”

The first stop was at the Systems Test Branch,
where the students got up close and personal looks
at Abrams tanks and Bradley Fighting Vehicles and
talked to engineers and drivers that evaluate them.

“There were a lot of young cadets who got to
see quite a bit of what we do in a short period of
time,” said Jacob Obradovich, test officer. “There
are some bad vibes about engineering being boring
and too difficult, but, hopefully, at least one of the
kids liked what they saw.”

From there, the students saw military working
dog training at YPG’s K9 Village, visited a
drop zone, and received briefings from YPG
Commander Col. Reed Young and Sgt. Cherica
Ibarra of the Airborne Test Force.

“YPQG is interesting,” said Carlos Perez, a junior
who is acting company 1st Sergeant. “We got to
learn about the different features of tanks and other
Army vehicles.”

A day later, 30 members of the Yuma Youth
Leadership Council, comprised of juniors from
several local high schools, had their first visit to
YPG.

“Every month we spend a day focusing on a
different aspect of what it takes to make Yuma,”
said Mike Foree, co-founder of the group. “That
was the original vision and we’ve been doing it for

SEE YPG WOWS/14

(PHOTOS BY MARK SCHAUER)
Nearly 100 cadets from Kofa High School’s Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC),
spent a day at Yuma Proving Ground learning what goes on out here, and seeing that there are career
opportunities after high school and college at the proving ground.

Air Delivery Test
Officer Keith Allen
explains the parachute
rigging operation at
Air Delivery Complex
to the Yuma Youth
Leadership Council
members, comprised
of juniors from several
local high schools,
during their first visit
to YPG.
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— SOCIAL SECURITY

Tell them why you're smiling

By Wilma Carrasquillo-Facio, Social
Security District Manager

June 15 is Smile Power Day.
Smack dab in the middle of
the month — in the middle of
the year, in fact — is a holiday
dedicated to the power of smiling.

Smiling has many benefits. It
can actually make you feel better,
relieve stress, and add years to
your life. Smiles are contagious,
and you can put other people at
ease and make them feel happier.
Most people can probably agree
that there are a lot of good reasons
to make yourself smile.

Here’s something that will put a
smile on your face. Open an online

my Social Security account so
you can do business with Social
Security the easiest, fastest, and
most convenient way.

This year, we’ve had more than
five million smiling customers
register online for a my Social
Security account and use it to
easily get the information or
service needed — without the need
to visit an office or make a phone
call. For example, once you create
your online account, you can use
my Social Security to obtain
a copy of your Social Security
Statement to check your earnings
record and see estimates of the
retirement, disability, and survivor
benefits you and your family may

Blood Drive a success!

(PHOTO BY YOLIE CANALES)

A blood drive held at Yuma Proving Ground's Desert Breeze Travel Camp on
main post was a “great success,” per blood drive personnel. A total of 30 pints
of blood was donated by the participants. Total number of participants was
30. Personnel announced that another blood drive will be held in July and will
be announced via the Outpost and email. Emma Almendarez, engineering
technician, relaxes as she donates the gift of life.

receive.

We expanded my Social
Security so that if you get Social
Security benefits, you now can
use your account to  view,
save, and print a
benefit verification
letter, check your
benefit payment
information, and
even change your
address and your
phone number as
recorded in our
records. You also
can start or change
your direct deposit
information.

So whether you are currently

getting Social Security benefits, or

you are planning for that day in
the future when you do, you can
easily access all your important
Social Security information by
creating a my Social Security
account. Just visit
www.socialsecurity.
gov/myaccount.
Open your
online account
today, and find
out how we’ve put
smiles on more than
five million faces this
year — and counting.
And when someone
catches your smile, be sure to
tell them why you’re smiling.

Experience Qur Remodeled Driving Range, New Cart Fleet & Improved Course Conditions!

Valid for up to 4 Players
Expires 6/30/13

Expires 6/30/13

Book Your Tee Time Today!

Range Balls FREE!

Expires 6/30/13.

i s .I 8 Peﬁggn ' Purchase 3 ! Purchase A Large |
; Includes: i Gl'een Fees " Basket of Range H
1 18Holesof Golfw/cart, 11 cnd the 4th is i Balls and Receive |
D arm up bucket 1 FREE! ! A Small Basket of |

12213 Calle Del Cid ¢ Yuma
928-342-1283 - www.playmesadelsol.com
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API showcases its
culture, foods and
entertainment

Yuma Proving Ground observed Asian American and Pacific
Islander Heritage Month with an observance food sampling
luncheon at the YPG Travel Camp. Over 80 people attended this
event that offered free samplings of Korean to Hawaiian and
Thai foods. Keynote speaker was Shepherd “Kermit” Okamura
a native of Hawaii and most recently selected as chief of the
Munitions and Weapons Division. Entertainment was provided
by volunteers who performed native island dances. A display of
artifacts from the different islands in the Pacific was on display
for everyone's enjoyment.

(PHOTOS BY YOLIE CANALES)
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To place your ad call 928-783-4433

After being greeted and briefed
by Young, the students saw a

Woofers & Tweeters

Find your new
Friend!
Call 783-4433

L_Cabinets

demonstration of acoustical gunshot

national news with us

scoring by YPG’s electronics

H
YouCan’tGet | ...°
Yuma News “This is a good way to promote
on CNN sciencq with kids,”. said. Ffaljnandq
Get your local and Mezquita, electronics division chief.

“If they are interested in science and
engineering, YPG is a big employer

It’s a good way to help them think

of people who have that background.

about it in their lives and make plans.

After visiting the electronics
division, the students received a
briefing from Air Delivery test officer
Keith Allen, saw parachute rigging
in action and paid a visit to the YPG
Heritage Center.

“I actually learned a great deal,”
said Steven Le, a junior at Cibola
whose father works at YPG. “It’s one
thing for my dad to tell me things,
but another to actually experience the
YPG environment. It’s amazing—I
can’t believe my dad actually works
here.”
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We care about eye care... you’ll see!

Dr. Aiello received his MD degree from the University
of Michigan. After completing both an Internship and
Residency in Internal Medicine at the University of North
Carolina, he finished a Residency in Ophthalmology at the
world renowned Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. He is
board certified in both Internal Medicine and Ophthalmology.

Inaddition to caring for his patients at the Aiello Eye Institute, he
Is an examiner for the American Board of Ophthalmology, and
a clinical instructor for the Midwestern School of Osteopathic
Medicine in Phoenix. He is a Retired Air Force Senior Flight
Surgeon and State Air Surgeon for the Arizona National Guard
with 27 years of military service.

Having performed more than 15,000 surgeries, he is regarded
as one of the state’s leading eye surgeons.

Dr. Aiello is the only Ophthalmologist doing Lasik and PRK in
Yuma, Arizona.

MILITARY DISCOUNTS

* Free Lasik Evaluations

» Medical Eye Conditions

* Vision Eye Care

» Ask about Our Special Eyeglass Packages

Aiello Eye Institute — 2 Convenient Locations — LASIK
275 W. 28th Street « Yuma Starting at

(928) 782'1980 11551 S. Fortuna Rd., Ste. E « Foothills $699*

Se Habla Espafiol www.yumaeyedoctor.com
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